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thit the precipe langua^ emplojed, 
has, in anj inslanoe^ been preaervcd- 

Thfire hail been an eiidi?iivur to secure 
variety in the aelections, which are 
arriinged wiUi reference to the pCD^eas 
cramind, from impenitencE and nnbe- 
IJefj tlirough iSie different slajri^s of con- 
vjction^ to fa-ith and confirmed hope, 
rJane of the extracTs ha,ve b^fere ap- 
pealed tn print. Thfy are ^iveii to 
the public in the <?aineat hope, that 
they may he instrumental in acGOQi^ 
pliahing the wish ao ollen eKpressed by 
their author, tSiat he might " be per- 
njjtted to (fo good with hia pen, when 
hia tongue BhcmJd be silent in death." 
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W^ Tlip W^iy lo curi! ft Coi'Lilnti^ Spirit. 
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Howmin:!! ihis illle implies, no (ocsue, H 
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human or aitQ^Vm^ cfin i^ver ewpics^j no H 
minrS roncplvn. Hi is n volume oi en infiniie ■ 


r 




iiumher of Leave?, and eveiy leaf fuU of ■ 

iD>?flning. Tl will be rsad by ^aia(s and ■ 


t 




angels, ilirough iIjc ages of el<?n>iry, bi.1 ■ 




Ihey will nwvcr rench tins lasl kafjnnt fully ■ 
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'■ 


compiciiend lh6 me^uing of a single page. ■ 

Look hhck Id ibc lime «1icn God enisled ■ 
iudep^ndenl and aloiic ; «'hen iSere wag ■ 


/ 
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nolhiu^ but God; ]|o hpavcns, no eanb, no ■ 




angels, uo uieii- Hp-^ ■^reltlied should v^V^, ■ 
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bo* ivtpii^li&il w-^ald any cre'it'iis hc^ In B 


1 'r 




Hoch a siiiiarioii! Cm Jehovnb wp* iheu in- ■ 


1 




finitely happy— hsppy beyond all poasibjUiy ■ 



ID 



OUD. 



of iiicreasp. He \s &a overdf^-ing fcufniain, 
B bollDinlcf'. auii shnrele^^ ncean, of being, 

pfrfpclioD, and happiue&si jind ^hen ihia 
biJimle ocean overflow^, snna aa,} worlds, 
BngeJfl ami men, slarE into exiaLence. 



nvanldastyoiifopau^i^ Etnd coniemplate, 
for a iriomoul, iljri HonderJiil Being. Bui 
wlifij-e Bhsif we aland lo lake a view of him J 
When Mio wish Li conleinpfaEo (be ocrpaUj we 
take our qiand upon ii^ ihore. Bui ih[s iiifi- 
niiq oceati of being und pfiffei:lion has no 
shore. TbeiT is no jilsce ^here we can 
bUiiiI lo look Qi him, fnr he is in us, around 
Hi. above \r^, hn\a'^ js. Ypt, in acoihor 
senae, liicro [e no place where we may aoi 
look ai him, ibr lio is every ivJiere. We 
SM nothing whl Hi he hns ddI inariQ,no mo- 
lion wliich he HiloeB nol can^e i lor he i^ a)f, 
arid in all, auil aho^TR all, God over all, 
ble??ed forever. Even lie liim&elf cantiot 
lell U5 fully what he is. for our midda cannot 
lake ii in. Rft can on!y gsy m u?^ 1 em 
Ihol I am, I am Jehovah, 
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RTEEUITY OF GOD. 



Try, for a moirenc, io <?onceive of a Being 
wilhonl a be^iniim^; a Being' who does ncil 
becooie older as ages roll away. Fly back, 
inlma^nalion, milliona ofmilhonsormilliona 
of Vfrar^, [ill Tca^nn is cnnfounded, and fancy 
wearied inthefliglitr Gnri iSian ejii^ied, ajid, 
whal tmij aL liisl appear paradoirical, be had 
thAiiCj(i^i«d HR lodga'^hehAJi hqw^ you wonid 
Ihen be no nearer the heginnllig of hi^ eiiflC- 
ence than you are now, for il ha? nrj bo°iJi- 
□ing, and you eannoi approach lo ihai ^hich 
doea nol exist Sur wit) his being ever 
coniti lo an end. Add lo^eihe/ agea of 
ages; multiply ihfim by iho leaves on ihe 
tree^, ihc aand on ihe Bea-:^hiire. and ihe 
diiBt of ihe eaiih, siill you will be no nearer 
the icnninaiion ol Jeijflvah's exihtenee, Ihan 
^■hen ynii firsl began your calculalion. And 
Tet ua remember thai ihe riurailnii of \ih er- 
istenre ia ihft oiilj' nseaanrc of our own, Ae 
h respecla fulutily, we are all as immoila! 
r\i Jehovah hioiaeif. 



]C 



LOVE OF GOI>. 



LOVE Op HOD. 

In iJie words, " God is lov¥," we have b 
jHirfccE fiorlrailofllii' eternal Jiiiii lncom])re- 
|iC"*ible Jeliocofi, dr&wn by h'l^ own unefrliig 
hand. The mode of e:4prcisiorL tiere adopt- 
ed, differs ninltn^lly from lFja| luunlly em- 
ployed hy Lite io-ipired ivrlier^, in ^pcEiking 
of ilio iJivine pRj're<'ErOiJs. Tiioy spv, God 
is merciful, Qni^ is ju-^i, God ii h"ly; Iml 
nev'cr dn fhey say, God is merpy, God ia 
JLialice, God i^ holiness. Tu ihis riisianre, 
on Itifl rnnlrsry, lli^i apciille, inslpfl-t of say- 
in^j God U lovingn or p>iud, oi kind, says, 
God fs love, love iii^elf. By iJifs axpresBinii 
we mij^i undpr^land ihai Gud ia a^l pure, 
numimfd Inve, and thai ihe oiher moral per- 
feclioiis of lii^ rharac(er are onlv so many 
mo^ilii^alioDs of Efiii; love, TkifsTii? jU5lire, 
bli merry, h\t 'svi\i, his faiilifufness, are bur 
la many diflereni naniei^ of his love, or 
l^mlnflss, As Ike li^lii ivhicL proceeds 
IVfliri like Bim may easily he scpamfld inlo 
many lUircrenl colors^ &o ihe holy love of 
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God, which is ihe llgl." Siid glory of Ins 
namre, may be separsied jnlo a vfineiy 
ofinoFELl Bitribines J^nd perfeniong. BnE, 
,tiougl> Bep^raled, ihey arc siill lov*^. lliS 
whole jjaiure and essEn^^ft are lovf, hi^will, 
hl^^vorks, and his «ord, are Hive ^ he is 
noUiing, can (^o nolliing bui love. 



W15DQM OF GOO. 

Often when ihe church Lhints H^'slf in "he 
mo5l immiocni dan^r, '^h^n iis friends are 
riiady to cry in d-spair, AH ihe&e ihuig^ are 
a^^ifist us, our dcstniciion U ineviial.lej 
angch aru lo^l in wondtr in view of iho 
mfans vvhich divinft wifidon. is, «ven ihpn, 
employing lo elfeci !i^ dellverani^e and lurn 
ils de^-pon-lency iiuo iriumph. For some 
Ihousand-f of yfars ihey have been couiem 
plaim- lliis sporiacle ; iheiT Vno%vlfd^ and 
Uieir admlrasion of God's wisdoir, h-vc been 
dOLiEinuEiHy inrresL-^lng, nnd yet every day 
tUev learn someihing uew, everyday ihoy 
flee new proofs tba( Joliovafi is indeed ihe 
nli-wLse Gnd] ilial his resources are ii.e<- 



haiiflliblui EhoL fiu can never be al a loss ^ and 
Ihai [|c can effecL (he tame object in buib- 
herlesg differenl wjiyn, and by iho 05eof the 
must improbable mtEms. 

CCTY OF LIVING TD THE GLOHY OF GOD. 

Wg were creaEed and redeemed far ihe 
sole j)ur|Ktje of praising and ^\oiifyin^ our 
Creaior ; aud if if-n reJuse or ucglycl lo do 
Ihii, rt-e (lons^reaa Ihe ^rcaij&w ofcreiCion, 
fiustrsie The end of exi^lencc, leai'e unper- 
formed Ihe w<nk fifivhlch we were made, 
and do all j[i our power U) prove Ihal v.6 
were created in vain, and to caa^e God lo 
repyal of haviug'inade us. SKonlJ ihc son 
refa&e lo shine; should ilie nJiuwers refuse ro 
descend^ should ihe eiirlh refase lo brin^ 
forlh food ; or should trees In a frurrful soil 
conlinuR liorren — would you not -lAy [bat iL 
was co]ilrary lo DHEure and U> ihe design of 
Iheir crcaliun; and that iince llicy no bnger 
fiiiniled this desi^i (bey miglu prnperlj' be 
reduced in Jtolhin^ a^jul And do yuu nol 
tee ihat while yuu refuse lo praiiie God, your 



CAZJ CHHLATl'FEg GI-ORIFY COC. 15 



cojidiH-t Is cqualty uJinEiloralf and thai ymi 
jHify juilly 1)0 made ihe momifneiiis of his 
overlasiijig displeasure ? AVhat would only 
bo unnatural In inaciinate oreaiures, h Ihe 
heiglii of folly Hiid wifkodness in us^ be- 
cause wo ure capable of knowing our duly, 
ami are under iniiLiinorable obligalions [o 
practise it. Lci the sun llieii rofuae lo&hino, 
Iho showers to des<-cnd, and the eatlh lo be 
frniiful ; but leL^oi rationa] tre-iUires refjEe 
(o praiho ihclr Creaior, inifo ii is ihe purpose 
for which ihey wffie crealed, 

MOW CA^ CHEATUKFS GKOHIFT GOD 1 



If it liR asked how i^rcatures so feeble end 
uiigraieful es we are, can glorify God, I 
aaswer, by couducdng ill such a muuD^r as 
iifliLirally (ends to make him appear glorious, 
amiable and e^ceellenl ict iliG view of Jiis 
cieaiuros. A son, fftr in&Eance, honors hia 
p&reniSj when lip evidently loves, reverences, 
confides in J and obeys ihcra^ beoaiisfi such 
conduct tends lu make Ihose w|io know him 
Ihink favorably of his parenta. A aiil?ject 
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rp.vkpj:kce for goj>. 



honors hiA sovereign when he chefrfull^ 
BUbmils lo his asiihoriiy, and appears lo be 
conleiiic^ and LiBppy Id his goi'crnmcm^ 
because Uiis lOJids Lo ^Ive oilier-i o fflvora?ile 
opinion of his sii^'cttijjn. So men lionor 
and g;loi'iry Gnd, when ihcy tVioiv by dieir 
con^Euci ifial iiipy cniiaider him <he most 
poifeei Olid liesl of t-eiii^s. and liii'e, reve- 
rence biid confide fflliljn m ^ijcli; for theeo 
Ihinj^a naturally tend lo esciie a lil^i esd- 
m^dnn of God, iii tho mindg of their ffiUow 
creatures, 



, EEVERE^CE FOR eoC 

Wiih Vhat pI'OJbuBd veneration does IL 
become ds lo enler Ihs pre&pnre, Bod to 
rccolvo d)P favora of tlie awfuJ Majesiy of 
heaven and earih I And lioiv ou^lii ive to 
dread- i^rie.'ing or oflVniliii^ goodne-^ bo 
gteal, so f>:loriQDs^ so v'ejiprahJe! To ilJua- 
liale ihi-J rcmock, suppose Ihal Ihe sua, 
whose briijhtiie?^, e\pn a1 this distance, yaa 
taniioi gftip Upon ivllhojl shrinking, U'ere 
ananimaied, inteUJgctiibody^ andthatj with 
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IL design to do joj gnod, ht' fbodld leave 
[lis place in the licavenh^ and grailually 
approach yon. As il drew mere and mere 
near, Us apparent magnitude and eirulgcnce 
Monld every nionieni increase; it would 
occupy a tarter ajid larger portion of the vis- 
ile heavens, until at Icngdi all otln r objecia 
Vi-oiild be loi.1, and yourselvc* swrJIoivcd up 
in one infiuircrablj da^^zling, overpoivering 
a,.nd of li-fit, Wiiuld you no*, in 'urh elr- 
curnsiances, feel the ^tronge^i emotions of 
av-e, of &Dinelhing lik« fcar^ Would a 
kno^vledge that llift glorious luininary vas 
spproaeliiui! wiih a bencvolcnl design for 
your ^ood, !>aniah these eTnolimi'^ 1 ^Eii, 
1hci], oMght to be tlie fee ffigs of a sinful 
worm of Eheduit, VLhcntheFBdierofllghLs, 
Ihe eliirnal fiiin of ihn univei^e, nht. d'lell'i 
ill the high and holy pluec, ajid in the con- 
Lriie heari, stoops frnin bia Eiwfjl tbmne, lo 
vi^it him, LO smile upon iiiiri, to pnrdon him, 
(o ptirlfy biin from his moral defilenie]H, in 
EidonI bill! ag u child, ir> niato him ep heir 
of hKr.ven. rn take piisse&sioii of lil^ hearlas 
his earlhly habilalionl 
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I)UT¥ Of L,UVli«G OOO' 

Wc ou^hl to love God because be lias 

given IIS Uio powi^r lo love. He mighl have 
Ibrmcid JB glii<»iiyj inorobu, iiiisanlliro^ic 
lieiiig^f dosliiiilp uf all itif tocisil aficciioiis ^ 
wiihoiil ilie powfr oj' Iciving any olijed, and 

BlTEiii^rs to ilii; liappincaa of he\\>^ beloved. 
BliQukI God wilhdrais' inio himself, nol only 
all iho araiEJ>le qiialiiies wtjicih gkcicc love, 
bui Iho very \MV.ct of lovin^-^ ivotild voiiisti 
from ilie "-ntld, ojjrt we filiQuld noi oj^ly, like 
ihe evil ■^piiil^, li^^coine |>i;rfetlly haleful, bui 
ahojild, like ihem, liaic one aiioiiier- 



Every obj eel ivIiLch '■im he presented to- 
us lias a claim od our alTectionft cercespond- 
mf; [0 Us I'hariieler. II any object be Bxtmi' 
rable, ii poi^iC'Sses Ji natural and inhercni 
oliiim !o our ndmiiJiiion ; il' it l>o venerable, 
[| hag a claiTTi <i) our revereiioe: if ii be 
(trriblej it der[i:in(l5 niir leai 3 ifil be beauli- 
fid end amiable, il claims ftiid de&erveg Qi^r 



hue. TSiii G"d is perreclly au<! iiifinilely 
iDvt'ly ; nay, L>o ih escel]en<'C aud loveliness 
ii5oll'. If you doubl ihiji, ask tliese who tan 
igll you. A^k Christ, M'he is in llie bosom of 
III? Father^ and he will t&ll you thai God is 
infinllcLy lovely. Ask Uie holy angels, who 
dwell in bis iininediale presence, and Ihej 
vvill tell ynn Ihat he is lovely beyond flll ilial 
even aiigelit iriind:; can conceiver Ask gond 
men hi all ages, and Ihey will lajneiii. Ihal 
ihey eannuT lell yui bow umi^le and e^- 
celleni Jebuvab ir. Aik every thing beauliful 
and d-iEiiable iji ilio flniveiflc, and it «i|l lell 
yon lliaiall its boauiy is bm a fainl reflee- 
tion or liiu. If all "his does nol ^aii^fy you, 
ask the spiriis of disobeillence; flnil they, 
ihojgh filled -rtiih malice end Tae;e agaiu&t 
M in ^ will tell, if you i^an consftam diem lo 
speak, ihai Ihe Bein^ they bale 15 lovely, 
and Ihal it confiiitules the etsentie of their 
mlwry ibal ihey can fijid no blemish in his 
character- Bui if God be ihus infiniiely 
levelv, we are under Infinite obligatioBS to 
liiv? him 1 ebligatiuiiE from vhicb he himself 
caonol release ua bui by altering his cl^rac- 
ler, and ceaaing lo be luvely. 
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r"7-i-Y or pitEi^tRRiNi: ckkatukes to 
ana. 

"Woahl you not consiJcir a peiaon foolLah 
and absurd, who afiould tslravagiuiily love 
iuid prize a drop of £Ui^ni>l maler^ and yet 
^LCw ihiu uj:4!Aji \A'iUj iiidiTerE^nfe or di^^iEi t 
or wIjo shiTiilct conilanOj grovel in iIjq dual 
10 JirlmJFC » slliiilti^ gfdia ofsscA.yel ueglecl 
In admiri: iho "i^uii 'vhl^^h pansfld H lo sUiiie ? 
Of whal folly and at^surdilj, llien, sre wb 
guiky^whisii ^c Invo llic iiiipc sfccrlj omiabEe 
quiiliEjc^ nf oUf ftllow wiirms^ ur yJicilru ihe 
sublimity an<l be;iijly of die ivorbs ol iiiilurej 
end yd exercise no love lo him (o wliuin 
lliey aro iiir5cl>Led Toi'elII^ him ivIio&g ^lory 
gilda die heaven'!, and fnmi vvliom angeli 
derive every ihiiig; lliat can excJIe admiralioii 
or Inve. 

OOD THE OSLY SOirnCE OF E XC liLI. E >" C E, 

God oflJyjihe Fadter odlghis, ream wliom 
comeLh down every good and perfect giSi. 



miikL"*oiierreiiEnre <o diiTer f^om anr,iher, 

►rhry fire «l^e o.-ly hy )ii5 vvisdnm, sirons m 
i,\s ^trenpih, fliiil sood i" li'^ ^^<li"^i's, Hfl 
Ifl moro eiiurely die Author of evrry Uimj 
,-,,^,3 ill keavEMf ami on earlh. ;hiin tl"- i'H" "= 
U,o ...ilhor or ll.r,. in.:i^eor him.df "Wi i^ 
5f en ii. a mirror. Wii^n crfaHires oH uoivl- 
edgfi thi^ ^nd pscrlhe all d.e escellen«3 
Ll^ey po'^^r.. te hm atone, tl>cy then, n, ihe 
l„=i^«|:e of Poi'plu™, hr^-jf rorih limt, yoi 

or prai^vonhy In d,6 TnielleH.ml ^voHd 
To linn angels and men aro aUl^c indoble-i 
foi all their Ja^'i.Uies. Eei^=on, raor-ory, 
vlt, r>i'ndcLiCe,invfndon and in.aennation, are 

onlvhl* S^^i- ThP 5lflie^"'a'>'ili^ "■""'''■' 
lhp"mi.ll^emMicbn.tl^,>oet,lhe or^^lor, ibe 

hislorian, tlie aalionomer, die pi.mier, an^ 

Iho scLilplor, all wrt,, fom.eri, ni^lrur.ed sn.d 

dire^ed by l.im. Cy bis a.^i^l^i^re, al ihc 

ere.l e.lerpns..., ^ple.idld achievon.efils 

Lid adimrEibJe works .^Idch Uifi world ever 
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saw, were perfajmedr II h hfi, savs David, 
who Icacfic^ nij hands W wur, and my 
Hji^rs i.\ ft^hl. lE wes he v.)io ^iiided 
Coliiiiihuj lo llic discovery of iJiigueivivrtrld. 
Il was he who [rL^pirfd oiir falhcra iviih wi?- 
dom aiifl courage fo cro&d iLc oeeaii and 
^elir? in ihis wiiderneia. Il was he who 
qualilied out rtvered Wfiahinginif for ihe 
gieat work 0/ ddivoriji^ Lis coiiniry, fiaJ 
asBlsied him in iiu acromplishmcni. Ar>d 
while we -idinire ilie gids of God in men, 
shall wp niil .-uTmlro the Giver 7 Whilo ive 
admire ihe Mlficvemems, enlerpri&ea aif^f 
works of mflu, ihail we nol adiniir him who 
enabled men lo perArnn Ihem^ Shall we 
resi id slreBinSj aiiU EidmirA ihem onl j-, wiih- 
0111 praising the founlaln? Suiely Ihis ja 
highly unreasunable. 

DUTY OF SUCHlSSlOlfTO THE \VILL Ut 

Suppose Ihal Ihe members of onr bodies, 
inalead of ijeing: cnjilrulf ed by ihe will ofrbc 
i\ss'}, had each a separflie, independenl wilf 
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of i(^ own : wOKld iliey i.oi, in ihlS ^-ase, be- 
tftme iiwle.s and ev<f]* 111 ii^i? hi evens ? Some- 
ihin^ like iliis, you arc s-.Tislble, ec.asipniilljf 
Ijikes itlace. In eerlain dibpa&eij, ihe mem- 
bers seem lo escape from ihe i^onlrol of ihe 
will, and art as if ih^^' weie povftnied by a 
ficparaie will of iheir own. WSeu ihls is ibfi 
case, lernbleron^t-riLieiJcesoftcin ensue. The 
leetii shul suddenly and violeiXly^ 3i"l iii'^'^^" 
siE? Ihe tongue ^ Ihe elevaled hands beat the 
fice nnd oiher pails of ihc hn<ly ) ll»e fefl 
refuse in supporl H, and it rolls in the dusf, a 
ynelaecholy i.\id frlgh.fd spt^HacIc Such 
cETerta v-e call coiivii^io»s^ Theie are con- 
vulsions in Uic moral as well as in the natural 
.vorld and ihey lake place when (he will of 
inan refuses XO be coTilrolled by ihfi ^^'iU of 
God. Did Jill n-en s^tt'"'" "^<^ially ^'^ ^'^ 
will Ihey wouid live u.§eilier in love and 
liamionv,3nd,l]keihen.e..ibersofaheallhy 

body, wiinld flll promote each other's »el- 
la.e, and thai of UiR whole syslem. But 
Ihey have refused in obey his v.'il], J>n<l have 
sei up ihcir ov-n wills in opposilionto ii; Slid 
whal lias been Ihe coniequence T Coiivul- 
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^ions, nn.^1 tPrrihlc convulsion*., wiijcli liavr, 
i|| Ij^n llioLisanrl [housand ijislonccs, i(ij one 
in^rnber of this gf cat Iwiilylo injuroiuiolhcfi 
and ijoi nii'y rlisLurbed bui n(]|i<tst dosirnyi'd 
Ihe peace of 9ociely. Wfcial aro w^r^. in- 
snrreciions, rtvtilu lions ? Wliaiarerobbeneii, 
pirooies, murders, but convulsions in ibe 
moral world ? cnnvulsioiis ivfiich ■M'oukl 
ni'i-er ha vo occurred had nol iheivlf] [.hnan 
refused lo iubmil (□ the will of God. And 
neviiT w"|| iheso convuUious cen^e, never 
win uiilvtr!.al love, ami peace nnd hap]iiiiea3 
provjtil, unlH ihe rehelliom; vvill of man shall 
again subuiii lo ilie conirolling ^-iJI of Gnd, 
and h3s vi'iW shall be dons-Cin eanb as il is iij 
heaven. 



If all mankind could be pcr^iuadcd lo say, 
IVoi as 1 will, bui a'; thon ivifi, a? sfncerefv 
as Chriii said il, sni xvould iha[ moinejit 
cease lo exist in ihp woiTd^ God ami men 
would be pprrtcdy rceonriled, and h)s will 
would be dono on earih as 11 fs in hf^aven. 
Yes, lei every human being; only say lo.God, 



...ill, hi. whnle hear., Nol my -^li 1-^1^1'^"^ 
1,,.h„e.£L.,l holiness and baT.p'ncs5 would 
iMsianily fill Ihe worMi men would be in- 
liodind an^ls, ^nd earih would be-^oioe ^ 
sublunary heaveJi, 

1 Innk «p to heaven, .nd ihere s.o the 
hl«..d aed only Pounlaie. Ihe Cr.aior and 

tJ.holdei of all Ihlnp. ih^ "if"'i^ ^'^^ ^^^'■ 
nal Sovpiei^-o of ihe universe, govtmmKh.ii 
,„.iV.n-domv.iihahcontro!l^blc po^^-er, m 
a mauuer perf^^cdy wi.e, and holy , ajd ju^i, 
^ndeOfld. Tnihi.BE^inL:lseemyrr<ator, 
^,y Preserver, nny unweaded C.neiacior, la 
whan, 1 an-, .ndebied for overy drug: whu'h 

.1 po'^soss. And wiial doe. ihis bem^ '^e 
„haih.sboseen,inme^ Hesee^a^ad 
worm of Ihe dust, "ho is of yesterday, and 
tnow. nothing, who cannoi lake a ..r.? e 

.icpwiihoui making misl.kes, who ..whcly 
Jompoieni 10 g^i^e himself, and who by 
his own folly, is .elf-d.slr»yed, He has 
,.^ Ihis frail, blind,.etrins wnrm, presump- 
loously daring te criticise and ce.sure hiS 
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jir(n:eediii^, (□ iujerlui^ in Uh govenmient 
of llic HJirvejsR. ji,i(j tn j,y| up h\s own per- 
verse will a^r.^ijgi Li,^ „jj| ^f ],j^ Creatlir, hia 
Sov-emgii, and Jiis (lod ; hl^ own ignorance 
agTiriisl divine ninui^citnoc, add hlg oivu 
folt.^ a(;ain^l ]nrini(c "'FS<Jom. This he lias 
ssvii in me, eljuJ ilii^ lie hm sccd Iji you; 
and ivJji), Uiai (>elieres Gid ha^ so^n rhifi i;i 
him, can avoid feeling' ovf^rwhelmcd wiih 
fiorrnw, and slijme, und remn^se-? We 
may any wljet we please of ibe diffieully of 
repeniing, biiL ii would seom w l>e a iliou- 
saiifi fold more difficiifi to refrain ffgni re- 
peulin'i, after having- been ^iiil'j of cnjufiid 
lilie Ihia. O, ihcn, eeme aii^ perform iliia 
easy, ihis jncj^( rPasonafile duly, . Come, 
and repen(, before did, ofyoLirdisobcdiern:e 
and oppo^ilfon lo his will, receive ihrough 
■ Christ a free and ^raeioiia panlon, anJ tlien 
Jeam of bini v.hi> was meek aji.l lowly in 
hearl, lo ss.y, Falher, nol my «ill, h^t thlae, 
"te dOfle. 

Should an angpl who knew neLfifiig of our 
chatadlers, bul who had heard of ihs bless- 
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At.i, n\T.v THE fitrnjEcTs oF chhist. 

The m'jrrls oT Chii'^ry LnetlJalorial kiflg- 
doLn are ilivliieil ijiiu lu'o ci'^i^d cl£E'>:«f;s — 
ihmew'hosip oliedifiU, mil] Ihnse who are 
rr^lKilliou?. The former r!a?i is <-Cinpim-d 
of ^ond men ^hi\ ^n^l'^, ihc iaiii^ror wiclied 
#neii Hijd (lyvila. Thf roimpr aen^e Chriil 
willjiifly ai>d eheerfully. He rule^ ihfcn 
wiili iln; ^lijeii 'ipppire ef love; bis Iwiv is 
wriiten in their heiirl'S ; ihry p^ieem his yoke 
easy end lii-s Ixiril^n H^lil, and hBh.inally 
Ciceenle bis ivill. All tlie hri^hl arm[us of 
hcijveij, aiLgcli aiid arcliangels, who e.vrel 
in slren^h, are liin 5Krvan(s, an'l ^o forih ai 
Lis eommand, as messengers of love, 10 
niinisier eo die heirs of saivaiJonj or as mes- 
sengers of wraib lo ftnei^ule wnyeance on 
his enemies. Nor aie liis nbedienl suhjcet^ 
lo he found only in lieai^en. In Ihis v.cir|if, 
algo, iliR ^lan'l^rd of iha (rnps, ilie hanner 
of his love, is creeled, and Ihousaiicfs and 
tniliioTi^i who were once bis enemies, have 
l>eBn brought wilUng; captives to his feet, 




inn^ which Gnd lias beslnwed on j*, %idi[ 
this world, ivould heiini oKpccl loliiid every 
pan of it resuuudinq wlili die praises of God 
iind hl« love 1 Would he imi p^pncl lo hear 
old and yiung, parcnis aud c^liildrPiij all 
bleesinjr Gnd lor llio ^lad lidiiigs of lIip 
gnspfil, aiidrryiii^^, Hosanna 10 ihc Son of 
Davids How, Ihcn, would he hf gtievcd 
and disappciinied! iii>* asiouished lo fijidhn 
Ibat Being wlioni hchadevpj- heard praised 
ill ihe nil's! rapturous strains by all ihe 
ht]g[tt armies of heaven, slighted, disobeyed, 
and diabonored, by his crealures on earih! 
■\Vonld yoj nol bn ashamed. i^'Uiild V"u not 
blufib to look ?uc!i a visiter in the face t i'> 
leU him how JiiUe jou have done foi God, 
Icll him ihat yoe are nol one nf his servants ? 
O^ then, lei us slrive lo wifje away ibi^ foul 
slain, this dis^caee to our race and our 
wodU, T.ct not this world be Ihe only 
place^ extepi hell , inhere God is nol prEUScd. 
Lei H?. not be ihe only rreaiuics, excepl 
devils, who refase to praise bmi. 




have joyfully .L^kiiowleil^cd him as ihclr 
Masicr and Loid, and sworn allegiance !□ 
Iiim as Ihe Anllior of ibeir salvation. Nor is 
his Dudioriiy biss abioJiic over ite second 
clasg ofhi^ snbjeeis, who slijl persist in their 
rebellion, lu vain do Jiey say. We will nol 
have tlu9 man I-* icign over us. He rules 
tliem wiib a rod oC ircjiu causes even iheir 
wralh 111 pvni&e Iblnij and makes dicm ill? ii^ 
vohini^rylii?LrLimeiJlsoJcarryinr;oii his graal 
designs- He liolds ell itic infernal spirits in 
a chain, govcinfi the ciimiuernrg, monarchs 
and^tc^onea ofiheeanli, and in all ihiu^i 
whereinihcy deal prondly. lie i^ sliU above 
lliein. In owe or die nilicr of difse ways, 
all must serve ChH^t. h it not beiler lo 
serve him w;iliii2;ly, and be re^-atdeil, ihan 
lo servebiin reluctantly, and be ilaslroyedT 

flHl'ULNESS Oy UKBEMEP. 

The rcasoji why persons "ho appear to 
bi? in wine- mea^iite convinced of sin, so 
often lose llieir coLiviedon^ ; and wby so 
maiiy prefes^ots of rell^don fall away and 
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dEs^iffi llieir prolessioif, h. becjiuie the 
ivork. of coiJviL-lion was iio^'ei' JhorougJilj' 
pcEromied ; because they were never con- 
vinced or unbelief: Tlie^ saw, jwrbjipj, 
ihai ihey were sinners. They ftli con- 
vbeed of many dfiis in Ihelr lumpers and 
toncTucI; ihey in some moasure cerrecrcd 
and h\'i aside tJieBe sina; ih^ti Iheir con- 
fciences eeased lo reproach Lhem, and ihey 
flaliered lliemselvea ihni ihej hrnl become 
a<-\v creatures. Bill, meanwlid^j ihey knew 
norliiii^ of (he greal sin of unbeJief, and 
[herefore never eoiife^ued, repented of, or 
fuisnok 11, unlil [i proved llie^r desimciion. 
They weieljkea man wtio should go lo a 
physician lo bo healed of some illgbl esier- 
nal ivoLuidj while he kuew noihing offl deep- 
tooled distjide vhkh was pi-eyij]^ upon l:ig 
vitals. Professors, Iry yourselves by [begp 
rejnarks. Lnyk back lo Uie fime when you 
imagined your^elvei to be i^oDpfnced of sin, 
and say wheiher you were iheii ponviuced, 
oi whether yon ha^e al any lime since been 
tonvlnced, of ijie exeaeding sbifnlDess of 
unbelief. If nol, tiiere h ^roal reauji lo 
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lear shai vou are Je-'eived, ihai you hiivp 
inisial:ejHhefornifDrtlie|iowerofgodl]neh5. 



Tt is God'q inmnabje method to humble 
before lie e\allg i lo show us our diseaies 
hefnro. be heal^ (bem i lo ronvince ns (hat 
we are fionerfe before bo proninmces our 
paidon. When, iliercfore, ihe Spiiii nf all 
graee-and cnusolatlon comBS to comfort and 
sanclily a sinnei, he begins by ni'ting iba 
patV of a reprover^ find thus convincijitf him 
of aiiT. The sin of whicb he more pariieu- 
jatly aim^ to coniiinre him ia unbeber He 
shiill repr'nc lUe world of ?in, saj-S our 
Saviour, Why? Because ihey arc mar- 
derere, tbiei^os, or HdnUercrs? No. Be- 
cause Lliey aio .^illty of sl-mder, f/and, or 
estoiiion ? "So. BecBuse ihey are iuiempe- 
raie, tlisgi paled, or srniual? Tio- Beeause 
iSey are envious, m&liVious, or revengeful ? 
Nuj but becoiiSK they ore unbelievers, 
because Ihey believe iioi on me. 
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If there Ij inm fatt, or dtieEripie,or prohiicse 
in iha BibJe, wlrich has produced no piacllcal 
eifetl n|)oii your leinper or eniidiict, be as- 
sured lljal yoii do nol iifily believe it. 

COyDUCT OF ntK^ TUWAnos THETE 
MAKEJl- 

'Maukiiid seem lo eqDsider God as a soM 
of omhw, who has no lighis^ or, al kaal, as 

one whose ri^hla maybe disregarded 'and 
Irsmpled on al pleasure. Tliey j.llow ihat 
promkes made lo eaeh oiher ongfa (o be 
fuf^lied; Uisi (hey viiihle, williont scrnplp, 
those promisei which ihey olen niflke to 
God, in an hour of seriousness, siehne^s, or 
effliclion. They allow that eanldy "nilers 
oLj^ht to be obeyed, but ihey seem lo Ihink 
ihai nn ol»edrence is due lo ihe Sovereign 
Itoler of Ihe universe. They ellow Ihal 
ehirdren on^lil lo love, lienor, and snbmii Lo 
Ihelr parenrs; bii! they do not Eippear lo 
ihlnk ibitt ftiiher love, honor, or snbmiskjon, 
should be paid lo our Falber in heaven. 
They allow that graliiuile is due lo hiiuian 



Ijonefuolors, and ihal lo re^julie ilicir favotg 
ivilli iugraliiude, is a proof of Bljominable 
wickedness; bni Ihey prociically deny 
llial any graicful retnrns shoiiji] be made lo 
our heavenly ■Eencfaciot fur his iiinumerable 
benefits, and seem to couaider ihe blaejic^t 
in-'caiitude lowards hiin 33 scarcely a siii^ 



Whm a son forsakes his father^s house ^ 
when he reluaes lo comply with bis enlrealies 
10 return i when he chooses lo endure all the 
evils of poveny rather than relurn,— we are 
ready lo auspcci ihai his fatlier must be a 
very diaasreeaWe, unlovely, or crnel chw- 
ncloT, since his own children caiinol Live 
wilhbim. At le sat, we shall ihink Ibis un- 
less we have a veiy liad opinion of the son. 
We must cojidenin one or the other- £o, 
when God's oivn eiealure^, whom be has 
nourished and brought upas childrenj for- 
sake bim, and refuse lo reliirii or be recon- 
eilcd, it gives other beings cau^e to suspect 
that he mnsi be a very cruel, u^ilovely being -, 
inid Ihey musi either conclude that he is so, 
or form B very bad opbiioii of us. Now, 
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^tJiiiOri will nul jiHow tliat ihe IkuU is Ibeirai 
of cQurae iLcj lliiow all ihe blamis u|H)|| 
their Crfsaiotj and rcprfiSfiiil him as siitli ao 
unkiEiJ.cmdPareiil, iHalhis dhjldien CEmnol 
Jive u'iih or please liim. Il is Iruc, GtHf has 
power lo vindicate lilg own chiiratlef, and 
lo sIkhv tfiQ univurae lba( Ihe faiik is wholly 
ojE-j. Uul Ihis ia no Ihaiik^ in m?- Tiio len" 
deucy of our ronducl is tilill The ssrae; rt 
alill lends [0 load his cliaracicr wilh ihc 
blackest infiimy ^d diigrace. This 15 eJI 
(he i"f;[urn WK niEdie him for giving' u» esisE- 
tuce. iTiuj do yc riiqiiile ihc Lord, O 
foaliah people, and unwise. 



Will a mnn rob Goil ? jt'el ye Lave 
TCil>bed ma. Tt i? evidenl that you wiLbhold 
yoiii IjvaiJs fioni Qod ^ or, in other wurdn, 
Tob Lfia of your sSfactitms, the very llf]nj5 
wlilrth he piineip&lly desires. And is (his a 
^mall oJfence 7 Should a poi'jon rt b Jou of 
the aiTeeiif.!! and esleem of ihc panncr of 
yum bosom, ol your eliildren, or your friend:^, 
ivould you not thint Jt a great iJijiiryT 
Would it not in many ia^iaiiecs be ;voro 



Ih^n robbing yuu nf yuiir properly f And 
i? it, then, n trifling <iflcnce for uiEelligeirt 
rroaiures to rcb iJieir Crcalor, Faiher and 
Bciiofar.ior, of Ibai suprojoc place in Uieir 
afTcelions lowbich be hiis b most porfecl 
ngbtf and whlrli he prizas alcove fcvcry ihiiig- 
they jxJU&ca^ 1 



The^-orid is, in some foim or ofherj tlie 
great Dlanap ihc grund idol of all iis inhab- 
itants, si> long eg ihey coWbue in ibeirnal- 
mal sinful elaift. Thfty bow down (n U ', ihey 
ivorsllip it; tbey spend and arc spent for ii ^ 
Ihcy educate ihdf children in il? service ; 
their liearli, iheir snJnda, ibcir memories, 
tbeiriLnagins-lions, are fnllofil^ their loiig-i^s 
gpeak of H ^ ibeir hands grasp ii j Lbeir feel 
purine il- In a wor<l, it is all in nil to Uieni, 
vblle llicy give scarcely a wxrd, a look, or 
alhoughi 10 biin^vlio made aiid preserves 
Ihenn and wlio is really all [n all. Thus 
men rob God cif their bodies and s|>irits, 
whith are bis, and praelieatly say^ We are 
our ovra ; ^bo is Lutd over us 1 
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From llic innnner in wiiicli we Labiuialiy 
treat the Biljlej we may learn wliat are our 
fyeling^ find dispMiiions lowarda Giid^ fur 
a^ ive Ireiil ihe word of God, so ahoidd wa 
tceai God Limself, a-cre he to eome pud 
reside among us, b a human (osm, a^ he 
once.dwpU njiC3,rthin ■llio (orjn of his Son. 
TijB contents c-f Scripiure are a perfect 
IranacripC of the divine Ttilnd, If, then, (iod 
sljould come to dwelt among us, he would 
(encli liio same llilu^ ilial the Scrlpiures 
lanelij and pronounce upon iXi (he same len- 
ience whhcli they pronounce. We should 
lheri]ii>re feel towards bim as we now feel 
ttuvards tbcm. If we reverence, and love, 
and obey the Scrlpmrcs. (hen we should 
reverenee, love, and obey fiod. Bill if we 
diblifee Of disbelieve ihe ScriplureSj if wo 
seldom study tiiem, or read ibemonfy "-ish 
indHTeience and neglecl, we i-hoiflil ircai 
Goil in [he sume manner. Kevcr would hu 
be a wekouie Guest in a family wlicrt bis 
Vh'ord is ntiglected. 
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No man will ever volu.larily neglect .^ 
„,„Le hii^seir acq.aiuted .,.h U.e co.te.^. 
.1 a message sent. obim by o™^vhom l^- 

,.kn^.|edges as his superior, or cnw.^^ 

he f^^!^ hi,»i^e!f «o be dependent Lei a 
.uhieet receive a ^..nmunicabon from^ h.s 
„,K.oM«d£td sovereign, and as ,t d.,ms, 
::.' will Lelve his :mmed^e_.t^.i™. 
I,,rw.Un.e,e.pe=iaUyUfileonta,,,sv.no,s 

L.d hnrK^rtnnt i..lruc,i.,s, lln.k a basty 
^or,..alnfitrf..lcn,. No, be w,ll study .t 

'u he feel. co..n.Ieui dial b^.^^^'T^^-^'-^ 
vi^h its contents, and understands the.r,m- 

.nrt At lea.t equally .ert^.n, ^^^ '^'i'f^y 
cvtot i. iU tLat eve-y Tnan .vbose hea.t 

aHnowle.l;,^sClod to bolns r=gblfu.S-^.- 
ln,.ndtho believes thai d,eSenpt..es 

Tot. a revelation fr.n>bim,v..ludy 
tbemaLtemivdy. .lody^cmulbe co^ 
.„nfident that be understand. d.e,r cm te.^, 
^d that il,ey have made him w,seu»to sal- 
vation. Th-^imm^vLo doe. nol.h>.s study 



•n 



3B 



flEGLiiOT OF PRAYER. 



ihenij ^liQ negligenlly ^uflbrs ihem lo lie,, 
for day? PJid ivec'k&, tinopcntd^ ^^y^- more. 
fljipliciily Ihuii any words can say^ 1 nm"' 
Lord ; God is noi my Sovprcign ] I am not 
Ills &uljjtti^ nor do I consider it [nip<trLanl lo 
kiiovj v/iiQl ha loqaitcs of rt\c. Carry, hi& 
me^ifJfi^s lo lliosi? who mc ^iiljcci lo him, 
and lliey will, pcrliapsj pay ihom sonie 
atlciition. 

I.ASGITACE OF ALL WHO flLGLECT 
fJTiTEE, 

Iiisnalural 10 mail, from Lis cflrlicalinfiin- 

cy , ti> cry fdr relief when in dangtir or dislreds, 
if he &uppo5ti i^ai any ooe able lo reli<?i'e 
hini is williin heoring' of his crie^. Every 
mari, then, wlio feels hin owli dpppii'IsTici? 
lip™ Godj ynil hi^ need ofble^sinss whith 
G''J only ciin bf!lnw^ will pfEiy Eo lijin. 
H? u. ill feci Ihal prayer is not only iiis (liUy, 
but his highest privilege^ a privilege of 
mhirh he wt^iild no! consent to be deprived, 
Ihoii^h fiofifinemeiii hi o den of lious "were lu 
bel'ic coji^Fqnenccof ilaeKercise, The man, 
[lf}H, who refuses, or ncg-lecls lo prdj, who 




TIZL .eliher ih. one n.r the oih.r I 

Uro?Jllu.pr.se.ecand.id:n,l.ei™ 

r detilor 1 cU meei .i.d grapple, ^.s.p- 

id 

b,o which !,em.yi..her mo. &^1. - ^1"^ 

b.gu»gecf'.A]^^lie,.eskcipri.y.^^ 
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rORBEAB.i^'^JJfi OF flOD- 



Kj:ASUP of cod's FORnFAUA.WflE U'lTJI 

sis^Etia, 
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.■^^i^^^^^^T^o^v ^^'SiELt God e!.n do, ^.nd 

<!xcecd uurs. 



IIoiv woTidecrul Ls Ihe long-auflcring ami 
foibeiirancie ofGnd '. Here aie siJJEieTs ^ho 

have l>Efc]i^ for livejiiy, Jbrly, si^ty yeais, 
iibugliig his paLknt^e, and misiniproviiig- oil 
Ijis benefils- Yet, msiead of cuitiiie ihem 
down, he adds another year, perhaps many 
ycats, to their fang since forfeiied lives. 
There arn slnueis who have wnsleni and 
profaned ihoiLsead Sabbaihs -, yel he allows 
Ihem onOLlier Sah!>!ilh, another op[.orluni(y 
tif hearing Ihe offers of fifllvelion. TJi^re 
ore liijiiiers ^ho have repealed ly'bceii urged 
in v-ain lo be roconcHed to God; yet ho 
coiidctcciiiig siill lo request a reconciliaijon. 
Tiufrc are sinners at who^e haaris Clu-bl 
has knofkedp a Ihonsand and a thousand 
limes 1 bul, lliougli ihej refuse lo admii Jiim, 
he still knocks agnin. O, why are such 
treaaurea of gjodness lavished on such in- 
MnwbJe creatures? Why is such an inea- 
thneble prize put inln the handa of those 
who have no hear! lo improve it 7 Wliy^ 



;t ^...p-.p«->>o™L.e,.u.>^- 
6t,dl cffa It,™ llio aasislan" of my hp'"'. 
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MIW'S UEI-ENDIHVlMi. 



lu rfiiJ4?T lliPin iioly ; ihese privileges iLcj 
stiall RHJoy for years logclb<:r. If Elicy im- 
prove Tjicin arightj if (hey believe ray ^ord, 
rteeive eiiuI love tny Son, aud rmiounce iheir 
?ins, I ^[(1 acliiiowtedge Ihat I have accused 
iliqiri filsfily. ilijt they arc iint flo dnjiravciJ 
bs 1 iiavt [ejirusonifid ihom. But, aboiiJd 
tlieVj on the coQlraiy, negleel my ■word, 
disbelkve llic g;o5pe]j and n-Jiisc lo receive 
and submil to my Sod; should tbey profane 
llic Sabbath, r(ii5[mprovG Iho driy nf grflfe, 
rcftibc 10 E'^pcHi fif tliflir aiu^'^ iiod be recon- 
ciled to ICO,' — tbea il will be ovLdent Jo flU, 
tliaiT have noi iiccu&od llicm rafsely; Ihal 
they are Jiijt iiieli depraved^ obstinalCj ir- 
reconcilable enemies to mc and la gynd- 
iitfig, as I have repr^cjiicd iliem to be iu 
ray word. 

iVi: ARE LUKDa, JRK. II, 31. 

If men are indeed indepeiidcnl of Gnd, it 

iiisy, Villi s.ifciv- bo afiioricd, ihai be i:5 
aloioi^l llie only being or objecl in llie uni- 
verse, on' wbom they are uoL depeudeul. 
R'om ihc cradle lo ihe grave, llieir lives 



..hH>iim^o else .hau a co,...ued course 

.f ,|.pe.den.e. They a.e de.cnJe.t o. 

,b..aU,onthe.-aler,or.tbea.r,oue.ch 

..U.r, oil irrational ani;«a]., on ^'^^^^^'^'^ 

:,Uhol'dliisbe.^., «nd,heclo.d.ihe,r 

L.eftV.s.mi5b.y-i«depeade„t beni^ 
o,,i.es. Le.l>nl.p..Uler,Wbla.ls^eep 
over ihem, ^d lli^y are geue. Let but 

,em.in,r.rcep.iblederan,eme^Ua].ep.^ 
in their fr.il bu..or.plic.."dfm^.,^.^^l 

a,eir boasted inicbe.tual po«-. s->< '° ■!■- 

Lmall portion of tb.iW, or. ^hich hey 
riaily d.i>.iKl for «our,.bn,o«t, p.^s b.t Lhe 
l..e.dd. of a li.^0 f.om it. proper co..^. =.i-f 
,Ley empire i."S«i.y^ A. io.ect. a noe,lle 
a tW, ha. ofter. proved sufficient to sabjeeL 
rem.o\be.amef,,i. And .h .. | W are 
7ci,eadcntoa.oin.r,yobiect.forlhecon. 
J„^e. of their live., they are. Ir-penden 
o„a.lill.rea.er».mberrorhapp,n.ss a.d 

for ihe su.ce.. of .heir ...erp-.o.. Letb^ 

;.l„^le spark fall .i.h..de<l, or be v.aacd 
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TO TKT. TMrESITEST, 



TO TI3K IMPSNllENT- 
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CD4IL ihouaEindJ^ (lie labors of niaiiy ytiirs lo 
ereel^ in.iy |>c lurnod lo ashss- Let ilie 
hvind l>m blow from ojie point, rarlior than 
from aiioLlit;r, aiirl (be bopes of the mer- 
chant aic ilfisljed againsi-r3 rock. J,et but 
a little mojf, or a llttlg less, than the usual 
qiiaiility of rain descejid, and in the Jailer 
ease ihc piospetls of llje husbaiid^iyn are 
blasled, while, in Ihe other, hi^ an licipa led 
liflrvest pcrr^lies benealh llie clods, nt i^ 
swept away by an iiiuitdalioDr Bin in vain 
do vo atlenijit to (fescribe fhe cKleiil nf 
man'a depcndeoee, or cniimerale all Ibe 
objects and evenis on ivhieh be dcpcDds. 
Yet all these objcels and aveals are under 
Ihe conLiol of Jehovah. Without biB iiolice 
Eiiid appoiuiment, i:oL e hair fails from our 
liead^, nor a sparrow lo the ground. O hoiv 
liir 15 it, ilien, from being Inie, that man is 
nol dependent on God ! 

TO THE TWPESITEST. 

?Hy friends, God oJi^ra you ihe ivaler 
flf life, without money and wiiiioiit price. 
Every one iTifiy come itiid lake ii if he will 3 



mid is noi this sufficient 7 Would you have 
Ibc water of life fntocd upon you? What 
is it Lliat you wish '•. My fi-icii'la, I will loll 
yoa whai you wish. You wish to live as 
you please here, lo disobiy your Crealoi, 
to neglect your Raviour, lo fiilHl ihe doiicea 
(if ibi?.flu&h aud of ihe mind ; Bud Jii domU 
In l>G admilSed into a kind of sensuLi) para- 
dise, where you Inay tEinle agahi the snme 
pleasureii ivhicl] you eujoyed en earlh. 
You wiah Ihai God sijould bfCflk his word, 
£lain his jusdce, pnrlly'afid Iruih, and aayri- 
fieo Uio honor of hi^ law, his owji rightful 
ttUlliorily, and ihe l^cflt inleresis of tlie ujis- 
vora^lo iIlo grali/icatioii of your own sinlhl 
prt>pcm*ilio5. 

Look back lo ihuse ivbo have passed Ihe 
great i?hange ihrou^h which we must ^11 
pass. Tliluk of Ihe palriarchs who died 

before Ihe flnod. They have been perfeolly 
happy lor more ilian four ihousand years ; 
yel ihcir happiness has hut just commenced. 
Think of Ihe aiinicfi who died before Ihe 
flou^l, Forinnre than four ibnusand ycais 
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con APCftV WITH SJfiSETIS. 



IlKy have been oomplefely wTelclied^ end 
yd Lbeir mkorj is but )ji?g"n. So Ihere will 
comu a time vihen you will ha\-<! been hippy 
or miserable (our Uiousdnd years, and for 
four (lines fniir thousan*) yeai!;, and yd your 
Jififlven i)F jirnr hfttl will even Ibcn be f^ut 
begioniug. 

fiQi) A.riGBT WITH SirTHEPfi' 

"God is angry wilh the ■wlckfid every 
d^y," Do you asli why he ii angry? J 
imswcrj He I5 an^ry lo see ^atiolHl^T rm- 
niorlal, and accOiiDt&bJe balug^, spending 
liveniy, forty, or sisly years in Iriiling" Ufld 
sm'i serinng divers idds, lu^ls imd vauiilcs, 
and liviiijf as if death were an elertia! sleep- 
He is imgiy to see you forgetting your 
Maltcr in chi]dlnji>d, iit yo"ib, in manboodj 
mAkiri^ no rclunis for al\ hiabcnelii3,cii filing 
off his fear, and restrfuiiing prayer, and re- 
bi^lling afjainst him vi^o baa nourii^hed riTii^ 
brought yoLj up as <!biMren. He i? at\^ry 
to see you laying up treasures on cardi, 
eijd not in lieavqnj seekiog" every iJilcig m 
preference to U10 one thmg ueedTulj (ovIu° 




ilMi praise of men more ilmn ll^e praise of 
liml^ aiLd fearing those rtbo can only kill 
tlur body, more ihun bnn who baib ]/'t\\'f-T to 
I'MFt both Boul aod bndy iulo hell. He is 
uiigry lo sec that you di^reganJ alike his 
Uireaienings and hi& proiuises ^ hiu judg- 
incnls and bis mercies -, ihal yon bury let ibe 
,'Krih llie laleuishehas ^veu you. and bring 
forth no frml lo bi^ glory ^ thai you neglect 
hin wordj bis spiiil and hi^ law, viiid petlsh 
in impenilency and unbeliefrni^t^ilh'it.iiidins 
nlf Ihe means employed for yont couver.^ion. 
Ho is angry to see you come before him aa 
bin poDple, iind worship him wlLh your lips^ 
while yimr lboui?;his an; perhaps waiulering 
10 Hifl emlii of the eartli- He is anf^ry to 
BCe jou ItiJhtlng in your own wis^dom, 
fiirenglh and ri^bleou^ncss for salration, 
intlrad of placlug your dependence on 
Cbrisi, Ihe only namo by ^vhicb yon can 
possibly i>n saved. The^e are sins of wb;<-b 
eveLy penoii, in an uneon^erled ,^iaie, 1^ 
^iiiUyi and Ibt ibese tbinga God is Migry, 
itaily angry, grcally and justly angTjj and 
unless his an^er be speedily apijca^ftd, it 
will mosl eeilaiiily prove your ilcsliutliun. 
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LUKE av. 10, 

God DOW touimaiidelh all men, every ■ 

wherpftercpenl. ][ lay Ibis command across 
your pflrtij ; yon iianaoL proceed one step 
farther in a sinful conrse M'iihout Ircadiog ii 
iiiidtf fuDl. You are ui'ged to tliG immc- 
dialo perfurm^iica of ibis duty by a regard 
lo your own inlercst^ for except ye repenl, 
ye shall all likeivisc perish. Yqu aie urged 
lo it by all the bk&sed angcla, who arc 
^v-aii[ii^ w'ilh desire lo rejoiee in your con- 
version. Abovo all, you are niosi power- 
fully ur^d lo ii by the blessed Redeemer, 
whom you arc under Ihe strongest possible 
obhgaLions lo love and obey. He lias dene 
and Bufibred much for you. For you he ha5 
loilcd, bled and dfod. For you lie eboer- 
fally cndLitedlheseoflsandciuehies of meii; 
the rajje anil inabec of devils ^ and the over- 
wliohning weight of bia Father's wcalb. In 
return for all this, he a&ks of yoti one small 
favor. He merely rcquesrs you to repent 
iuid be happy. If ynii comply wiih thifi 
request, be will see of ihe travail'Of bis 



Ruul, and be satisfifid. O, dien, be persua<led 
I^C'^'CJoyto God, to his Sen, and lo Ibc 
blessed angelsj Ip make ibis day a f^aiival 
i]i heaven, by repeniing. I^ven now, your 
lieavcniy Father is waiting for your leiura, 
iind the Redeemer slauds ready with es^ 
pandcd arms to leecive you. Even row, 
Uic white robes and dio ring are provided, 
and the fatted calf is made ready 10 feast 
reliimin- prodigals, Eviin «ow, angels and 
archangels are leady to pour fordi iheir 
mnstjoyfa] song5 to celcbiale your reiuni. 
Will yoQ, then, by pei&isiing in impeiii- 
Iciiru, seal up their bpsT Will you ^ay, 
There shall be uo joy in heaven, this day, 
013 our oc:f:oiinlT (Sod fibab JioL bo glo 
rifipd, Cljrisl shall nnl bo gratdifd, angels 
sh^ll not i^oife, if we can prevciU il ^ 
If ibere bo any of who^c feelings aiid eou- 
ducl Ihis is tlkC language, I solemnly, bul 
relueiauily, declare unto you, in the name 
of Jehovah, that God and liis Son sltall be 
glorified, and there sll^M be joy ovpr yon m 
heaven, notwiih^ianding all your endeavors 
10 prevent il. Never shall any of bis crea- 
tures rob God of liis -lory ; and, if you «'ill 
4, 
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ii<j[ qoiiscnl (hflt his grace shall be glorified 
in your salvaiioHj lir 'will be ctunpelled lo 
glnrify his jiislitf-, iJi y'nur uvcrlditin^ cle- 
bJr^lcc^c^[l. If you ivill nDt Ei]loiv Htn jnbabU- 
iuiis of hi?!tv<3ii in rtjoicc ill your reppnlance, 
theJr !uve of jiislicc, truJli aiid liollnofls ■will 
cQnslrain tbcin To rejoice iu your coDdein- 
niiiioii, riiid lo siijig allelucaj wliile llie ^moke 
of your lonniTEii ascendelh uji forever and 
ever, 

OBJECTIOSS OF SrnyER? JO THt GOSPEL 

S(]f>pose Ihal, whife yon are dyin^ of a 
falsi dibuaHRj a mediciuf ef greai rcpuled 
efficacy is offitcd you, od nidldng Trial of 
which, ynu find yoiirseif rofiiored lo heallh 
and aclivily. Full of jtpy and graiiiude, you 
projn>5e Ihe remedy lo olLiets, affllcEed wiih 
the same disease. One nf tln?se persons 
replies lo yoii, '-I am surprised UuU J'^ju 
place so much fiiiili in ihe virinc^ of i his 
medieiiic. How do yuif kncv dmt il \vfls 
reaLy discoveri?'! Wy the perion who^e name 
ilbeara ? Or, even if it were, it jg so many 



,«M .0 Ili.a<^«ho first us=d>i. 

b=.lm, v-lios^ ^ff'^^ts J"" '■■■'^° *T 1 
ncwi^r. 
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Wiij yjn say iljai ihcip urc no feal stars, 
becautt yea ^oniclimes sRf nicleors faJJ 
which for a time appeared to be aiais ? 
Will you say Uial broasoms never produce 
fiuil, bcoEiusa njany of Elrem fall olT, jnd 
home fmit, wliicii appanra sound, is rollen ai 
tlic tore ? Equally absu.-^ is [e to say ifjcre 
b no suth Ihip^ a,^ r^al relJ^on, licause 
many who profess ii fall, away^ or prove lo 
be bypocriles iu hc^i. Or «i!] lou say 
ihai a medicine does no good, because, 
IlKJiigh ft reinovts the fever, k does nut 
Tesiore ilie pa^enL lo perfen fiiieiigih in an 
insia:.!? K'Uially groundless and absurd is 
il to say lliai rcligioQ does no! mako its 
possessors belter, because il does not, in a 
Biemeni, make them perfect es Ihe an^dE 
ofGod. 



The many rBlge and counretfeil appear- 
ances ^i-hlch we meet willi. jn&lead efprov- 
tag that [here is no rcli^iun in tlnj world, nol 
only ptove Ihai iherc is, but (hat if is e,t- 
Iremely precious; olhertvise Le would nol be 
tounierfeKed- No one will be al Uje trouble 
of counleifeiling, cillicr what djes noi exisi, 



in-whati^ of nn value. No one will make 
jEil?e stones, or fal?c dusi, ihnuyh niEuy 
iimk^ false peflJ'lfi and diamonds. If iJiCru 
were no real money, ihcre woifld be no 
counteifcit^ a"d so, if llicre «crc no veal 
religion, ihere ivoidri be no false rcljgionr 
One cannot esisi v^idioiU ihe other Jiny fliere 
than a shadow cuii esisM^iiljoiii a snV.siancc^ 
ffiid he who rejects all religion, because 
hypocrites somelime^ borrow i Is name iind 
appeasance. acts no -Itifi absurdly ihan be 
\vbo lllrol^■s bis gold or jewels into Ihe [ire, 
iiCEjaufle g-jld ami jewels have Bomeiimeti 
Lbl'U Con lite rf'^i (1^1 !. 



Surely, if Cbri^tiaiuiy'jc a delusion, it is a. 
blessed delusion imJecd^ and be wbo Bl- 
tcmpls lo destroy ii is an enemy to mankind. 
It i^ a delusion which leaches "S te do justly, 
love mercy, and wnlk humbly^'Uh oiirGodi 
a dcluaion i*hieh lea<?.hi;s us lo love our 
JUaker biiprenicly, iind our neighbor a^ oiir- 
sclve^l a delusion ivhich tids n^ love, 
fet^i-e, and pray fur our eneniies, render 
good for evil, and promote ihe glory uf God 



:„,^idBflai 



J 



M 



rOLLr OF OBJFCTOHS^ 



iind lti& iiiit>|Hni?&3 of our fyllowcieaiare&j by 
evfliy means in our power ^ & delusion, 
"■liirh, wherever it i? rcfoivcd, produces B 
Immblcj mwclf, cliarjlablc Egid peEiCtJiil 
Ifinpfrj an^l wiuch J did iL universally provrul^ 
■would banish waia, vice and misery Trjiiii 
ihcivorlt!. 'Ii-in a delusion whlck iioi only 
-3ii]^pDrLs and cmnfoii'^ ilis believers in itieic 
wearisome progress llirongii this VrUc of 
leak's, bui allenJi *hem in dealh, vr-Ken all 
oiher Consolations faj], qU'I enabled Ihem lo 
irinrnph over sorrows, siekne^s, anguish and 
iba grave. If dalnsinn fan Ho tliii^ in delu- 
sion Jei me live and die; for wlial coiild the 
iinosL blesseJ lealily do more f 

FOI,tS OF IIEJKCTIMC TITE GoSFEL- 



Shall we listen lo mcu "ben God apfiaks ? 
Shdl Wind and ignorant svornis of ihe dasl 
preiend to know wi^ai God^itl <!e^ beiiPi' 
than he who was from etHrnliy in Ihe bo&oin 
of iheFalher? IJast Ihou, O man, whoso- 
ever liinn an, (hat p/eieiidcsl llial the words 
of Christ areniiteasQnable,or iiiiftrobable, or 
falsAjhasIlhouBSCefldedinto heaven, or de- 



; 1 iW i! sea besides, A"^ 



OG I ^T»u^rleIEHC¥ of eeJ-30H. 



IBSITFFICIEHCE OF HXTWAIT nE-VSON- 

Viowed [lir<ni}"h ojiy oilier medium tlian 

ibat of revclalion, man is a riddle h'liioh maif 
eanuot expoum;! ; a l>eiiig composed of 
ineeiisJstcneies and conlradicdon?, v^hicb 
iinaiBJsled reason mnst fornvcr seek in vain 
lo refniicjfp. In vaiti does bbe endeavor to 
aseertEiin ihe origin, objccL and end of bis 
ouisEeDce. In vabi docs sbe inquire in what 
fais daiy and lioppiifess cnnsi&l. In vain 
doen she a^k what in his present c<nieerQ 
and r-Liiure dygiinatiiin, Wlierever she turns 
for InfucinHilon, sheis soon lost in a labyrinth 
or ifyubts ant) perplexities, and lintla Ihe 
progress of lier [esearcho? InlerrLipled by a 
cloud ofohscuriiyw|ji<-hLlie rays of ber feeble 
lamp are inauJJieienl lo penelrale. 



anpposo yiiu shuuld see b man carryinf 
a lilllo, glimmering taper in lii^ hand ai 
noonday, widi his bacl; turned lo ilia giin, 

End fuoU&lily endeavoring lo persuade him- 
self and olhera that he had no need of liio 
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Eun and that liis Isper gave more light ilian 
that glerions Uimbary. Hovl' amadn^Iy 
great would be his folly ' ToL lln^ liiusirji- 
lion bul very feebly represents Ihe folly of 
lliose Mho walk In the sparks .>( Iheir own 
kindling, while ihey disregard Uie glorious 
SunoftigbteouiJiess, 

lki.f.wllifti tho^ewho hale fliid despise 
Iho religion of Jesug because it condcnina 
their ovil deeds, have enSeavorcd to deprive 
bim of Ihe honor of eommunicaihig lu man- 
kind tlie glad hdlflgsonifeaiidimmorSalily^ 
I knowlh«L iheykavc dragged Ibe moul- 
dering carets of pagauism froiu the grave, 
animated her Urdess form wirh a spark 
Btolen from Ihe sacred allar, arrayed licr i" 
the sp<»iU nf Chrislianily, reeiili^tened her 
exl'mgul^hed taper ftl the torch of revdatioil, 
dignified her wiili ihe jiame of nalnral reli- 
gion, end exalted ber in ihc temple of reason, 
asBgoddess, able, «i.bont divine asfiislanee, 
lo gnidi? mankind lo In.ih and bapplnefis. 
Hut we also kntiw, lliai all her boa&ied pre- 
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leiisiona are vain, lljo oLTspuijg of ignorance, 

^lcke*fnesa and pride. We know iliac she 
IS Litdeblcd to Ihat revclc^fian ^vhlcti she pre- 
s\iiai-B in rtdictilc jind toudemii, fnr nvcry 
SHJiiMiiiJte of Irulb or encrs;^ u'liiili ishi? dis- 
plavii. Wc knnu' <tiat ilie most nke tan ilj, 
!■> lo find men l5l[nd aiid.kave tljiiin so; and 
1o lead Lhr-m ^LiirfiirlkcrHsiray, [ii alabjr[|iELj 
ofi'ice, delusion aifd wfCH:lit<liiesa. 'I'his is 
JncouEfotpnJbly evident, both from pasL and 
pre^enl ejcperieiicej and nc may defy her 
1— b y^^ eloquent ailvnrales lo produce a single 
iiii^ljuicre^ in "wfiicb sLe has eHlJ^liieued or 
_rGforin<:d mankind, ir, m Ig uUen Siireiled, 
^]ie is flbfe to guide us in Ihe paih of iruUi 
and happiness, v-iiy hs^ the ever suJfcccd 
her vecoriea lo reuia[u a prey U> S'iee and 
igaoiaace? "VMiy did she iiol leacli the 
leanjed Pgypjians lo abstain flv>m worshlp- 
pingtheir leekii and enians? Why nol la- 
slrirct ihc polished Greeks lo renounce djeir 
sisly ihousand god^l Why not per&uade 
Ike cnliglUtiicd Romans lo abslain from 
Efilorins" iheir deili<?d miicdercra'? Wliy not 
prevail on ibe wealthy PhcRulcians In refr.iin 
from sacrificing Uieti infajiEE lo Sulum ? Or, 
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noinica] (realises, boeaiiHe lliey do not de- 
st;ribc tlio inbafjilants of ihe moon, and of 
Ihe plancis; er "vvbo should (ifol wbh ron- 
leiiipt every book iviiich doea not answer all 
the cjiiestions Dial may be asked re^peellng- 
[he ^uiij!;e[ oFsvhicli [i Iroaiji ■? Or, lo eome 
5till nearer to Ihe poijil^ what would vou say 
of araan, whn, 'vlien sink of a norlal disease, 
slinuld refuse aji iiifallil)ie remedy, unless 
Ibe pliyflieian ^vould lirst tplf him how he 
look il)e (Usease, hoiv yiick diaea^ea firs! 
entered the world, why (hey Mere peimillcd 
to enier li^ and by whal seciet law's or vir- 
tues the offered remedy woufd eficct \i\a 
enre ? Would you not say, a man so un- 
reasonable deserves to die ■! He must he left 
lo suffer fur bi^ lolly. Xow,lbia ia precisely 
ilie case of those who neglect the BilJe, 
bceause U iJoe? not reveal ihose secret Qiiiig^j 
which belong- lo God. Your souJs 9ie as- 
Sailed by fsts] diseases, by diseases whleh 
have defiiroyed millloifg of your reilow crea- 
turesj which already of'[:asio[i you. mneli 
auffering. and -wJilcili, you are assured, will 
[ennincUfl in dealh unless removed. AniiS- 
fallible Physician is revealed lo yon, in the 



Cihlp, vi'ho has, at a great (-apense, provided 
s. certain remedy i and Ihis remedy he ofTers 
you finely, v^iiliont money and wiihout 
price, But yoa refnae lo Ipke Ihis remeily, 
because he does not ihinb it necessary l^ 
aHswei' every question which can be abhcd 
jesLJcrling the origin of yonr disease, Ihe 
inirodacdon of such diseases inlo the world, 
and Ihu reasons why diey weni ever per- 
mitted to enler \l. Tell T"e, you exclaim, 
}iow I beeame sick, or I will nut consent fo 
U wtn. If Ibis be rto^ Ihe height of folly 
and madness, vhai is t 

We have noi Ihc smallest reasou in ^op- 
pose Ihal, if Gnd bad revealed all ihi^se 
secret lljin-s vhlch belong lo him, i^ ^o^xM 
have rnadi' il mere easy than it is now, to 
know aud potfeim our duly, Suppnsc, for 
instance, that God should ans«-er all the 
qae^iions winch may I'C asked reapeeiing 
Ihe oiigin of ^norai evil, taul iti inlrodnelion 
imolheworldi .^-eiild this knowledge ^l all 
&?sisl ns ill banishing evil from the ivorld, 
or fjom our own bosonia 1 As well jnighl 
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wc prelond IIielI n knowle^Jgc of llio precise 
mgmicr i» which a man wa5 killed i^'ould 
eimble us lo ccsLnro liioi tn life. Ocj should 
Gnd mtona u& nf Hie mamior ia wliicb (11- 
vmiiyimd Immaniiy ato siiiiicd in die pprstm 
of Jcsi.s Christ, would (hi'i knowle<!^ as^at 
ui ill per(ln-in:iiE -my one of OiR diilLes we 
owe Till! Sovloiir7 Aa wtH rnighLwe pfc- 
lOLid Ihat a knoivleils's of ilie mminpr in 
mlfli^li our fiouli are uuUed tn oor boi^iea, 
would iis5i&l ug in perfoTfiiJog any of the 
conimnii aelions oflifer 



The Bible LellF.u3 llial an encjny came and 

5i>wed tanis. Now, if finy man ohooi&s to 
gft farlher than this, and jisquire -where the 
enemy got Ihc tares, he iawclcoine io i\«sa; 
but I thaoiO to IfflVJ? il mb?re Ihe Bible 
IflBVCi it. 1 do not wiih to be wise above 
what is wriiloa. 

TATK OV THOfE WHO UEJFCT THE 
OOSl-EL. 

It ia ^od's, invarmblc rule of proceeding 
iQ^alwiflihla crtitnree, )D some meaaure. 
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as ihey (li^al wilh him. Henee .'^o aic told 

that, v'ilhThcupr-LShl,bc will shywhimseUup- 

ri(.l,t iwhh the mereiluljie "il^ show l.jm&plf 
ifiEfclfLd ^ ^nd Willi Ihe frowatd.he^iU ^bo^' 
himself frowatd. Wlieii, Uie.cfoTe, poj.^n. 
comeiohimwithapreleiidotl desire to knon^ 
llielr daty, but, i)i lEfility , wilh ii view lo find 
Eome exeuw or jugiifiCBlion for ibcii errors 
and slfis,he will suffer ihe«i, c.s a pjjnsb^ent, 
,o fiad something which will harden ihem in 
theii' wickedness. Thu. he will pffcr the 
obstinate bellevot- in unkersd fialvation, lo 
deceive himBcIf ™iih bia^ deliJsive dreams, 
lill he ^^akes bi lenr<^nls. He will suftcr 
Ihe proud, ^elf-riahltoni opp^^er af bis gos- 
pel 1o ituEl in hi^ moral dud^.. tiH U is loo 
lale lo dlsr^over his mistake. He "HI suffer 
Ibe self-deceived hypocriio lo please h.mse f 
with his fal^ hopes of h.a^-eii, liU be finds 
ilic door forever shut ugains- hii^. Ah 
Ibc^eocson^ did, bi effect, .vi.h to he de^ 
ceived ^ ibey haled die lighi^shut then eyea, 
pfid ^vo'.ild not eom^oiti Ihey ;eaned_to 

Iheir owa nuderbion dings, ifisl^^ad r.f ini^tu-g 
\e Ihr Lord ^ they never prayed him to keep 
Ibcin frcm -elfdeccption and from falsfl 
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pallisi li.ey chose te believe Salan raiher 
U.an God, and llieicforo are Justly left lo 
feeJ Ihecfi'ecliiofit. 

THE >TLCKED LIKE A TRODBLED SEJ. 

Un^verned pasBkms are to ihe mind 
what winds are to the ocCBfl; and diey often 
llifowitifitoasiormjfor, infiuchowoild as 

lliis, Ihe ahitier must meet with many ibings 

which arc calculnied to rauac ihen.. Some- 
times he ia injured, injured pei'hap^ wUhout 
cause or ptov-ocSiion ; and then his irind is 
agilaled by revengeful feeling?. SomeUmes 
he tees a rival, perhapJi au iinworlhy ri- 
vaJ, ouistrip bim in ihe race, and sei-te ihe 
priie which he had hoped to obtain ^ and, in 
coiisequcrLce, euvy, mortificaliOTi, and cha- 
grin, lie gnai^ing f\X hia li^art, and caL<3« the 
greater pahi becaose he is obliged lo conceal 
them. Often he nLeela widr tome alight 
affront or insult, ^shlch wounds his piide, 
aad sets bis ^.apy padsians in a flame, like 
ITaman, who could enjoy nothing because 
Jlotdecai rcfased lo do him leverei^e. In 
addilionlQ these things, he is daily eiposcil 



lo a ihousajid liiile nameles& vcxalioiis oc- 
eurrences, which teiise, and frel, and harass 
him, rendering his mind a slraflger lo peace. 
Onen, loo, his mind is diglnrbtd by lis own 
workings^ wilhoot any assignable cause. 
He fuol? reiUe&a and unliBppy, he can 
scarcely lell why, ile wants something, 
bill be "cannot tell whai- One wave of 
Iroabled iliought after irnother, comei robing 
upon his mind, and he counot say with tin* 
I'salifiisl, lu Ihe muUitnde of my ihoiiglUB 
wiihin me, thy comforla delight my smil. 
These iroablo30i"o ihnUKlili, uml tmiudlnonfl 
workiiigii of tlio mind, aru lo \\\o ivicketi 
man what the daily How and chh of the 
lide are lo die ocean. Tliey keep li in 
flH^iialioii even when ihc waves of paasioii 
cea.=.C lo flow, 

TIlOirOHTR OF GOO FAINFUl TO TfIB 
SINKER. 

Sinneis do iioi like lu retain God in tiieir 
knowledge, because He is omniscieni and 
omniprfiscni. In conaeqaence of his pos- 
sessing Ihese allribnlci, he is a tonatanl 
& 
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witness of ihcir foeliiiga siad uuiidiicl, ond h 
perfeclfy JiequL^ulcd wiUi ihelr lie-iiis. This 
isiiial renrkr Ihe llmughls of bis holiness slill 
ii[^»o disagreeTiblc lo a fiinner, ^tr whfit can 
be moro uiipleasiUiL lo sucli & ch3rais[cr,llinn 
Iho couilaut presence and iiigpG<:lioti of a 
Lnly being, wlimn ho csnoot decisive, from 
ivhnse kffii, acafrhlog g;ii£B ho cdiihoI, Toi a 
momeni, hide, [fl wLoin darl^ne^s aii<l li^ht 
are alilie open, and '^'ho views llie sinnor's 
cninluci.mlb ihc ulmost diaplea?jrt aod 
abhorrence^ Even ihe presence of our 
fellow creHUiKs is disagreeable, "hen wo 
whh 10 induk^ any .^^n(\^\ propensiiy which 
they will disapprove. The slanderer, Ihe 
profane ^iscarer, die dmnltard, <he deb- 
auchee and ihe ^mesler ^vonld f^cl itie 
presence of a religious inlcrior in be irfc&<ime, 
Ibough he slinuld i>e presonl but for an hour. 
How e:(;ccedinsly irkiome, iheii, ra"=i die 
congiani presence of a holy, hearl-seaichin^ 
God be to a sinner 1 Eut if ihe dinner 
reiains a knowledge of Gnd^ he niasl fi^el 
htm lo be prescni. No y^-Qud^r, ?lien,lhal 
sinners banish aknowtedge of him ffom their 
middg, as the casiefiE nielhnd of frwing 
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;;;^;;^es from the re^traini imposed by 

hi? prCseiiM. 

The armor «nib «hich Saiaa furnishes 

hi, followers, h directly die reverse of Ihal 
C^rl^tia,, «""or described by die aposlle 
1^^„| Instead of a fiirdle ef liuih, he girds 
,],c sinner ^vith ihe girdle of error an.l de.c.t, 
Jn.lf-ad of d.e brea^lplale of Chnyds n^hte- 
ca-^n^^^^hcfurnislies l.lni "iU* abreas)p!a« 
of ins ov.'n faiii;ied rEghieo-^^nes^. Inslaad 
of ,l,e .liield of f^d., «he sinner has -he 
.;,ield of DRbeiief^ a^^d wUh this he defends 
hiniselfa^m^^Oi. curves of die law and 

the :,rrows of convi'.d^n- In^lead of ll.e 
.word of Ihe Spirit, wbich is ihe word of 
God, he leaches iht^^n tc. «ield ihe .word of 
^ leng-io set on ftre o/ hell, and fnrn.shes 
then. «ith a r^asazine of cavils, excises, 
and objeclioas, will, .vhlch iheyaHack re- 
Jidoii, a.id defend iheifi^elvcs. He also 
builds for ilLe,n icai-y refa^es ofl.og, in 
whieh, as in a sirong easUe, ihey prondly 
hope «o shelter diemselves from Ihe wrailT 
of God. 



&i 



fiROURDfl OF VAL9E PfACE. 



CONSCJFNCJ^. 



cq 



Tlic Jhilue peaco and securily in ivhicli 
irn)ie]'i jnilulj^e, inilestd of proving iheir 
tafet*;, ia <nily a fin-tber evidency of ihcfr 
danger. It proves dial (lie sEiong man 
armed 'a not dl&Uirbed iji his possessionSj 
byt dia'- he keeps ihern iu peace. 

flaOUNDS OF THE SlPRliR'a PEACE. 

There is, pfrhaps, scarcely a perfloa to be 
fuunil^ who dees not, in his own opinion^ 
cxivinplarlly perforin Some part of his duly. 
On' ihl^ ho looks widi no ■^niall des:tcc of 
ielf-complafeayy, and dallers hiinaeif lliat it 
M-ili atone for ail obliquities in his lemper 
3Bd condyi^i. To Ibis he ilies for refuge 
whenever conscienro reproves his deficiea- 
CJOs, aad, innlead of believing- (he aposlolic 
assertion, dial if a man shall keep the whole 
law, and yet oflbiid in one point, he is guifiy 
ofad.seemSto&ijppOflelhalifheLransgresHes 
die whole law, an'f yet obeys one precepi, 
he h guiUless- I have met ^\ith a person 
who, diDu^li gullJy of almost every cnnie 
which could disgrace lier se:Cj ihauked God, 
wiiji iiiueh apparent self-gialuktioji, thai 



she was nol B ihief; and who cvldenllj 
imagined ihal liet abfllainiug from ihi? one 
vice H'onld secure her from ihe displeasuro 
of Heaven, 

eON&ClKTiCn. 

Conscience is God's vicegerent in die 

fioul, and Ihough simicrE may slapefy and 
beer, tlicy cannot entirely silence or destroy 
it. Al (imc?, dii^ tinv^clconie moniior will 
nwakfi, and then her reproach^ and ihreal- 
cniiigs arc, above all Ihingb, Icrriblo lo Lhe 
sinner- During die day, wUilc he ia aur- 
lonnded by ihoii^hiless comjjanioiis, or 
wholly EHijLQs^ed by worldly [mrsuils, Le 
may eonirive t<) siMe, or al leiist to disre- 
gard, iicr voice -, bul al ni^il, and upon his 
bed, when all is silent aronnd liim, ivhcn 
daiknehs and solitude compel him to atlend 
lo hi^ own rcfleclioiLS, lhe cose is diSereiil. 
Theiiaiiawakeiiedconaeience will be heard. 
Then abc arraigns lhe sinner al her bar, 
irles, convieta, and condermis liira, and 
threatens him wilh (he punishment ivhieh 
his ana deserve. In vein docs he etideiivor 
to fiy from her lotUiring scourge, or loCfld 
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refiigB in ?lecp. Slff j> flica (rom b'mi- OiiG 
sin after snoilier riacb lo liii viov, aiul ihe 
lo&d /,( C4)naci<jijs ^i!t ivhich upprE-i^cs lilm, 
iieconics more ami trmro licivy, IjII, Jike_tbe 
inipioii'* Kolahaz^ar. \v\it-ii ^lc siw iLt mjfs- 
icriQu? liEuiiI^JJiiiif,^ Ei|>on the wriH, <bc juiiiLT 
of hia lij;ii'^ nri! Wuncd, and Ins kiicOii smitt^ 
one a^iJii?!. ibc oilier. JIu Jlnd^ ihat some- 
Ibin" inusl l)C done. He tia^ hi-in^ (imi 
priiycr is n duty, JUid lifi au^inpia lo pray. 
He uiltrs 6 fow Lilf-formed Cries for nierey, 
mates a few iniluciiie resoluLioni^, and 
promises of ameiidmtJit^ and liaving ihus, 
in some nie^sure, quJeled liie roptuai'hcs of 
his constiRnrB, lin falls asleep. Jji Thy 
mcirning he Kukeps, rqoiecd to see once 
more Ihe flieerliil liglitj llie reaoUiiiom and 
nromiaes ol'l^ic nljjhl are forgolleu, he again 
spcuda ihe day in Tolly and ^In, aiid at ni||;lit 
reliied lo Ilia bed, asam io lie scourged ]>y 
con?':ieiu'.3 for bixrildng hi? rG^olulions, 
'ain lo quiet JiflJT rfptoaelies by nisincerc 
prayers and promi&es. and flgaiL lo break 
iheae proini^eg wlicii l!ie light reluina'. 
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There is a sew&oii, and ofien^ perhaps, 
more Ihan ony^ in Ihe life of alinosL every 
person mho heors t]ic gospel faillifully 
preaelied, ill which il efTecIs him mote Ihau 
ordinarily. aomdhUig like light appears 
to fihiiic inlu hi^ mind, wlilch enables him 
in discover objcd'p previously mnieeii oi' 
iinunlirod. While Ihia li^ht c-niLiiiue? lo 
shine, iic fnela a much more full and Hlrong 
convirlinn of tlic irulh of ihe IliWc, and of 
llie risalily and iinporionee of religion, ihini 
he ever fcit Ijeforc. He sees, willi more or 
kgs eleflmeq^, iliat hc is 3 siniier 1 l-bal, ah 
sueh, he is exposed lo Qod's dis|]lcas!ire ^ 
and llial, unlo^^ some mcjns esn I'e found 
lo averl Tliat dii|-leasure, he is undone. 
Aller such mean?, he is, therefore, very iu- 
quisilivc. He retuls Hie Pible vnore fre- 
qiiendy and carefully, becomes a looro 
diligent, aiientive and inleresied hearer of 
Iho gospel, is fond of conversing ou religious 
guhjffis, and pcrfiaps aiicmpis^ lo ptoy for 
merey, Christ sl^ndu at ihu door of liift 
heart, and knock? for sdmlilance. Wlih a 
person in ihis silioalien, he is as really, 
Ihougli noi as visibly* preseal, aa he was wiili 
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Ihe Tows when ho said, Yel aliule while Js 
Ihe light wilh you. 

A. WOUHlltU aPIKlT WIfO CAN BKAR ? 

One n-jison why ihe angiiiflh of a wounded 
apirit is Jn<irc intolerable Ihau v\iy olher 

species of suffering, is, Ihal it is impossible 
toobtajn ilio ■imallesi consolaiioti or relief 
uLiJcr II, This i-au scarccly-be said^ wi[[i 
iriilfi, of any either species of suffering lo 
vfiieb mankind are liable. If ihev InBC 
ft-leniL;, Ibey have uBually oiher friends lo 
sympathize wjili [hem, and assi^i in repairing 
their loss. If ibey lose property^ they may 
hopn lo regain h, or, if nol, ihcir joascs caji- 
nol bo Eibviiyd present lo tln^ir mind, and 
nmny sniirena of enjoymenl are ftiil! open lo 
llioin. If lliey nro aUlicled with painful 
di;:orLRe?, lliey t-Jii usually oJilaiii, ai ieasij 
temporary relief from medieina, and receive 
some uonsolalioji from Ihe aympaliiy of iheir 
friends. Ja all cases, iJiey can, for a lime, 
Aos« [beir sorrows in sleep, and lool: fomard 
to death sr ihe termination of iheir troubles. 
But very different is the situalion of one who 



J 



A WOllfUHI^ SJ'IBir. 



7^ 



suffers the ftugniijl] of a womsLled spfriV He 
rannet ily from his misery, for it 15 wilJiiii- 
Ni'i can lie forget ii, for rt is every momeiil 
present lo Lis iniiidr Nor ctn he divert his 
aticniion from it, for il engages hie iboughle. 
in dcfidnec of all endeavors to C;: them on 
any other objects, Kor can he derive con- 
solalion from any friends or temporal bless- 
fiigilie may poaaeiis, for every tbingiglnrned 
lo poison and bittertiesa^ and the very power 
nf enjoyment stems lo bo tiilten from him. 
Nor can he even lose his sorrowa in sleep, 
for sleep uaually flies from a wounded 
iSjHril, or, if oblained, ii iu disturbed and irn- 
refresSiing. Hence the e^clamailon of Job, 
When 1 say, Hy bod shall comforl me, my 
eoueli ^ha^l ease my complaint: ihen, ihou 
nearest rae widi dreams, and iqrrificst me 
ihrougb visions. 



Look ivh[[:h waj- ic ivifl for relief, the 
wounded spinl can discover nothing but 
aggra-valiona of ils wrelchednesa. if it 
looks within, il finds nolhin^ bul darkness, 
and lemjiest and despair. If il looks around 
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oti ild'teniporiLl pu&sc^fLoii?, LE mcs nnihing 
bul p^ifls of G-n] wliitli it has [^lusci^, and 
for iis iibiiw of wliitli ll mnal give a terrible 
account. If il looks back, it sees a llfu 
speLf( in iipglect of C-nHj and len ihou^aad 
siiis. following [1 iis Qcciigcra (o the judgment 
seal. If jL Looks for^vard, U a<^cs that jmlff- 
ineiil Pieat to wlilrli il must tflmCj and wliefc 
it expeflfi nothing hiit n sicnieiic? of HiiaE 
fOndemnatiiHi: If it looks up, it psees iLat 
God wlio j$ wciindin^ il. and itlinye an^r 
iSCCins to Search it likft li'e ; Eunl if il look? 
dowiiwanlj il spe? iho giilf ivliich awaiii; 
ila falL iS'ji ov<'n to death <?an it lnob 
lOTv^-anl HS the leiinln&tlnii of its miseries, 
lor \t fears ih^t tli; miseries will iHl'ii jtfceivis 
a t<?rrib)e increase. True, ibere i? one 
ut^ji^rt to ^vhieh 11 jnig'hl look for relief, and 
find il. Tt ivir^hl look fo Hie Qatimrr, the 
great Phy&reianj and oblaiji jiot only a cure 
for i<s woundflj bui ey-trTasling life. Burt to 
him II will not look, lill iis impenitence and 
unbelief arc subdued by sovereign grace. 



SlNNr,H's LBWlLM^ONESg Td fiO TO 

cnniST, 

The j*liincr Tries every pbt^Q of jefuge 
btibre he ^vill enter tbi; ark of flofdy. He 
is like a periLon .:«pos«d to ihe ^tnrm a»d 
tctnpe^t, for whom ii plac^ of safely Is pro- 
vider!, whith he Is un'^lllins Jo -^n'er. He 
flie. from one pluee of fancied seeunly to 
T^e Tsiogf. in anoiher. Tlie storm liicreases ; 
one hiding-place alt^r another is b«epl 
^^v^v, till, at ki^slb, exposed, wjlboui a 
shelter, to the racing storm.^h^is e^iul loflee 
to the refill provided for liim. 

Suppose 311 apparcntl}' sliong an<theaUlty 

man should apply to yoa for reUef. aJid, 
when k.ked ^vhv be did nol lab6T for lus 
■sL^hsi^tcnc^, sb^ald Tcply, Because I can 
find no onft lo empl^.y '^S- ^^ ?"^ "''^^^'^ 
Xa know Avhelher this or indol""" were ihe 
true reason, vou would offer him employ- 
meiitj i^nd if he then rtrfL-sed lo labor,yoii 
.*ould feel satisfied that be v-'as sSoihliil, 
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and utiito^crvln^r ofynur charily. So, ivhcii 
God puis into ibe l.^nds of sinners a price 
to e<H wisdom, and iLoy do ^oL biiprovc il, 
It becomes evidont Uial tijcy do not wis], 
Ui^il iLey are not ^illin^^ to become 
Teli'Tiouii- ■ 
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I^WJIS AVBYiF.KEIf. 



Nnmcfoi-s aa are the excuses ^Uch 
SJiinorg make when urgc-J to embrace iJj^ 
gor^pul, Uicymayel! be ledticed to three: 
thH JifsL is, dtat ihey hove no lime lo altend 
to religion; the second Is, iJmt iLey do not 
^now how lo become religious; and ihc 
iVd, Hiat they are nol ablo to become s", 
« ant of time, v.'av,l of knowledge, or want 
of l^o^irer, is pkadod by bM PoreseeiD-r 
thai fhcy would make 1h,,se excudes, God 
dciormined Ihal they sliould have uo reason 
[omakethom. Bygiving them the fiabbaih 
he has allowed lijein ([me for roligion. By 
giving thom his word, ^d messengers lo 
-^yiplaiu IE, he has taken away'ihe excuse. of 
Ignorance^ Rud by oJTermg ihem dm assist- 
aiff=c of J,^s Holy Spi,n^ ,,(. ^^^ ,dcp,i^^d 



them of the preteneo thai ihoy ai e Viable lo 
obtiy him, Tims he has obviated all the^r 
Eitcuses; and iheieibre,&L the last davjcvery 
mouth *ill bo stopped, and llifi whf^le un- 
pen lent world will ^taiid guilij atKl aclf-con- 
demned before God. 



The convinced simicr-wishca to be ^nved -y 
but Ihen he would be his own ai.vior. He 
«ill nol ftonstiiil lo l^e saved by Clfrist. lU 
caiinot bear to come bs » poor, miseraljle, 
self-eondenined sinner, and ibiow himself 
onthe'mereinerey of Chri^ii but he events 
10 purchase heaven; lo give ^o many good 
deeds, Eis he ealls "hem, or so much happi- 
jiGK hereafter- He goes on to joulliply hia 
religious duties^ and, "wilh groal dihgenec, 
makes a robe of hi^ o-^-a righlcouaiegfl, with 
v,hii;h he hope? lo cover hi? moml nakedness, 
niid render liimself ncceploi^b in the sight 
of Goii. In v-ain is he lold thai nil his 
righwonaness is as fthhy i^s ^ that he is 
daily growing worse, raihordianljcticr; that 
eicmal life .an never be piireha.'ied. He 
v-il! ^lop here, as ihonganda have done 
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PEACE in BEI.TFFING- 
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lK?fi>TQ, ronE[n^ on llir^ foirjidsninif, Jjavin^ 
Ihc form of gydiiiiepg, \mi dcnvfji^ (he 
power, uflloss iJie Spiril of Gnrf coiillune (o 
HErive wiiJi hhn, asid complcle Ibo work l>y 
showing him hia own licait. 

THf. ?(imWL]tUaE OF CT3n.l5T BEINGS 

PEACE TO TUB eiWHRR. 

Even a knowlcclge of ilie itipjno pcr^r. 
Tions, ir rl i^oiild liavc !)?en ofnained wil^lo^ll 
Chrlar,wo»T<l oiilj Ijave driven iis lo iJe&pair, 
Bfl JE'did oiri giiiHy firs! pareiilu ; fttr out of 
Chilli, God Li a poiifnimjii?; ^re. T^iip 
convincoci sbmer looks ol [ho greatno^a of 
God, BJid Riiys, Hmv can he nloop to notii'.e 
a bein^ ^o inslgnifieaul as mjielf ? He 
looks ai his hollnoda, and ^ays, God cannot 
bul hal* me as a vile,' poljmed aiDner. He 
!oiif(> at his jfLsike, and says, Gnd mnal 
condemn me, for I have broken hi^ righieoiia 
iivr He looks ai liig irudi, and eriys, God 
is iinl a man, ihai he .UieuW lie ^ In- musl 
PsecuEo his l^reaieiiriigs and destroy me. 
He Inoks aE God's immulabihly, and says 
He is in one niind; and wbn ean (um him ? He 



wifl never change : he will always be my 
ciiomy. Hclooks ai lijs power and wisdom, 
E^nlsiiy^, I can npidiiT Tf^'^t nur ifeecivc 
biin. He loukafll W\i eieruiiyjand exi'laims, 
ll is a Ibarfiil thing to fall into Ihe Lands of 
ths living God. ThiiB do all ihe divine 
perfeetiimg bceomc so many sources of 
terror awl disuiay in ttiH eonviiirr:d tinner, 
Bui vin st^oner does lie oblnia a kn<Jivlcil^'e 
□f OSirisE, Ihnri hi*i f<^ars vajj[sh. The 
divine perfectioji^ no lurtger forl>id him to 
ilapc fi^r mercy, liul encourage hun In <!o il. 
rnslcad of iht iTjUiidcrs of ihe Liw, he hears 
ihe Coiiipassionaie voice of Cliflijl snjing, 
Be of good ehcnr, n^y hlood ckanseih from 
all ?in; ihy i.in&, whieli are niaiiy, are fer- 
given. He Leet? boldness lo enler inio the 
holiest of all Ihrough ibo blond of Ji;3u?, and 
e'itlaimg wiili <hc aposlle, lleing jiislified 
by faiih, we have peace wilh God [hirni^h 
fjiit Lerd Ji>5!is Chri?L Such are [lie 
blewed efltris wliii^li £f_ Paul Gsperimrcd 
from a knowlpdgt* of Ckri&l, Olid whuh 
■every true l>elrcver oxpericnces. Cast wg 
then wtinder, Ihal, in comparison wi!h il, 
they cDimt all ihlitgs biU^lD'eS. ' 
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Pl^rtCE IH KELIKVJNO. 



PRA.dE IN nELiinvmOr 
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THE CONVlNOreU SINNEH BELlEVlPfl tV 

CUHlPiT, 

Wheu 9 conviJitcd, guilly sinneF, viiia 
feeU POndemiiod by Ihc law of God nifd 

His eivn coiiscienco, and fcsan llie senFenco 
nf eternal coiidymnalion from the nionih 
of bifi Judge hereafter, hears end believes 
ihQ ^fad lidings of salvaEiun, they tauge 
hope in ihe niRtcy of Guil lo sprm^ up in 
his afLdous, imiiWcd breast. He says u> 
hiiitBe^f, r am a mi.^rablc, guilty crealure. 
1 have rchellcd against my CiciUur, broken 
hh law, and Ihns exposed myaelf lo lis 
dreadfol cLir^e. Hou, then, can I oscapo 
iVoin this cur^j, whinh IhreaE^ns ly plunpre 
jne in eEniiial ruin? Can J calf hack the 
idle words I have ullered, ihe sijiflfl drsiies 
r iiave imlnlged, Ihc u-i-ied aclioii^ 1 hava 
conmiilied, the lime I have waslcd, ihe 
predoiiG privilflg^s and cppoflutJiies J have 
rr)i.^improved ^ No. Can I »ash away 
llie gnifl of (Uese sing from my Irnubled 
consc^jico, er blot oul Ihe black catalogue 
of Uicm which is ^irjlien in tJie bonk of 




God'a remembrance 1 IS'o. Cuji I make 
any Gatisfaclion oi aEonenieiil. for ibcui, lo 
appease my jiisLly-oiTcndcd God? rJe. 
Even should 1 be perfccdy obedicnl in iViUirc, 
sEill ihis Wilt nol bloi oui my past sLns. 
Besidfs, 1 find that I daily ronimil new i^liiSt 
solhaljin&lcadof diminishing, I inercasemy 
gulli. What, then, can T do^ iVberc -;an I 
(urn? Oo. what can I build Einy hope of 
mercy t Why should God pjiidun ne, and 
give me hnaven, ivliea I hrtve done, &iid 
i^illl do nolliiiip; bul provoke him 7 WhaE 
can I, wbal mitst T do to he saved ? TJie 
goapel indeed sayi^j Believe on Ihe Loid 
Je^QS Christ, and Ihon shall be ja\cd. It 
lells me Ihal Ihnogh my sins be of a criniioii 
color and scarlet dyo, yet if I forsake thrm, 
■ind inm luito the Lord, he wdl absind&nily 
pardon. Why should not 1 bcJlcvn m GhrisI, 
a?; ivcll 33 oibct:^ ? Hiu blood cleanues from 
all sill, T5nt periiaps 1 am loo great a 
pinner lo bu baved. Yet ihe gospel 0:^^urc:4 
ine tliai Christ came lo savo ihe chief of 
sinners. Why, then, should 1 donlH'^ Why 
should 1 not believe' Imasi, T will. I can, 
I do believe ; TjQid, help Ebon mine Ofibdiei; 
6 



K 



KTFRCT^ OF COSVEitSlOS. 



KB'FEOTfl QV ciiriytRsioH, 



113 



"Wliexiaraan slajid^^th Jiig \,si:k to ihc 

fiiiri, tiis own shadnw jind llnj aliadowa uf 
PiifrrDuncling objects ore bi^lbre Jiijn. ]Jiii 
wiion Le lutii? lOivEird^ Uio sun, all flicsc 
Pihadou'.'^ arc behind liim. II iq iho fiuim? in 
apitiluDl Uiings. God is the i^icfll Bun of 
the universe. Compared with him, crciiiuter! 
arii hill shadows. BuE whiJc men itaod 
ivjih Lhcfr backs to Gud, Htl these sliadnws 
-are bcforfi iticin, end en^ass their i\(Pe'> 
lEpus, di^lreg and escriioiis, Oa the con- 
trary, when i]ioy aro coavcrted, nnd mm lo 
God, allihese shadows aro [hjy«ii bchmd 
ihcm, Slid God bppomcg nil in all, so diAc 
tliey can say frnin ihe hearl, Whom liave 
WR in heaven hut Ihee 7 nud dieri- is jiojjc oil 
<fjilh Uial wc dcfiire besiilea Ehcc^ 



The eflecl produced on a dinner ivlio is 
brougbl iVom daikness in(n God's rianel- 

Imis [i^ht, may he illasitared in ihc roUow-jiiir 
manner. TJic Scriptures teach US Ibat angels 



are continijslly present lo our world, end 

employed 'ti executing Ihe designs uf Gnd, 
Behii^ spirit^ lioy are uf course invisible lo 
raovi'al eyes. Utixca yf. aro unconscious 

of Iht^ir presciiee, and, Uicrefure, are not 
affected by it, Now, suppo^e.-for Uic sup- 
position iflvolvcs no i.npoS-sibility^Loi God 

thould Lmpon U. any ono ef -^ii"- "T^^ ibe 

nower of seeing ihese active and l^enevolent 
spirits. Jlia evident thai Uiis po^verAvould 
occasion 3 ^cnl fhange b Ibe i^ndncl and 
reelings of (Ijal man. He ■^'i^ld soe ang^K 
where oiher pei^sooa eonid lee jioUiins^ "e 
«'oa)d bn interested by Hie aiglit ; he v^ould 
wish lu fojm BJi acquainlflucB wiib O^e^e 
uDwIv-discovcred lyings} lie ^vonld fro- 
qucndy speak of dieni, of their emploj- 
inenEs and purftuita. Of course he ^^'o^dd 
,io longer be like <rtbcr racn i liff would 
become, io oUG sense, a new creainn,, and 
Ihe an^s would appear io hini se ino-'b 
more interesliiig than odicr objects, lliat lub 
alleoiion would be jnucb diverieJ. Ileiieo 
he would be thoMght a vi^ionur^' or a dis- 
trnetcd m^. Now, Uie light «f divine i.uih 
does net m^ke a.i£els visible, but it mates 
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EPFEOTS (IP COWVCKSIOW. 



Ihfl T.nid of angEls, tlia Father of spirits, in 
socno sen^e, vIsibJe -, ii makes him, ai IcasL, a 
reality to [he mind, or, in ihe Jaiigiiege of 
Srripmre, it enable? men lo fcef and act as 
if Iheysaw Hirn who is invLstble. It hiings 
God into the circle of objeeis by which we 
perceive ijimelvcs Lo bo surrounded 3 and in 
wjiaiever circle lje ia seen, he wili be seen 
Eo fic; Ihe inost joiporlant objei:! in il. Noiv, 
if Ihe ^ighi of angels would effect a change 
in a inanV i^haratler, much, more will seeing 
the InfiniEe God. His f^ivor will aj'pe&r all 
impofiani, his anger djcadfitl; all other 
objects will, in a m ensure, lose iteir iulcresi, 
and (he man will be thoa^l deluded, or 
visieniiryj or disliacLed. 



Suppose a mau enga^d in somfl enler- 

prise, for Ihe sucftosa of which he is exceed- 
ingly desirous. He is surrounded, ive wdl 
snppose, by a number of persons who have 
if id their power, eillier to aid. or oppose his 
designs, Knowing Ihig, he will, of eoiirae. 
make it his greai ebjecE lo secure their 
cooperation ; or, aL leasi, lo induce thein not 



KFIfECTft OF LOHVERSIOTfl. 
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,0 oppose bim. No", ^"PP"^"^ ^^f'" P"^: , 
,.Jobei„t™doeedin.o,hec.r.ieareuna 

Inn. possessed of f^ g^i^'^^ P^^^^-^ '1'^" 
...vor^U of these united, to aid or eppe.e 

h;de^i-n. This cireumslance will produce 

f'tCatlon in his views and fee W^^ 
lEwibnowbebisgreaLobjeettose,.ure.he 
...istanceofthi.ne« and tnore powers 

,>e,3oui.ge i and if be can oMai. th,s, he «.ll 
Xr1..i^ca,eaid.orfcartheoppo.t,on 
of others. To.pply^hi..o.heca.eofa 
signer hvbg without God, in the woild.- 
He V s^tVehappy, an.Ufor .his-V-P-e 
fo obtain those worldly obiecl^wuc 
deen^s neccss^y- '■app..e.s, 1 ejn' ^ 

himself sunpunded by ereatnres who have 
powereilbevloaidot.oppo.ehunmpro- 

Lbg toe ebjoct.. Of .o.rse hi. prm- 
p/.i..i^,toa.olda..iropT>osmon,2^ 

sJ^^rerbei. friendship aid assistance Now 

^„-,^,, ,his loan 10 begin to real ze tl at 
ZrisaGod,abeinswhosupenntends 

Xecs, and govern. .11 -^^'--.;°^^ 
events who ean m.l.e hi,n happy wi^,o^ 
Ilr a slsla.ce, or reader him .alterable m 

tfi^ue. of alMh^lr endeavors CO prcyBut It 
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TUB SEL>--COflFJDBST. 



Will Jiot [lie Iiitmdiiciioii of Biich a bt^ing: 
iiiiii ihf. (ijrcJu artmnil him, produce a great 
■JlcrafJon \a his plans, big views, aud i"tcl- 
i»g:5'? Before Ibi?, ho jygardcd cicalurcs 
as every dung, Is'ovr, ihey vviJl appear eom- 
jiarairvftlif a-, nolliiiii^. Bcforn, Go<l was 
ihjIIjid^- Io blm, IVow, lie will be jill in alL 

TQE SELF-CONFTDENT. 

We sa? many \*lifl ]iii1 high, and seem lo 
promise fair fof lienvon, Thej sci i>iii na 
if ihiiy. would cofrv all beforp iliem, and 
say lo CLriisl'a people n^ Oiplmli diJ Ed ber 
molhcr-in-law, Sarfily wc will go wilK yoii. 
For jk liinis (liey appear Lo nm welL Ijike 
a floiver plucked from its stalk, dad placed 
i[| wpleij lliey look fair and flouriahiiiy'. 
Many of (heir gins sucm lo bcsabdand, and 
iinjny moral and rcligioug iJulies lire difi- 
genlly praciisnd. Bui at length a day of 
Iriiil cQiiieg, Templations assanU llmm; 
ihe ;v"rlil opposes diem ; (he qing wkicli 
Bccineil lo be dead revive 5 (li* effect ef 
iinv-olty mearq nff^ ibc tumult of Iheir fcef- 
InftB Bubfiidea^ iLeir lilde sloek of ?.eif, fuid 



inhoave-. ^' ""^^' ^ ^ . ,^5 -bre«c ef God 
oastbefed,t^ii^''lf<^'^' 

If «-itl. a careful acd e^llgbtenea eye, «'9 

::u ^rf :-^ -"-^^ ^^"- ^^^ 
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fainUhp:,' iho sbiiiberl^^ nnd ihe dead who 
atl oaL in ihelr o^-n slrejiglh, and have been 
alopjwcl, ensnared and overlbroivn, by va- 
rious obfiiaclc& end enemiea. 

CUniSTIASS DISSIMILAR. 

We must 1,01 expecl Uim nlT persons iv^fJ 
^ce Llie Iruihs «f r^Jigion wiih eqoal di.Lm^;[- 
"0^, or feel an ^.tj^sl degree of j^y, en 
IwjJig fir^i bronglit ftom d&rkiiess inlo Cod's 
niarvelloLis light. Wl.ile aome pa« i^ ^ 
memeni fiom the dec^^esi disLteas aad 
angTnsh, io the ino^t rap^rous emolion. of 
j'-y and ff^aliludc, oMH?rs ate initoduced ^o 
.^rariL-Blly inLo Ibe kingdom, d,a( [hey n^e 
hardly Ms to lell when [hey enler^-d f, 
The fiubjec[ may be illnslrflled by ihe di?- 
ferejitview, a^J cirolioi^g which lunald be 
e^cKed in tht^e blind peraon:^, of vL^Lom one 
should be ros(ored lo sighl ai midni^h, 
anniher ai <lfl,vjj, ^^.d (he third amid the 
splendors of [he meridian sun. The Ciii 
elthoa^h his si^i might be as ptrfeefly 
resi,>red &s Mja[ of ihe others, woLild yet 
<]Qybt, for some time, wJieij,er any change 
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had been effected in him, and tremble, leiit 
Ihe faini oulliiies of ihe objcrls around him, 
wliifli he 50 indistinctly di^ciivercd, ihoald 
prove (0 be [he creations of hjs own faiiey. 
The Eetond, although he inighij m fn-fii, feel 
almo'ii as&utfid of ihe ch&iige "which had 
be<iii wroughl upon hlni, "O"!*' y^' expcii- 
eiiffi a giadually-inercasing confidence and 
hope, as iJje light Jjri^htened aioand him, 
while the ihird, upon -vriiohe soipri^ed and 
dazzlt'd vision burst ai once llio refiilgonee 
of mid-day, -would be transporiod, heuiU 
dered, and almos[ overwhelmed, with the 
esce&a of surprise, aiidjoy, onJ gralLlude. 

EJfFERENOE BETWEEN TIIBi CIIIHSTTAN 
AND TUB S1N2JEE, 

Suppose yon have a child whn frequently 
disobeys yout commands, and neglecis Ihe 
ilalies which you reqnire of bim, yet, if this 
negleri and disobedience seem in jiroceed 
from Ihough^essues*, rallier than fmni a 
rebellious disposi^oDi if ho appears sin- 
cerely penilenl, and eveiy day comes and 
lells you, -v^-iih [ems in hrs eyes, "Fa^er, I 
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TEafS "F PlETY- 



]iivc yoni I r>in Sfirry ilml J havp done 
wrong ^TiisnEialiJiiiod of rnVMolfj Jni! nOijdcr 
thai you hav? psitience to bear *lihinc, and 
that you ilo iiyt diainliotli ino^"— yoa would 
Invo fliid forgive &(icli a tliiUI, iind foel tliai 
there was hope of his reJoniiaiion. T^'if 
should your child say^ or t<jald you rend Ihe 
feeling ill Lis heart, " Father, 1 cnimol love 
vou^ I have nevrr fell one emolion o^ love 
towai-rN you^ audi h^ve ijo wish U- obey 
your CJ^minaiids i" would yoa nol 9&y, liis 
rascialinpeless^ rtiCrc ia nothing for me to 
ni-fk upoji — uo feeling, i]o alToclioiij uo de- 
sire to do-iighl. 



SuppnsG you wiilied to ficparale a qnau- 
tily fif brass and alee] fillngg, miscd logelher 
in one vcssi?!, )iow would you cfffict this 
BOj.iiralifiii ? Apply a loiuistonc, and iimnc- 
dislsjy every parlifle of iron will atudi 
iL^elf to it, -while Ihe brass reniEuHS behind, 
Tlius, if v-i! gcc a domp^y of tiTiQ and falau 
professor* of rcU^on, wc may nol be able 
lo diatinffiiish bel^Gen llienii b\i let Chriat 
come among: fl"™; ^^ ^^' '''^ sincere fol- 
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viho liave none of l"= spin'. " 
a dislanf e. 

msm 

Ilie Jav of trouble. 



THE LAW HOSOn.tD. 



TK\R AFD HOPE. 

True religion ronsi.fa En a proper mixlare 
of fear of God, and of hope in his mercy ; a,,,} 
^vherevcr eiU,.. of Ihe.o [s entirely wantfnir, 
Theroeajkbe^oln,erctigior,. flodbasjor^ea 
tE.eseLli»jg3„n„dwe ought by ao means lopii. 
Ihem asunder. He cannui take pfM^urc ii, 
fhoaCAvho feerbini with a^da^iah fear, Avirh^ 
oQt iiopiT)^ irt bis mer^y, because they seem 
J" i:onsr.fer hka as a crticJ an-! tvrjmiiEcaf 
bemg, ^ho has no ifierey or goodneaa h, hi^ 

natures ami, he.id^.srlieyimp|[ci[ry charge 

h]^,v„h falsehood, by renting ,o believe 
ailrt-h..pe in his Invflations and ,>irers of 
■ , mercy. On the oiljer hand, he c;^n.>l he 
pleased vhh iho^c who pr^iend to hope fn 
h.s mrrcy without fearing him; for ihev 
msult hm by suppodng ihal iherc is n^.bhi^ 
m bm whidi oti^ht 10 be feared j and in arlt 
dJL^on to ihifi, ihey inake him a liar hy 

disbeTievhighia awful Ihroaieniiigsdenoanced 
agiiii..l ^innerfl, und call in question hi. 
autlionfy, by refusing to oboy him. Those 
only wfio hoUi fear Inn. end Lope in hl^ 
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nieroy^ give him the honor ihaL is due lo his 



THE T.AW HONOBPD IB T"E SiLVATlOB 

or THE aiwutii- 

Thot the gospel mtihod of juslific alien by 
failh in Christ sfieures iho bonor of llie hw,-, 
ivil! appear evident if wft coasidcr the views 
and feelings which il re-juires nf all who 
would lie jnslined and saved by tlii? method. 
These views and fcehnga, taken collec^vtly, 
arecfllledrepentsnceandffliih. RepcniEince 
cnnsisisinhalrcdofsiii^andaorfowonaceouDt 
of it. But sin is a Iransgrei&ion of the law, 
TliQ peniiEjiii (hen hale^ and mourns fox 
everytransgres^.iouofthelawofwhldihehas 
beenguiUy. But no man tau sincerely hale 
and raoiim over his tranfigt.eabions of a^iy 
law, a.ileas he sees Biid feels, that i1 is a 
jiiRt and Kood law. If he does net see ^is/ 
if Iho law which he has (riinftgressed iippeara 
in lii^ view imjusl, or not good, he will hate 
and condemn, Jiot himself, but tlie law and 
Ibc Idw-irakcr. Every real penilent iKen 
sees and acTfJiewledges that iLe law wliJct 
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he has violated, is lioly, erid just, and ^od 
and glftriousi tliat he is jusrly condemned 
by il, and llinl hu il]»uld have no reason 10 
complain of God, if iie were IcfL lo perish 
6>revi!r, Uc emi ^ay, I deserve tho Cfiii:, 
end let no one nvvr ihiuk liiirdly of ftod, or 
of iiis laiv, lh(nig:h 1 should perish forever. 
And oan iLosc vho cjcrcisj?, or ibo^e 'who 
iuculcaie such feolingii as thcw, be jiisdy 
accused of making void, or of dUhoBOiing 
ihe la^v ? Do Ihcv not raihcr iionor and 
establish ir, by taking pari \vH\\ it ajrainsl 
Iheniselvea, Uy saying, the Ieiw is ii;rhi, and 
v-e only are "i-^Tong ? Tu placclhls in a slill 
clflarer li^hl, pRrniit me to throw into ihe 
form of a dlalt^ia, thn feelings v^hich a 
penilcnl, believing sinner ^^leroiae^ aiid Cy- 
presses, vtlieu he applies to Clirlsl lo lie 
jujfified OT pard'med. Lei us suppow ihc 
Saviour lo ady lo sudi p person, as lie did 
to those who applied lo him for reliefj while 
flU wanh, Wfiat wilt Ihoii thai I should do for 
Ihee? Save me, Lord, fnnri my alns, and 
from the pnni^ment wliieh Lhey deserve. 
Ill wliat do i]iy sins coqsj^I? Tliey conast, 
Lord, in niimberles!! transgressions of God's 



r^T. d^at t=^v jiJst or ^ujusH L°rd, U 
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Ibee^o^cl-'^ -frepenta.ee a«d(a,th. 

The ^o^pel n^el^od of jusUfic^Uon set. 



THE LAW IIONORED. 



revealed lo his cinuturcE, this is incoliipa- 

r.-ifily thn most iiiEeresiin,;^ and artbcling. It 
i^ Indeed interesting tn view Him ag our 
Cr<:aror, our Sovereign, our Preserver and 
Bencfa^ior; anftwc are saeredly bound (o 
regard Him, In Ihesc chnractnrs^ ivlib grati- 
tude, reverence cuid love. But hewmucb 
more iiiietcsLing tu see him piiyijig (he ^or- 
ro«^ ivhieh our <iwn slnc^ against Him hail 
hfOughE upon t>s, and laJting his only 8on 
out of his botom.to givoljim^upas aiansom 
10 redepiii us ftom diose sorrows ! if God 
^aid to At>ralidin, Niiw I knuiv Hiat tJioir 
fovcsl-Die. toeing [lifluha<inot witJiheld lliv 
ton, tJilne only son, froiu m?, well may «b 
say E[, God, Lord, ijowwe know that <hou 
Jo^-Oit u^, that ihou dost not wiJfingly punish 
nfl, fhatijjoaha^lno pleasurfi in W deaifj 
r.ijiec iliou ha.^E given tliy Son, tfiine only and 
wcll-befoved Son, to die oo the cf,..s ri>r 
our siug. Thus Iho gospel nielhod „f salva- 
tion by revealing God to us Jii ihls most 
intereiliiig- and allcicling ligiii, po^verfulfy 
urges us lo Jove hita, Jo love his law, In re- 
pent of haviifg di^nlieyed ii, ajid to ubev ,i 
licrcafter. 




AnATil OCil KEPREBP.KTAT^VE 



Suppose human legislators could write 
l]]eir laws upon the heaii^ of their subje<^l;. 
Woiiid they not then secme obedience far 
more effeotuallj iban they ea^i now do. by 
tJl ihe penalties which thwy annex lo a violo- 
lioD of iheir laws ? If they could give all ilieir 
subjecls a dispoation to abhor murder, Ihefl, 
injU&l[''C and fraud, would they not sceure 
Jifi^and properly in iho tnnr>i perfect manner'' 
Ju3i SO, if the law of God can be written in 
men's hcaris. Lf his lovn can be shed abroad 
in them, if ihoy can be [nade boty. ii "'!' 
seeure obEn^ionce to ihai law far more 
eftVcUially than all the thunders and light- 
nings of Sinai- 

ftDAlH ODB. ftffPeESINTATlvE. 

Il is someiimen a^kcd, how it can be rl^ht 
that -me should sufler in eonsequence of the 
sins of our Irrst pareiils. In ibe first plate, 
ir ifl right because we imitate their example, 
and tliua justify their conduct. We break 
ilie covenant, and disoliey the law of God, 
Eis well as Ihev, Another answer may be 
given by considering the subject iu a differ- 
7 
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eiit JighL The sngah who kept not tixic 
fiisi e^Eilc^ Jiad no covenant liead or rcprc- 

aenlatLve, biU eocli one Blood for hiniBelf- 
Tei ilicyleUr God ivaa iherefora pleiiseil, 
wlieu lie iifadc laaji, lo Eulopi a difTcrcnl 

coLiililLiEioii of iljJiigs J ami since it hafJ ap- 
peared Ihat lioly beingSj endowed wiih everj 
possible advantage for obeying ^God'B law, 
ivoulil (lirtobcy It. and luin Ihemaelvo?, be 
tLougliL properj m!>n?rid uf leaving us, l[ke 
tins iiJi^cIs, <o sJiiod for ootselve?,'!!] a]>poii[i 
covtiidnL bejid or rejjLeaemiiUve lo slanO 
for us, and lo ealei" into eovetiaflt iviQi Lioi, 
Now, let U5 suppose lor a nionrmiil, thai '-vc, 
and all ibe human rare, bad been bronchi 
into eshslence at oncCj and lliLil God bad 
propfj&eil 10 lis, ihatwe ^boiild cbooae om: 
of oiir number lo be onr rpprosenlmive, iin<; 
(o enter jnin ooueisani witb him on oar 
behalfr Should we nol.wiih one vof(^c, bai-o 
cUoBon onr firsi parent fur this responsible 
nlfite T Should we not have saidf " He is a 
poffeL;! maiij and bears Jhe ima^ anil like- 
neirt ofGoil? If aayuiie inufii stand or fall 
for us, ki him be tlie man.'' Now, since llie 
aa^s, who stood for ihemselves, fe]^, why 
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pbonldwewish ID aland forourseh-es? And 
if wemuil have a reprewnialivc lo stand Ibr 
n^j "hv slionid wij coniplfliii, when God has 
rjiosen lliR same person for tlllB ollke, Lh^l 
vi-e sTioiild have cboseo^ liad wa been in ex- 
istence, and capable of clioosing for our- 

CHILL^T Oi;n RF.PEESr^yTACJVE. 

Christ "Vorc our sins" in llie same sen'^e 
in whidi ibe Je^^ish ftaeiiliccs, under ihe 
law, wtire said tn bear-ltio &in5 of bini ni 
whose behalf ihey i-verp presented. The 
lamb which wa'i oQbied, did nol itself become 
a sinner; iind m lilOe did Christ, onr great 
JSa-Tifice, l.pceine f^iiiAil by hearing onr sin^^ 
"When, theieffire, ii h said dial God laid oil 
him die LCiqni(ie5 of iii all, and Ihat he bore 
our sin's in his own bodj on llie (ret, (ho 
nieaaii^g is, thai God IJd on him, and ihal 
lie bore, Ihe pmii^hmcot ivhich our sins dc- 
■i-'C^'ed. 'Onr sins wi^re, by bis own eonsenl/ 
imptiltd Lo hiin, or, US ihe word signifies, 
laid lo his account; and he, in consequence, 
Ibcu^ii limoci;iil, ivas IrcaEed a& a sijjner. 
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PSALM LXXAV, 10, II. 



PRAr.W l.VSKV. 10, 11. 

iL 13 a maxim in divine, as well as in hu- 
man laws, Ihat what a maiJ does by another, 
he doo.s by liirnself. ^'ow, in and by Cbri^l, 
their surety, nil who believe hdvo done and 
suffered every diing ■wliich Ihe divine law, 
andconsequenlly which justice, required. In 
him, Ihey have obeyed ihe law perleciUy, in 
him, diey have sufierofl Ihe cnrse which was 
due to sin- Hu wiismade sin lot them, ihcy 
are made righteouis in him ^ and ihiis he is 
ihe end of lliu law lor righteousness lo every 
one thai bclievethi The law of God is more 
highly honoied by Ihe ebedience, and the 
justice of God more clearly displayed in 
the snflerijigs, of so cxalled a' perwiia^fl, 
than diey could have f>eeii by Ihe obedience 
ot ihe suficrJngs oflhe-whoLe humiin race. 
Then, in Ihe plan of redemption, God ap- 
pears lobe, alonee.ajuslGodandaSaviori 
Ihus lie can be juat and yel Hie justifier of 
liini dial belie veih in Jesus; and juitice and 
Irulb, as Well en merey •aid peace, will 
■vi'ckoijie lo heaven every redeemed sinner 
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who i&btouglit ihere ihrengh iIjc meritsuf 
fJhrisl. Tims we see Ibal Uicse divine 
allj-ibute';, which were say ai varjaj^ee by ihe 
fiJlof Ihellrst Adatn,a[ere-uniied and salis- 
ficd by Ihe atonement of ilic second, Mercy 
raaynowbay,TambBli?liedjformypeliiconsin 
behalf of wrelehed man have been answered, 
and eoiijidcss millions of that fuincd race 
will sing the praisea of bonodle?, jnercy in 
heaven forever and ever. Tniih may say, 
I am satisfied, for Cod's veracity and faith- 
fulness icinaininviplale,nolwidisinnding (he 
salvation of sinners; and .loi one word that 
ho has ever apol^en, has failed of it^ foil ac- 
campJislime]H, Josilee may say, I am salis- 
fied, foi Ihe honor of the law over ivliieh I 
wstcJi, has been iecuted; sin has niel widi 
deserved punishment -, die Prince of life has 
died Icj r^adsfy my claims; and God has 
shown (lie wholo universe that lie loves me, 
even belter ihan he loves hrs only Sou ; for 
when tltat Son ciied,;h agony, Fatlier, spare 
me, and I demanded ihai lie slionld not be 
spared, God Hslcned to my deman'tg tnlher 
Ihaii lo his tries. Finally, Peace may say, 
I am fiftlislied, for I h&ve been pennitled la 
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pruol^fim poacfi nn eaTih, iuid hsvo piocn God 
rccimcilliis a ^e^^ftlli(^L^3 wurld lo Liim^cir. 
Coiiie, llurt, my nhici allrilnitps, MeKj, 
Tr^ll^l and Rt[^i.i?Qusntiq^ Id ua once more 
be unllod in pcrfacL li:irmoiiy, and join lo 
admire ihc ]-lan which ibus recoucibs us to 
cseSi olher. 

SIHHEP9 riPDnPEIi FOR CHItl5T*5 

II WHS tighlj' proper thai [be uoesJmiplGd 
beiievolcucc, Imiiiiliiy, and oltier gtsPRs 
«hich Christ diaplajod in conJeROCiidiuj- lo 

obey, suffer Olid dicj ixi i>iir slead, should 
lOi^cJvR from hii ij^blroua FiUicr a siiilalila 
reward; and ihat Gud shoiiH miuiLlusi, In a 
signal and illnjljioiisjnajmcrjhiaapprobaiiDii 
of such unoquiiHetl gooilncsii^ Lo ail tils 
inltlligenl crcatiirft^. But Ihe Sen of God 
nehber needed, nor fuuld receive any 
revi'ard lor liicmfilf ; for he is die brighliiesa 
of the FaUicr's gloiy, aud the cKpme^ ima^e 
of Ms person, and pos&egies> in lie hlglicic 
degice, all po&sit'le perfecdoii, glory, Biid 
felicily. Since, (lierefore, U was necessary 



Ihal Christ iihould be rew'rirded, and s-iice 
hs needed no reward for hiuiSfilf, W^ Father 
wa^ pleased, i.» tl.= covenani orredmpt.on. 
to promise hbc whai "Ould !>e t^ Lis bcnoj- 
oknl heart ihe grea.esl ef a" tcw^^''^^; "^ 
p,^,flised bim IhBL if !.e "'eold mal^e hjs .^on 
U<.fform^fcr.,.in,he ahc^ld l,ave a seed 
and people to serve hi... ^ »nd ibal all 1.1= 
.pinia^ seed, .It bi. el.os^ people, '^o 
were dvcn bim by bis Faihor, shonld, for 
L^. .ake, and.^. a re^'ard of hi. olH'd.e-.e, 
^fl-erirn. .nd dead>. be saved fron. iKo gadt 
f,nd power of .m.bG idop^d 35 .heeh.ldren 
of God, irade join! heirs .^itb Cbt,^- of It^e 
hc-aveoly inheriiance, 3^d .«ceive. diroLisb 
him, -etylUin^ner^ssaryle prepare and 
- ouEdLrvlhemfoHlGenioyn.ent. Ibus God 
besio^vs eveiU^lin^Ufe, glory a«d febeUy 
en gnilly rebels mereJy for Ibe sake of 
Christ, and wi,b a v5ew to eonym.e a 
intelligem beings, ibat be 1. infinitely well 
pleaded wilh the boly benevolence wh,eh Ins 
Sr,n displayed, wben he eonseated to die 
in iheir siead. 
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JEliFRd nON? OF non mSl-LAYEO IH 
THE I'l-aS 01* nED£MPT10P- 

There is more of God, mere of bia 

essemial filo^y displsyftd io bringbg one 
sinner lo repeniance, and forgiving his ains, 
Lhf^ in all ihe wonders of etcalion. In this 
worli., crealurMmoy see, if Tniay Eoexptcis 
il, Ibe veryhearlof God, From tiiii workf 
an^ls Uiein^''lve3 have prnbably learned 
Hioceuf God^s moral cbaraoler than they 
Jiad ever lieen able to learn before. They 
](]ievv before (hat God iviis ivi&e and peu-er- 
fal ; for i)iey had seen libn create a world- 
Tifey L[ie"' thai he ^as good 3 fjr ho had 
made thera perfeclly iioly and happy. They 
kiioiv that be was jiisi i for Uiey had seen 
him C3il dewn ilicrr own rebellious brethren 
from heaven lo hell for their sins. But 
until they saw him give repenUiiice and 
tetniasion of tins ihroug^h Clirist, they did 
noLknoft' thalhewMmerCffulnbey <lld not 
know Ihat he could pardon a sinncfr And 
O ! whjit an hour was IJiit b heai'cn when 
this great Irnlh weis firs! made kTin^Ti ; 
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when tW fir., pcnl^anl "^ p-d=..d. 

„lu boTw.. O tew did Ita JO vM -""*, 
Hi. .n«0J andurelh f«sv«, spv.^d 1mm 
choir IO .talr, ..ho Ihro,^. ftt^ 1=.^!' """"^ 
„f h=»ve„, ™d lh.m tlLro^gl. y-y .nr.p- 

Wdl/voico,GW'"«-'^^^Y ' 
onc=ni.i«8=e,anrtB0oJw,ll.o«E«l- 

.,c™»], rfNr.fldi.g n.ii.d whkh dov„cd 
te dlokyad ; no. by ™y mfer.or ™n,d c,„ 
J ita. h«o ite mo.^! si.^™ttr of Joto- 

::™iold%o.fe.ic.. of Go=l, holW.= -'I 



I[IG THE WtHtl.U WlTHClUT CHUrST. 

guodneBS, jusiice anil mercy, iiuih mid 
grace, majcstj end condescension, liaircd 
flf sin and fompassio-i for siniiets, are Lar- 
moniously lilciii^ed, like ibc parly rolured 
rays of sdar liglit, in ono pure hhi'? of 
liy^^linjj wliiiPfios&— ln:re, ralher iban oa 
^y odicr of his works, hu iifunds \\is fbima 
10 diu In^liesl admiiaiioa, ^tiisilude, Jiiid 
Jnve of lii^ creflltires — Litre i-i ih" "'orlt 
whidi cvof hris called fofUi, snd ivliich 
ihrou?h fiproily will conlinue <o (^all fotih, 
ihe winat r&pliirous prafse^ of ihe eebslial 
iholra, and fup't die evcr-glowin^ fireg of 
dcvoiion ill their brca^Li; tor Hie glory 
wliicli sbiiies in llie ^spel, 13 die glory 
■v^'hich illtimin^iB'j heaven, aud Uie Lamh 
Ihii was slain is ibe lighi ihereof. 
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COrrDJTlON 



OF THE IVOIiLD 
A SAVlOTt, 



WITHOUT 



Would yoj le«ii Ibe full fiiienl of iliBt 
wielctedness which gin lendi In [irodiicOj 
yoiinnist follow [t into ihe elemal vodd, 
anfl descend into ihoso regi-jns wherfl 
^euce, -where hope ue\;er cornea i and 



(here, by Oi« ligliL of .cveladei^ l>e3.old sin 

lyrannizio^ over it^ «reiched vlK^ns will, h 

iucenlroiloblc lliry ; fanning Hjo mexImsuL^li- 

able fire, and Bhrirpening ilio looUi oi die ^ 

iflimottal worm. See an-^^^ ^'^^ '"^^'*"- f 

Eel5, throne? and dominions, pni.cipalnies ^ 

ai,d pe«^s, siripped of alMheir primeval »■ 

glory and beaniv, boi.nd invGlernal cl.alns, ^ 

and bamiiig ^vldi rage and maHro pg^mst ^ 

that JB^ing, in whoso prc^ii^e H'cy once ^ 

rqoi^ocl, and who.e praises diey onne &img. j 

Sec mnltiiades of llie Jiom^an race, m nnul- ( 

lerabb agonies ol' ang^.ish EUid despair, , 

cnrsios d,e glil, the Giver and Prolong.r 

of Iheir esislenee, and vamly "■uhing ler 

ann3hdal3on,topLii aperiodic lUirnii^erie.. 

Follow diem thnmgl. die longj long ages ol 
clemily, and see ihem sinking deeper and 
deeper in Ibe hoUnmle^ sbys of rum. per- 
peiaallybla^iphenimsGod bcf^&e oftbeir 

plagues, and receiving die pu»isbn.cnt of 
thcae blasphemies in coniiiinta a.ldiUOL.g lo 
Oiar wretcbe^neas- Sueh are ihe ^a-es of 
sin ■ f.uck Ihe doom of the fuially Lmpe.n^efiE, 
From tbese depths of anguish and despair 
took np to dii! ii^an^lona of tlio We^cd, and 
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ioc lo iviiat a height of glory and felicity 
(he graftc of God will rjii^o every slimcr 
dial repenLonh. Sec Ihoic who are ihua 
fnvored in nji juerahle ec^asres of joy, love 
andpraisis,cnmeinplalingGi>fl,fiLceloface, 
reflecringhls pericci image, shining widi a. 
splendor like that of thcii gloriuns Eedeeinerj 
filled isiiii all Ihe fnliiess of I^oHy, and 
badiing iri dio'ie rLvera of pleasure which 
How forevor al God's righl hand. Follow 
Ihem in dieir endleis flight lowari]& por- 
fecdon. See liiem rapidly moundng from 
Leigbt [0 height, darimg onward widi in- 
creasing avviflncss, and unwearied wing, 
Eowarda dial infmily which Uioy will never 
reach. Vie^v i3ii3, and Ihcn say wlieTlier 
(□fini'e holine:*^ and bcnevoteode may no(, 
v/iti, propriety, rejoice over every sinner 
^ihttl repetileih, 

THE GOaPJCL CLAD TiDlJ'GS, 

Do any doubt "whelber the gospel is 
in6e&S glad ddings of giv?at joy 1 Coino 
wiib me lollie garden of Eden. Look back 
lo Uie liour which succeeded man's apos- 



^,. s^. Ihi^ g"W™ '^'''"' '"^'•'^' '"■""' 

U to Gfd, ».d God lo n... -"toad 
r2,.:„ly forever, h«J >l,i.-™tcl,.d ..crtd 

*Vrn...^tdI.- S.cth.kins.f."™. 

before hl^ wkle-»3StiDg SCJ-the, =iid h=ll 
lliS."llv,1..1plc^,d.^palnogv.c.,.«s, Such 

" God's broken kv,lit^ "S^ms --"'. 

;[.?:.: yo..d.«.... it. b-.<'«. dipped. 



liO TiTK GOSPEL Olfln TiDlNfiS. 



iiiDiLal poison, awaiiiii^ yni" j a ^larlt cLoiitl, 
frau^lU iviih iJie li-!uninj^ nf divrnu v':a- 
gaance, roLliii^ over yiflu heads ^ ypui' feel 
sliintliiig in slippery places, in (larkne^s, and 
Ulo bolinmle^s ])il Ijejiealli pxpfcling your .■ 
ia\]. Tbcflj ^'liflii not only all hope, but ' 
nW possibilJiy of c^itiape, seemed latcn 
away, suppose ihe Qsiming swor-l suddenly 
(|u™clied; die alfos o*" ^*^^' fxlriieti}d; 
llie sun .of ri^lileonsuesfl burbling- forlii and 
palnim^ a rainbow on the hefnTO tliroalenin^ 
cloud; a golden ladder Jet down Irom ihc 
openiiig: galea of heaven, svbile a <!hoir nf 
aiigels, sivifilydesccndingj esclaim, Bcliold, 
we briifg you glad tiding!! of ^eal joy, for 
iinlQ yoii 13 boni a Savior who ig Christ Ihe 
Loid. Would yoQ, eoiik! you, while eo"- 
tEinpta'ing siroh a jceue, nnd listening ly 
llie angelie nicssa^, doubt whedier ii riooi- 
miinieated gbd ^dini^s ? AVould you not 
radicr uniio ^idi tliem in exckiming, Glad 
tidings [ Glad lidings I Gloj-y lo God i" iIjo 
highest, tlial JifiTn i? peace on earih, and 
good wiU Lomen? 



CWnlST OCTE tSAWPLF. 

It was liiglily imporlanl -Md riP^iniWc that 
onr great High P^icss should i.ut only obtain 
for us ±e heavejily inheritaiice, but also go 
befnro na, i" the path whicii IcadH to il -, Ih^i 
h« sbould n'^t only describe Chrialianily jn 
hi? di^coiirws, bul e:-emp]ify i" m his life 
and oouveisatioii- ThJ^ olit ble^!,ed Savior 
has done. In him we sec pure and nnde- 
filed religion iiDhodied. Inbbn Christianity 
livea ioid-brcathes. And hnw amAble, how 
iniere^Ung does ahc there pppcar' IIo"' 
con^-ineing, how imimaliu^ is our Ss-vior'i^ 
esan^plel Ho^v loudly, how per^uaaivclj, 
does his conduct preach ! Would yoiikam 
submission to paienlal autiiority ? Sec hun, 
notwithstanding his ciiBi led character, cheer- 
fjlly subjcetir.g hinifielf lo Hie will cf. his 
parents, and laboring with them, as a ine- 
ehanie, for almost thirty yi^ars- Would you 
learn conientmenl with a poor and low 
condition? Sec him destitute of a place 
where to lay his heed. Would you learn 
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CHRIST OUR F.BATHPr. In- 



active beneficence ? See him goicg about 
doing good. Would you leara lo be Tcrvenl 
and conslanlin devotiouai e^eTdscsl See 
him iL&ing lor prayer bofore ihc dawn of 
day. Would you learn in what mfuiner lo 
treat your brcdircu f See hiiji washing hi.! 
diacip^cs' fiiet. WoaH you learn filial 
piety? See hiin forgelling his sufferings, 
whifc m the agonies of death, lo provide 
another sou -for im deaolelft mother. Woald 
you iearn in what manner to ptay lor relief 
under a^iction^ 1 Seo him in the gaiden. 
Would you learn liow to bear insula and 
iiijuiics? Seo him on the cross. In shorl, 
there is no Chiistian grutc or virtue, which 
it was proper Ibr i perffeclly imioceiit being 
to possen^p which Is not beautifully eiempli- 
ficd in his life i and ihero is scarce any situ- 
ation^ however perplexing, in whieh Ihc 
Christian who is at a loss to kuow how he 
oughl to aet, may not derive stifticienl in- 
slraclioii from the esamplc of his divine 
Mooter. 



VJHItlST A TKACHEJ=. 

A celebrated philosopher of amiquiiy, 
Vh'ho was acuufilomed to receive large sums 
from his pupils, in return for his instrttetious, 
waa oun day aceosHid by an indigeiU youlli, 
who fequeijicd admlision into the number of 
his disoiples. "And what," said the sa^e, 
"^ilL yoti give nifi in retuuil" "I will 
^ve ^■ou myself;", was the reply. "I 
accept the glsl/' answered the sage, "and 
engage to rcslotc you Hf yflucaetf, at some 
future petiod, much more valuable than you 
are at present." In similar language dopa 
our great Teaeher address (hose who apply 
Id him Jbi inslnjcflon, conscious ihiit ihey 
unable to purchase his instmclions, aod 
olVenjig to give him iheiiiselvci. He "ill 
readily accept the gia ; he will tducnle "hem 
fot heaven, and will, ai lerglh, restore Ihem 
to themselves, incomparably more wise, 
mere happy, aiid more -valuable, tlu^n when 
lie received them. 
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GONG OF &0I.UM05, V. 9. 

Does not flur Fiiend aa far c^icil all olter 
frien.U, as heaven esfleeds earLli, aa etemiiy 
tice^^ds lime, as U.e Crealor surpasses his 
crentars ? If yow dQubl i)iis, tuing logeOier 
all Iho glory, pomp ttnd beauty of ihe world; 
nay, asseuible every tiling iLal is grcal vn'l 
esrellcnt in a" Oie '^^■orlds lljai evei were 
created} collect all ihe enialjres ivliicli l!w 
hreadi of Oiiinipotence ev^r ^unimojied iiJto 
being,— anJ ive, on flur patis, will plaee 
beside ihcm our Savior and Frinndj thai 
yon may see fl'belliBf ihey will beot a com- 
paiison with liim. Look,ibenj fitsL ui your 
idols 5 beheld ihe vas* ai^scmblage which 
jciiiKave eollecle<l, and Iheii inrn and coa- 
'templare our Beloved. See all Ihe Julness 
of [he Godliead, dwelling in ono «ho is 
meek and Lowly aa a child, See his coun- 
lenantie beaming witli ineffsble ^loriBG, fijll 
of nilntfied majesty, con Jeicensiou ani love, 
aad hear the soial- reviving invlEalions which 
proceed from his lips. See ihai hanJ in 
whifh dwells everlaa^Jig alrenglK, swaying 



thfi sceittrp of univcrial em|)ire over ^U 
creplnres nnd fill worlds; soe his arn^s 
e:ipanJi?d to receivu and emhraee leiurnlng 
sinners, wliile his lieari, a bollomless, shore- 
less oi^eaii of benevolpnce, overflows ivjih 
lendemesa, cumpasiion, snd love, in 5 
w-ord, dee in hiiu all nalnral and moral 
eYcelltnce, pcj^onified, and imbodled hi a 
re^plendcnl form, [^omp^red with whose 
efTolgenl, dazzling plorios, the splendors of 
the metidlan Giui aic dark. ]Iq spenlis, 
and a world owerges from nothicig. Ho 
fro'.-ns, aud ii sinks lu flpthlng sg^in- He 
wavfis his hand, and Eill the croalures wliieh 
you Lave coSlecK^il to rival him, tlnk nnfl 
diestppear. S^h, O binner, U onr D<;lQvcd, 
and fiucli is our Friend. Wil| you not ihon 
grabt&ne him as yodr Friend ' If >oii can 
be persuaded lo do Ihi^.yoiimiH find thai 
Ihe nnc half, nay, ihai Ihe ihonssn^Uh part 
has no! hftcn told you. 

CJXniST THE BEST OF yitiENDS, 

All Ibe ei^cellency, glory ajid l?tanty, 
which is Ibiind in men or angels^ flows from 



'■aBLUflOT: 
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13 VI TAT lows Ob CHRIST, 



tTlftItT THE BEST FIUEND. 



Cltristj as a drop of Maler from Uic ocean, 
urarnj of liglit fjuni ihesun. If^ then, ytiif 
snprtinely love lliucjcaiuiG, con you wonder 
ihat Clirislians sUookl love [Jio Croaiorf 
If you admire riji imagt in ;L glaas^ ia il 
&(ran^c thai ihey should admire the snu by 
wliicliit was paiuced. t'an you ivonder That 
those who behot*! ihe glory of Codj in Ihe 
face of Jei*i]S Chrisi, shonld l>e iwoeily 
drawn lo him hy Ihe cords of love, and lose 
Iheir fondimiiS for created glories 1 All iliat 
you love aad adiniEO, and vnaii for, in crea- 
liiri^s, and, indeed, iniinUely more, Ihey lind 
in him. Do yon wish for a friend pcisscssed 
of po-ivcr to prelect yau T Our Friend poa- 
sossea all power jn heaven and eari]i, and 
ie able to save even to ihe uUermosl, Dn 
yoa wish for a wise luid e-ipHficncod fiiend ? 
IuCh[ij;l are hid all the treasures of wisrium 
ind ki]owludgc. L»o you wish for a lender, 
eom passionate friend ■! Chrial it tenderness 
and compassLion ilaelf. Tio you wish for a 
failhUil, unchangealilo frii^d 1 Wiih Christ 
ihere is nn varablenesa, nor shadow of 
turning; hni he is the same ye^ierday, to- 
day, and forever. His unchangeable Love 



will ever prompl him lq make ln^ people 

happyi Ilia imcrnng viddom vtill poini out 
ihebOF^lmcan- lo promote -heir happiness; 
and Lie infmilc power ^.ll enable him lo 
employ ihose meana. in all li.ese re.pect^, 
our TJcloved ii wore Ihan another beloved -, 
for creatures are not eUvayg diaposed lo 
lender na happy: ulioo they ara disposed 
to do it, Ihey do not always know hew ; and 
wheh lliev know Low, ihey ar^ oaci. unable, 
BcUec is ii, llierefore, to iru.l in Chrisl, ihufl 
lo put conlidencc in princes. 

IBVJT^TiOKS OF CHRIST TO THK 

wiiBlT AND OPPitEESKD. 
To all who are afflicied oillier in body, 
■ ,nind or estate ; ail whose worldly hopo^ ^d 
prospects bBVc been blasled by losses and" 
di^appoinimenls ; all who are ^^^eplr,g over 
the Hvrave of somo near and dear relalive ; 
the ^ang.^ of Christ is, Cast yoor bmdeu 
upon .ne, and I %vill ^<l^ ^l^-^ i call «p™ 
^e„owm Ihe day of trouble, .»d I will 
answer .hee. Yon have found ihat earlhly 
fnenda and relations diei-H:cn.e, Uien, tn 



Ifa Christ's dispmtiasuke at sin- 



niR, ami find c Friiiud who cauiiol diu; one 
wliu will in^vtsr lt!i\-e nor focsiilip yoiij in 

life or Jcj-ilhr Ynu liave found ihat iroiiB- 
iiTCS laid up on c^nli.m^e to Ihem^eSvci 
"wings and fly awEiy 3 — lioina, (htsn, (o ine, 
and (ivlll give you iFcBiiiires wjiirh ncvei" 
ftiil, jind make jun btir& of Ibe hpavecily 
inherilancc. Nolnuf^r speml your money 
for Qiat wlii<;h is nni breail, antl ymir Tiitioi' 
!br ||]0T. \vliLi:h sdlisTujili nol^ bill Liearkea 
(lilicenlly t<t my csll, and cnmc i]iiLo mej 
Ijenr, and your fit'ii]^ 5liali live^ arnl I will 
maLe an everlaslin^ eovenanL wilJi ymi, 
even Ihe ^urc mcEcies o/DavidF 

tlHR15T'& BlSFLttjaiTRTt AT SIS- 

We rca<i nf Chri^i's being angry but Ihree 
iuaui dmiiig rbe whole period of hi* tgei- 
fltince on P-n-lh, and in eatili of (hose in- 
slaiiees, bis snger wns cicfled rol hy iiiguU? 
or injurips filVeied to bim^lf. bm by eouducl 
ttbleli [ended lo inlcmipl or fru^irale lii^ 
lienr?vpl[!iit eserlions m doin^ good. Wffon 
Le ivaa reviled .Tfi a. man gluuoneusj inlem- 
perale, axid poascsjcd by a devil, lie waa 



^d cr'w^ed .vllh Ihorn^ h. w^ no, .n^; . 
.ben n^led .0 .bo cro... a.d loaded w.lh 
in.uUs In In. last agoni.s, he-^as no. ^n^r 
iMwbonhi.di.cip)^rerl.ad.pmM... 

blelog,v.hcnPe.ere.do.vo.ed.od.....J« 
bio-frooi dying f« ^."-s ^ and .i,.r.^|"- 
.^ by U^eiT Li^dae.. of bean, rendered h,. 
in^;deddea,hofno..rvieeio.be^l^,, 
_tUe. hew., angry a.dn.ecl.d..p!en... 
S.n,o.caper^av.liomyo.badrn..d 

;r.rrived.o«...b..d,roWudn^U^^^^^^ 

: .nrder yon. S.,p..e b,. m.^. - ; 
.i.,.d,.enden,ned. a.d confined .oa..^ 

,h. e^ecuLio. 'of ^is' .enlenee. Ye. p^ 
,,.,rorg,..bin..a.d.i.h.o..veh.m^ 
Von iiy to .he proper ond.er.iy, =^nd ufter 

.nc« .hat if 1.0 V,ll confer ^^^ -^ -^> 
Xivll 1.0 pardoned. You bs.le» 10 b.. dnn- 

^. .e'o,nn.uniea,otheb.ppy".^1^^S^;=' 
Butbe^.^n.estohe.^you.belLeveyouor 

c^fLbi.f.ult,T.^d^youwi,b.vc,™, 



DBATH OF CHKIST- 



su&pirJoii or conlcmpi, and lums n <lcaf ear 
10 your prayecd Dnd ciirrtaiies. ^VouMyou 

3iot be uniULei-nbly .shocked, dl.'^appoinied 
and grieved? Wlial, (hon^ musf bs the feel- 
ings of Cbrisl, v^lipji ireaLed in a similar 
manner 'by ihoi^e ivliom he diiid lo save! 
Well may he look on (licm "wilJi anger, 
fmJiiff fitieved for the hardness of ilteir 

iHATZI OF CHREST. 

Cojne wills us a moincuf to Calvary, 
See the jinjek ^iufterer slandlng, wiih bands 
fflst bound, in lliemid?] of his ent^ndefl, 
sinking under tlie wei^t of his cross, and 
laceraied in every pail, by the diomy recda 
"■ii[i which Ije had been scourged. See iLe 
i^avBge, feroeioua soldiers raising, willj rude 
violcnee, his sacred body, forcing Li down 
upon the cross, wrcsthig and e>rtendj||f^ his 
fimhs, and, ivilb remorseless eriielly, foreing 
rhrongh his hand ^ and feel dig ragged apikes 
which were lo G^ liimoii h. See the Jewish 
piiwslB and rulers italching, -widi lookg of 
maSiQious pleasure, (he horrid scene, and a(- 
ieinptjng itj inereaso hii sufluringg by scuJla 



iUFI'FKlKfi* OV CHRIST. 



1^1 



fljid bLasphemieK JSow coiilemplaie atteu- 
t;vcly die coimlenaiicfi of (he wonderful 
sufTererT which seems like heaven opening 
ill the midst of liell, and (ell me wha? il i>^- 
presses. Yon see il indeed fu^^ of angiiiblj, 
but El tspiesses iioEhiug like impaliejice, 
rescfltiiicnt, or revenge- On the contrary, 
il besmis willl pily< benevolRnOR, and .for-- 
giveness. It pertecdy corfesponds nULflfe 
prayer, v/bioli, raising his mild, Jraplorhig 
eyes (o licavcn, he. ponta forlh lo (jufl— 
Fadicr, forgive dicra, for they l{iiow not 
i^hat Ihey do. Chriaiian, look al your Mas- 
let, and leara how lo Hiitter, SimiiT, look 
aX your Savior^ siud learn lo admirej t" jmi- 
laio, and to forgive. 

SDl'^ERlNGiS OF CHRIST, 

It has been supposed by many, (hat (he 
silfTerlugi of Oiirisf wore radier appurcnl 
dian reidi or al least .hat his abundBnl 
eon6oladon»,andhis knowledge of (lie happy 
consequences which wonld result from his 
de^iih, rendered )iis sorrowu comparalivnly 
light, end almost convened ihcm lo joys 
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BUT-FEHTSr,^ OV CHIU^T 



LOv]-. Ol' CHRIST, 



1£3 



JSiiL iievi'r WH3 5U|ipQBilioji more errnueous. 
JcHu^ Christ wiL^ as tmJj a men o^ elllier -f 
Li? i ao'l, OS mail, l)G«-as ^ really aM'lrt'^plible 
ofy^iiefpii^kcRiily iJivnCo^ainandrepraach, 
aiiJ fiH Tiiucli Hvcrso iVom pain uiid siifrflri]jg, 
^[■i Einjof lh£: dc&rc"<'ai]t3 of Adam. As to 
diviDe Prtiisol aliens un.l Jiiipporls, fliey were 
al ali iliricE, be&lowcd on liim in e yjy sptu- 
in^^aiini'f, nnd in Uie aeaaun ttf his grcnlrar 
pxlremiiy enllrely willihcld j an'l Ihougli a. 
knowledge oi ihj> happy "coL(sct|iiences 
' ivhlch woaM i¥?ii]l ftom hid flufferini^ ren- 
d^rcil liiin williiis Co endure ihcm, il J"! "lit 
ill ihi? smalkat degree take nfflbeiredgCj or 
lender him im.yji'^ible tn pain, Vio,\]'\s suf- 
Ibn'ii^, i»fiteajl of being" Ifiss, wete iiieotn- 
pa[iii>[y groELtcr ihon they ippeaced 1o be. 
l^o JiiiitR mini! r.aa fonceive of tlieir e^ftenl, 
nor Willi !ii\y i*' iljclioman rucG ftver go ivell 
entiilcd III ihe oppellflii^m of llie man of 
BOtroi^-s, as thfl man Chrisl Jesus, 



As Chiisi died fyt aH, io he Icli Jind ^vept 
for Ihe EufEeringa of all. Tha tcmpnral and 
eieroal calfimilies of Uie whole Irnmsn race, 



anil of every individiiol among iliGin all, 
seemed in be collected and lo)d upon liiifJ. 
]-Ig i;a^, al one view, iho whole mighsj ag- 
gr^giiLc of hiimaii ^ilt and human \^'[cEth- 
edncsb, Olid his boundlesii Ijimcvolenct and 
compassion made il, by sym|iiilhy, all his 
own, li has been said by philosopiiecs, Ihat 
if any man oould see all the misery whirli is 
daily feU in ilie world, he would never BipUc 
again. We need not -wonder, Ihcn, ihsiT 
Chcislj who saw il all, nevet smiled, Ihou^ii 
be oflcn wepL 
I 

LnVK OF CHTIIl^T. 

Iq Older lo futm somo fEunl ronccpfien of 
^c love of Chrisi, suppisc, my Chriftlian 
iHeiids, thai ill your Joils and suffenngs were 
ended, and you vece safely arrived ,in 
heaven, Ibe ic^t which remains for iha people 
of God. Suppose ihai >oij wcruiiicra 
crowne.i -wiih glory. Pud honor, ^nd iniiiii>r- 
' inlllyj li'.Ecniii? with uniUicrabk- fealasirs lo 
iJie sungpi of Ihe redcn?mE>d. conlemplaling 
Ihe ineffable, unv-elled gloiies of Jeiiovali, 
drinking full draushts from Those rivers of 




pleasure wliicli How forever at liis rigljl hand, 
and t^.'iLin^ tlio^c joys * hich the bcarl of man 
haih not conceived. What would tanipL you 
lo revi^ii diis vale of tears, oonJinence ariRw 
the wearjsoraoJQumeyoflifo, and cncounlcr 
alt Ihe toils, the Eeinjttatiotis, (be siifferings 
ond sorrmvs which ailcnd it? Must il not 
be lovo filrongec ilian deaih, love sucli as 
yoii cannol conceive of, wbicb wouhl induce 
von to do Ihis f How iiifinile, hoiv incon- 
ceivable, llien, must have been that love 
%i hich brougbl down ihcSonofCod G^om iho 
cclesiial world to rcdocin our r^mt-.d tace1 
wliLch led him to e>;cli3flge the boaoin of his 
Falilcr for o veil of flesh -, llio adorationi of 
nntjolfi for ihe scofh and insulin of sinners^ 
mid lim Biiioyinoni of eternal hfe fur jn ac- 
eiir&od, ifBiiiful aud i|TijominiDus de^ih! 
Nulhinp lm> live could havo done Ihis. iVot 
all Ihe powei^ of bcavenj earlh and hell 
combined, coald hove dragged Siim from his 
celestiol liirone, and svrtsled ibo fceplre of 
Ihfi universe from his bands. No^ it was 
love alone, divine, omnipolent love, wbicli 
drow liim down ; it was in the bands of love 
Ihat be waa led a willing caplive, Ibningh all 



i-oviu or ciiHifii, 



i^ 



the l^iilfi and sufferings of a laboriPUS life ; 
aiid il wa'i ihese bands whi*^h bmind him at 
the bar of PiJate, wSiif h fetlticd his arm of 
cverlaE,iji)gstrenglh, and preveiUcd hii blasl- 
inir his murderers. 



Unless WR coojil ascend into hoavcn, and 
sec die gbty and happiness whicli our Re- 
deemer left; unless wn could descend mio 
Ihe grave, ^nid lean. Ihe depihs of wreLehed- 
ncss to wbith he sunt; unless ^^-c could 
weig-h, as in a baluiice, all ihe Irials, loils 
andfiufferingsof bis hfe^ never, never can 
we Imow The inim.easurable esluni of tn^ 
love. 'Bitdhescilnngiwecaimoldo. None 
hilt the oninisrienl God knows svhaL he left, 
or wbai he suffered ; none Wt the omniscioni 
God, thete fore, knowa l^e etleutof biS love. 

To ^iiik of Ihclovo ofChrisL.ia like trying 
to conceive of e:;is1enr^e "which has no Jie- 
ginning, and of power which eon make 
something of noihins-- Tongue cannot de- 
scribe il ; linilE minds cMnpl conceive of il> 



,'S. 
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fif.LF-TJKUIPI, CV fHRI^T. 



chtiift's '^iwAriil, 



lav 



.-Lji^oia /aiiil uiuJjjf ii ; and »lio^ »ha know 
mn^L of it cofl only s^y, will) iiispLrsiUon, 
limL U ]>a^3elli fcnowlEtt^, 

SEH^F-DENiAT, Of CHUISt. 

The life of Christ am one nf sclf-ilenlfll. 
llo clcnieii liJoi^clf, for iliiny ycBis. all iho 
gloried and felicily of tlio heavenlywofld ^ 
aiiVl esposnt] bim'icir lo fill tlie piling arid 
torrnwi of n life on narili. lit ilcnied him- 
eelf Ui{: pjais'^ii and adoriUlons of itiiiiis pnd 
ii^i^Glb 5 aud cjirnsed hini'iflf lo ihu blas- 
plieiiiics ami reproimhcs ol men. He denied 
himself the pTescnee and onjoynionl uf God j 
ond es|>£i5ed himself to ihe biH'iely of pub- 
Lican?Eji'1=inneFe. He denied iiimielf&very 
thi"^ ihaL ny.iure desires; be espoaf d bim- 
sclfto every thing she dreads and abhnti^ ; 
loptiveityjCniiiompt, pninanddealh, When 
he euEerud on hi^ gf orinua and gftdbkedsfiignj 
he lenounced all regard lo his own comfutL 
and eonueaiwice, and LU"]t up the etoss, a 
croE^i inflnjU'ly heavier aud more pamruJ ihan 
0[ivof his diseiploa have Ijcen called lo bear, 
and ooiirinuod to carry it through a rOagb 



jiiid Ihorty road, lill his bui-iin nalure, es- 
haiisiedj sunk under tbe "ei^lii. In sliiU't, 
he dWlfiid^ired himself, his time, llis laleiils, 
his repiitaiion, bis Jiappicieag, bis very ciisl- 
cnce, as nol l)i» own, bui anoUier's ; and bq 
over employed Ibcra accordingly. He lived 
not for himself, he diednol fi.r himsdfi bul 
for'oUierahe lived, and for ollier^i he die J, 



1113 soul. 
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lli>w grc^it, liDw incuiifcivablc ^vlll bo oar 
.Sat-iof's happbicss^ alter Jhe Bnai ijOLisum- 
masiiin of all tLingii! Tlieii iho pbn Tor 
VJ^nch eur "Horld was fnrinod will be com- 
pleied. 'L'hen every racnibor of Ibc rliujcli, 
[i.r Iho syfec of "hich be loved and vi^ilcd 
oifr iviiflJ, v.iJl have bern bronglii heme to 
heaven, lo he with hran where he is. And if 
bi^luvcd,arLd rcjDipecl, and delighted in their* 
beforg iheyexiftiod^ and before lliey knew 
and loved him, hov will he hive and rejoice 
ill them when he sees iliem snrnniridln^ his 
ihrojie, pcrfeelly rMeinbling himsclJ' iif hody 
aijd soni i loving hini wiih miulicrahSc love. 
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chei&t'ii' be ward. 



Christ's be^ard. 
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juiiiemplai3n~him Willi inoiTable delight, and 
praising hiin aa ihcir deliverer from sin, and 

deaih, and hell ^ eis ihe auiljor of all tbeir 
everlasilng glory and felicily I Then,— O 
hkoRed, sinimaUns ihouihl I— he v^iil bo 
amply re*' arded for all his suneringi, and 
for al[ his love lo onr ruined racoi ihpn bis 
people shall cease lo grieve aii<l offoud him ; 
dien Ihey shall no longer degrad<^ him liy 
wGiik, confuffiid, inadequate roiireptionB of 
his pcj-wa, chfiv^cier, EUid work; for then 
f^ball they see as liiey arB seen, and know 
even as tbey aw kaown. Then the -uhole 
cboreh shall he piusenled lo him, a glorioug 
--burcli^ wiihouE bpol or blemish, or impcr- 
fpoiion ; aii'l aliall be 1(3 a crown nf glory in 
the liaiid of the Lord^ au^l as aroyril diadem 
ij^ Ihe hajid of our God. Then, O ZLoii, aa 
a bridegroom rejoicelh over the bride, so 
ihall diyGi>d rejoice over ihet?. Then shall 
(hy ^mi no more go dowa^ nor diy moon 
withdraw itself^ bai the Lord shall be thine 
everlasting lighEj aud iliy God, ihy glory ^ 
and iho days of ihy moatning, and of thy 
Sav^oi^a saffefiflg, shall be ended. 



If 'H'e love, and prize, and rejoice in any 
objccl, in proporLion lo Ihe laborj pain, and 
eipen^ ivhieh it hascosi n5 to obtain it, 
how greatly must Christ luvc, and prii^e, 
and tejoiee in every penitent dinner! His 
love and joy must be nnutler?l>le, inconceis'- 
able, infiinle. For onee, 1 r^oice that our 
SavJof'fl lohla and sufforings were so greitf 
since the greater they were, ihc greater 
musi be his love for usj and his joy in onr 
conversion. And if he ihns rejoiceth over 
njic sinner that repentelh, wha! must be his 
joy^ whea all his people are collected, out 
of every loiiguej and kindrod. and people, 
smd nation, and preaented apolle&s before 
his Father^'; ihronel Whfli a full tide of 
felieiiy will pour in upon him, and hew will 
his benevolent heart expand with unutterable 
delight, when, conlemplalbg the countless 
myriads of thercdeeniedjie saya. Were ii 
not (qi ciy ^ufierings, all iliese immorlal 
bemgs would hiivH bren, (hroughout eternity, 
as miserable, and now tliey will be as happy, 
as God can m&ke ihem ! It is eiAOugh. I 
see of the iravail of my soul, and am satiafied. 




COyDESCfcffSlOR ANr> LoVE OF CJ(Rl£T. 

The meanest beggar, Ihe vilest wreldb, 
ihe niD^ir loallisome, depraved, obajidoned 
siiiTier, is perfeficly welcomB In ihe arms end 
Ihe heart fif '''c Savior, if he tomes with 
liie temper oi ihe pcuiicul pre<^igal. To all 
who dinne wi(h this temper, he ever lends a 
grapioii3 euTj ho li^leji:^ Ui eatch Ite first 
peiiiWntial si^h } )ic walches iheir first fci^le 
slep^ towtintij ihcpiLlJi of duty i he prevenla 
ihem mjiii his grare, haslens lo meet them, 
and while tliey are ready to sink al his leel 
with jiiiiiglecl shiiiTie^ confusion mid giief, 
he pnis Hddcrnealh tliem his overlasling 
arms, embraces, cheers, supports and com- 
forts liiem i wipes a^ftiy Ihcir (earSj wa&lies 
away iheir al^ns, cFolhe^ them wilh his^ 
righieijiisne?E,unile'jllieimo himself forever, 
and feeds Ihem wilh Ihe bread a\ii^ walci of 
life- Thus he binds up the broken n'td, en- 
kindles llie amoking fl«(, and, like a most 
iBjjdflr, compassionate shepheid, gailicrs Ihe 
helpless Iftmbs iu his arma, and caniei them 
iji Ills bosom. Tiiua, by Ihe eubdcscendius 



CONDESCENSION OF CHRIST. J31 

^race of our Lumannel, heaven is brought 
dowiJ lo eiirth T lhcai%ful majc&iy,aJid irtac- 
<!cssible glories of JehoviUi, are shrouded in 
a veil of flesh ; a new and living vj.-ij is 
opened for our reliim to Ood ; and alnfnl, 
gTiilly ivonns of thu <lirst may talk with Iheir 
Maker face lo face, ad a man talkelli witli 
IjJQ friend. 



Trembling sinner, desponding Cliifsiianj 
permit me to take yon by Ihe hand and lead 
you to Jesus, Why du you linger. v.\iy dO 
you hang bafkl It is to Clirist, it is to 
Jesus, it is to (be Bflbe of Belhlelj'?in, iii a 
man like Tiiirisolves, lo ihe meek and lowly 
Savinr of sinners, iliat I woiild liricij; you. 
Here are no terrors, no flaming swoTil, no 
burning throne 10 ftppaJ you. Coine, then . lo 
lis feet, to his arms, to liis heart, which 
jiVBrflowsisilhcnmpjissiQn for your pcrishJDg 
soulflr Come and rnuienJplate the glory ol' 
Ihe onlv-begottcn of the Falljer, full of grace 
andlnkih, and receive of bis fulness grace 
for grace. 



COPDEfiCESSIOS OF CHHI&T. 



CHRIST. 



Fear ii<3l, says Uie Savior lo his pcniieat, 
Ijeart-broken' <liar^iplo. Fear nol, trembling^ 
d&spoiidin^ son). My K^ni^yp ^"7 perfeblioufl 
neeiJ iioc alarm iJiee, for llicy urc: all niigiiged 
on Ihy aide, ill pledg:ed lo secure ihy i&lva- 
rliin. Tell me ii"L of iliy aina. I will luku 
ilicin ri^'ny. Tell me not of iliy weakucs?, 
iliy folly and i^or^ec- I have [reaiure? 
of H'i^oin and knoi^ledgr:, ond airccgtii for 
ihee. Toll ma not of the wepknes^ of iliy 
ffracea. My gisn"fi is suEficieiil Jor ibeOj for 
ils riolies are ufiisearclidblOr Tail mc noL of 
Ihe diffi^uUies w'liicli oppose ihy salvBiion, 
Is any Ihiii^ loO h^rd for me T Tell me 
uol l[iac ih<? favors (hou art Feceiving are 
too ^reat for lliiiO. I *riow Ihey are too 
greal fur Ihee (o merit, Iml ihey Eire not loo 
greaMornierof^^ive. IN"ayj more, I ivill givo 
Ihce ^leaier Ihin^s tliitn Hiese- I will nol 
only cnii killing tn pardon ihj sins, hf ar tijlh 
Lliine infirmities, Bnd liofi! Lhy backsliding^ i 
bui give [hee lar/^r aad loiter measures of 
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my gracej make iliso lU'if! and more u&ftful 
fii lite M-arM, tender Llice more ilian fon- 
qiicror over all liiinc cnj'mips, and al dealh 
wipe awny forev-cr all ihy leara ; rercivc 
thco to Ihe Tnausions i^hich my Failior lia? 
prepared for lliee in hEavei>, and caii^e 
tliee to £i1 down wiQi me oil my throne for- 
cer and ovnr, TlniR do^s Chiiii comfait 
ihobo ihfl-l monm ; ihus he encourages iho 
defipoudin^, iliu« esslia ihose iliAt lnimble 
lliemidvet alhig feel; andfonslrams ihem 
to cry, in admifin^ tranipnrls of oT-eiimde 
and lovcj Who, O who is a Ond like unto 
Ihee^ fjTgivin^ innfuity, Iransgies&ion and 
sin? 

DEPaiLT PROM Mt, FUR I iM ,\. SINFUI^ 

MAN., O l.QHrh. 



As our views of our own finfulness, and 
of tha abomiftablij meligjjiiy of shi, ara 
always fu direrl proporlinn 10 oiir view? of 
ihe divine puriiy and glory, the Chri'^lian 
n^^var appeal's lo himself so unspeakably 
vile, so lolally uni^'orlhy of hh Saviot'^ 
love, or so lui£i lo enjoy hfs presence, as al 




the very lime when hti h favored iviiL Um&e 
blesEiug?, in Ihc highest dogr^e. The con- 
sequence ia llial tie 15 EisEojtishe'l, confound- 
ed, ^'^rushed mid overwhelmod by a display 
of goodne^ii no uiidesoivcil, so Tiiiejipcclficl. 
Wlicn he hail perhaps been n-'ftily la con- 
clude thafhe was a vile hypocrite, and to give 
[ip all foi lodt -J tir, if nui, lo foair iljiiT Gcid 
WDill<l biLJJg upoD liim same lemble juJ^- 
nieni for his sliK, »nd make li[in oil example 
10 odiers— then to SI'S Iti^ jriuch-iii!.ii]ted 
Savior, his negJeeted lienefaclor, his In- 
jmed Friend, suddenly appear lo deliver 
him froiD iho eonsequtsnec? ol' his own folly 
aifd ingratitude^ losee him come wilh Smiles 
&nd Messing?, when he e!<pecied ooihiag; bnl 
upbrajdinffs, ihreateninga, saii scourges— il 
is loo maeh ; he knows not how lo beaV il ; 
he scarcely ricEtes iciVe tlic consol^iien 
offered him; he (hinks it muit be all a delu- 
sion, hlven wlfen convineed, bej'ood a.| 
doubl, that it is not iit; when he fuels Uie 
healijig virmo of his kind Physician, pervad- 
ing his whole ioul, and sBet him fitnoping' to 
cleanse, lo comfort, and embrace him, he 
shrinks back, involimlarily, as if ihc spoJiess 
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Savior would be contaminaled liy bis touch ^ 
shiio down afiliamed and brokt^i-hearled at 
his feel^ feels unv'orlhy and unable lo look 
np^ find tin? more cnndejceudin^ly Chrjst 
sionps to embrace hinij so much lower ami 
tower does he aink in the dust, M len^h 
his emoliona hud ullorance, and he eries, O 
Lord, ireat dtr net lliua kindfy. Such favors 
Ijelong to those, nnl3'-.whn do not requite thy 
love as I have done- Ifnw can it he just, 
how can it be rifthl lo give Ihcm lo one Rt 
undeserving? T^'V kindness is lavished 
appu me in vain; ihy mercies ai-e thrown 
away upon Orte so incorrii^ibly vile. If Ihou 
pardon me now, J shall oflend theea'^aiii ; if 
thou heal wiy backpfidbgs, 1 shall again 
wonder from ihee ; if Uiou cleanse me, 1 &Iiall 
ajjEnii becofnc pnlliiled : thon must, O Lord^ 
give me np— thou mn^t leave ine lo perish, 
and hesfow ihy favors on those who are leas 
unworthy, less hicurably prone to ofTend 
thee. But'li are often the feelings of llie 
hroken-heaile<5 pcnilenL ; thus does he shrink 
from the mcfcy which pursues him, thu? 
seems lUfJead agaiuat himself ; ynd,thnii^h 
he desires and prices iiotliing go much as his 
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Saviur's presence, feels conbtrainedj by a 
s^flse of Ji[*i vileness and polluLjoj]^ To w^k 
Lim, iuj<j almosi wi&)i tiini lo depart, and 
Icaie liim [q ilie fate wbich he so richly 
deserves- 



JOy GF dOUMUWlOS IVITH COD. 

A[ ifmcB, God is pleased to admii hib chil- 
dren lo iioiirer approaches, and more inii- 
maie degrees of fellon-ship will] himself and 

liia Sod, Jciufi -Christ. He neods down tlic 
spirii (if adoprioQ inio theif hcrirljf whereby 
ihdy are enabled lo cry Al-Ija, Faiherj and 
to fuel ilio&e lively atTtclioiis of love, joy, 
ttii^t, hope, reveience and dependence, 
which ii i^ at once iheir duly and tlipjr Iiap- 
pinRBs lo eiercjsc [iiwards lhc[r Faiher in 
heaven. By |}ie infiuennes of the aflme 
spirit he shines into liieir minds, lo give tlioin 
flie lighl of ihc knowledge of the g-lorj of 
God, in llie lave of Jesus Christ; r.au^es his 
glory 111 pays before them, end makes them, 
in some measure, lo undersland the per- 
feclion? of hi:^ Daluie. IFe also reveals to 
ilienirheunul1erahICrinCDnceivaliIe,miheard- 
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of ihJiigs, which ho has prepared for tliUBO 
ivho love him; applies f, ihem his ejCPc<l- 
iiiff greal and precious proiniscs ', m^ikta 
Ihem 111 know that gical love whereiviih lio 
has loved Uicicij and thus causes them lo 
seioieo iviih joy uiLspeakablo and full of 
glory. He shines in upon llieii Bonb wLih 
Ihe daaalin^^ mdiiiij, overpowering beams 
of grsee and mercy proceeding from ihe 
^un of riglitcousnesj, givc^lhera lo know ihe 
heLg3i[£ and Elie depths, ihe lengths and the 
breadlhs, of ihe love of Christ, wlilijh pEisseili 
knowlcd^, and (ilU Ihem wiih all ihe fulness 
of God, ThcChrisliaLipinLhesebrig-liE^emap- 
inted momefltf , while lliiis hgsMn^ in beams 
of celestial light and splendor, forgol^ him- 
tclf, forgels liis existence, and is wholly si}- 
sorbod in the ravishingj Ihe eestaiic coniem- 
plalion of uncie&led beauty and lovftlhic^s. 
"He endeavors lo pliijigfi himself into fho 
boundless ocean of di^-ine gluty which opens 
lo his view, and longs to he wholly sival- 
lowcd up and lost in God- Hi' whole soul 
(roes fbnh in one inicnie flame of gralilLide, 
adinirallon, love and desire He conioTo- 
plales, he wonders, he admires, he loves 
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and Bdore^r Hi'? soul iljlfllirs iltelf beyouJ 
ils onJiniiry capacily, and expands lo n?- 
ceive Uic i3<jQi[ oi happiiici^ v/L[i:ii ftver- 
whelms itr All il9 <1e^ir«^ t^re milislied. It 
)io ftinger icquiicjj who ■will Bhow u? any 
goodj bul reinijis ntjta Ua n-si, bsc-iiige ihi? 
Li>rd liflih dcaJl hQunlifully wilK it. The 
Bfanry, uohy, rhiiyl-prodiipin^ gireain'< of 
worldly delight cmly increase the feveriEh 
r^esiies of the BtniVj Iini itie lldfl nf i»y whifli 
Hews in upon Jhe CbrisdaD, is sileol, deep, 
full and aolisfying". All ihe powen and 
fai;i||[iR:^ nf hh mind arc lost^ abboibcd, nnd 
swallomed up in the oorilemplotion uf infinite 
gltiry. With an energy and activity un- 
known bofore, be rcmm^ and ran^eH ihroogEi 
ihe occnti of ligbt and love, ivLere lifl cao 
neither find 9 bottom nor a shore. Nolaii- 
gnagc can utter his feelings ; but, with an 
emphMis, a mewling, an expression, which 
God alone could excite, and which he alone 
eaii iindersland, he breathes out this ordont 
emotions of his soul, in broken words, while 
hi! exebimg, My Faiiier, and my God. 
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TO UHftlSTIflriA IN TUE COMMEWCK- 

vy-m oy A nnvjVAL. 

Yes, O Christian, whoever you are, how- 
ever tempted OJid diitresijodi however (in- 
gtiiahing and de&p&iring jou may be, the 
Mailer is conit.and t»]le(li fat tiiee. Jin 
does, as il wcre^ eall thta by name, for ho 
knows the niuncs of J>i5 sheepj they aie en- 
griiven on Ihe palms of hiy hands, and 
he caiiiLot forget them. His laii^iiagc is, 
Whci^is (his, iuid ihiii, iHid tliu other une, 
among mv flock, wlio usetl to wyieh foi the 
Tokens of my appioach, and come ai Mm 
sound of n^y voice ? Why do ihcy not come 
to welcome my rcUirn, and rejoice in )oy 
preseiiefil Have they backslidden end 
wandeied fiom myfold ? Go, and ich them 
Ihat iheir Sitepherd is feme, and cullyih lor 
them Say unlo ihem, Ifow lone: will ye go 
abouf, O backslitling [ipople ? Relurj) unto 
me, and I will heat your bafkshdin^s. Are 
they lejnptGd and distressed? Gu and tell 
tijenx that ihtTr High l^iesl and Intercessor, 
one who ha^ been in all points tenipted like 
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as Tlicj are, Jind wlin can llierefore he 
touclied KJEh llifi rpfilifigs of lhe[r iDCnniiie^, 
js come, ohd OdJlflh for Ihem i<i ^prea<l iheir 
lemplalioiiEi anil aflliclions bcfotu him- Are 
ihey borne down villi a Josd of guill, juid 
the weig-lil of ilieir alus ngainqi me, iO that 
they ere u^Lsincil to fuck me in llie face 1 
Tell therallmiTwjlf receive Ihem graciously, 
and lovo Uiem freely- Aib ihcv carriird 
a^vay hy iheir spiriiual cngijiie^, end bouad 
in Ihe lellers of vire, sn that tiiey tiaunot 
eome toweleume me? Tell ilipm ibstlam 
Come lo prcHzlainnleliveriLiinR loihe ciiptlvea, 
and the opc^ning nf ijic? pfiaou lo iliein Ihal 
are I'mind ; lo rcacue the lamhs of my flock 
Ijom the paw of £1ir ]hoii anr! ihe jaws of Ihe 
bear. Arc Ihey oppressed wiih fears dial 
they iiliall one day perish by ihc liaud of 
iheir enemiea 7 Go and lell ihem lhal my 
flicep never perish, and Uial nniie shall 
finalFy pluck Ihcm out of my hand. Are 
ihey Glumbering- and slcepiiigr iiiaensible of 
my approach'^ Ge and ansken ihem iviih 
the cry, Beholdj ihe bridegrofun gomelh ; go 
ye oul lo meet him. 



CALL TO LHR13TIA.N&- 



141 



It \a profilahle for the children of God 
ofien lo Tcdecl nn '•vbm ihpy formerly were, 
to mcdiiate on ihcir once wieliJied and bclp- 
]ass condition, lo look eo ilie lock whence 
t]iey were hewn^ find lu llie pit whonct Ihey 
KvefS diggfd. Look back, then, Chrisliaiii, 
to ihe lime when yoo, who art now the chil- 
dren of God, ihi? laemhcts oVChci^t, and ihu 
temples of Ihe Holy Spiril, were ihe ene- 
mies of God, ihc dospiscrs of his Son, and 
the wLlliug slaves of llie frtther of Jics, who 
wioiigiivin you a? children of disobedience; 
when yoinr hearls Were herd lis (iie neiher 
millstone, your undera landings darkened and 
alienated from (he life of God; yOiir wills 
eiubboiu, pen-er^ and rebellious; your 
affeclioij*! madly bcnl on tlie pleasures of 
sin : and every ima^inalion of llie dioiighls 
of your hearts wai evil; only ajid cofiliii- 
iially ovil. Look ba<!k wilh shame and self- 
nbhorrence lo ihe lime whon you lived wiih- 
oul God In Ihe world, wtien yoo drank ia 
iniqoity like water, serving divers liisis and 
vanities, and fulfilling the deii'cs of ihe llesli 
and the mind; caFling God'a law behind 
your becka, slilling Ihe remonalianeos of 
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CDnscE^ce, qucii<!Li»^ llie iljfluencc^ tf the 
ilfviiieS])i[lc,ijfglecliiig'lheH[ily S[^ri|Hijres, 

^ijid iioniing" lo rlic hoiL'Mi of God, frooj fiiib- 
haih to 3af>bqih, nai to IiUEor hLni iq Oic as- 
£enfl>li' of liis ssiiila, or lo leans youf duly, 
'— but to inodt Jum wiJi pretended worRjiip, 
while ytiur in-sjis were lar from liicii. How 
mnny calk and invdaiioii^ did ym iheie 
sTj^hl! Horn many qpiinJiua Jid you Ijcar 
as lhQug:h ynu heard no! ! How many 
prnyers svere olfered up in your presence, 
wliile you, perhapa, never -conaidfired, for a 
lisnnitTil, in "whal you were engaged, but 
biifered your tliouylits lo wander to dio erff^s 
of tins cariii ! Even then, fiod wsa walcliing 
over ynu for good ^ iiod yel bow ungralcfiil- 
]y did ynu requite liim ! How maoy mercies 
ilidyou receive Vritlioul mailing one ^raiefuf 
aL^kllflwledgl^eDl 1 How did you slijve (o 
provoke him Icj jealousy, and lead lilni^ if 
possible, lo alter liJ5 gracious designs in vour 
fflvor! A rebijl jigjiijist Godj a fmclfier of 
ClinsI, a rogisler of die divine Spirit, a slave 
ofSafM, a child of ivfflih, an heir of hell 
such, O Chri&iiaii, was once rhy cliaiacteri 
<uid nothuig, in a Iiuinaii view, was fhen be- 
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fare itioe, bui a fearftil lyoking for of judg- 
ment and fiery intligna^on. 



Whmi wc remember an absent friend, wc 
usually think with doop iiicorest of (1j« pljii^e 
wjierc Ilc i^, of die busLne^s in whii:b be is 
enE;aged, wnd^of ihe lime rtlien we shall 
mfict him. Chri^Lian^, ynu kaow where 
your Master i^^ Ymi linoiwrholhc is doia^. 
YoQ know Uidt lie now Bppt^ar^ in the praa- 
ejjce of God for you ; thai be ever Hvelh lo 
jual^e intcreeasion for you ; and iliat, ere loii^, 
yv\x ahall set him and be ivlih iiim- Think, 
then, much and often, of tlie heaven where he 
resides, of the pcrfnet wl^riiimj fidelity, and 
constancy, tviih wliich he there manages 
your coneGrns. Remcjiiber ihoi he ivaichen 
for you while you sleep ^ that he labors for 
yoQwhilpyou are jdfc^ ibai hR iiiiercedea 
for you, even while you arc sinning a^inst 
him. "Will you, then, ever sin? Will yoa, 
while ffwake, ever be idle? Will yov be 
unfaithful, or sloiliful in laboring for him, 
white he ii ever nciive aad failhful in pro- 
moting your interest? t 




chut^tians MFMiJTLns or the body of 

CHRIST- 

Sinct Chri&i h ihe bead of the bendy of 
"mhlch Chr[slraD3 are members, he haa a righl 
in cvpr^ci [hfi ^aine aervifes fruiii Ihtm, which 
we e^[pect from oiir member?. Now, what 
wflexpecl from our infmber^j ig, thai rsvory 
niic, ill iifi proper placa^ shnultl perTorm iLo 
Btrvices" Etllutlpd iij osijciiUni^ the purposes, 
anil obej^ing ihe commands of ihe liead- 
We di> nui c>:pcci llirii oa<^L member should 
have a separale will, or puisuc a separate 
iulcrcst, Of aci in any rc^i'cut as if ii were 
independenf. If any part of our bodies does 
iioi fulfil ilicEQ £;?pcfiaJioii5, and yield 
proiTipl iuid implicit obcdiiinte lo oar will, 
we comJutle i! (o l>e diseased^ and if Ihe 
acia of she will produce no effecl upon H, 
we conclude ii to be dead^ and remove U, If 
pusslbk, lis ii usefohi encumhrduce. We 
further cxpett tlial our membcrSj instead of 
atii'mpiiiig lu provide, each one, forila own 
wants, will depend upon ibe wl^om and 
foresiFJii of ihe hoid. for oil necessary sao- 
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plieg. In a word, we kiijw ihal it is ilin 
part of ihe head to plan, direct, aiml provl<le, 
and lliG part of ihe mOTnlierg lo gbey and 
Oxecute, Precisely similar are Ihe cUities of 
Chiislians, eon.^idprcd as the tncmbcrs of 
Chrtslr ^■o ChristiEm musl have a separate 
will, or a separalQ intprcsl of his Oi^ti^ or aet. 
In any tespeot, as if be ^ere au insulaieff, 
Independent ind[viduaL Ai; there Is bal ons 
head, fio iberR iiiifsl lis bul one ^vtniiiig-. 
gujdiijg vr'iW, and [bat must be the will 
of Cliri^l, If any negleci to execute his 
will, they are spirinially di^aseiT ; and if 
this neglecL bo habitual, they aro spiritualty 
dead, and were never really united lo Chriit,' 
for hia real members never die. It i^ a!iO 
dieir duty lo depend on him for every Ihing-, 
for the supply of all iheir temporal and 
spiritual neei^ssiiie&j and never fo aiiempi 
any ibing but in reliamre on Ills wisdom, 
grEiee and slrengLbr As well may our feet 
Weill safely, or our hands work skilfully, 
viihaut as^lBtant^e end giifdsmoe fjom the 
head, aa Christiaifs can perform any service 
wilhoul the grace of Chriil Iheir head, in 

m 
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whoHi Jire laid ij[> all ibe ireaaurea of wis- 
dom, and knowledge, and giaca- 



^ 



THIC OHRliBTJiAW^S COFSOLATIOB. 

Chrislians, aiiiannosvfills Uie throufi of 
heaven- And wlio is ihis raEtii? llelievcr^ 
murk it well- Ii is a man who is iioi ashamed 
10 call you brother. It is o m.in who can ba 
touched wllh lie feeliTi^ of jour infinnities, 
for he has been in all poiins templed ]ikc aa 
jroii are, jet wilhoiii s'\o. ■WTiatover your 
sorrows or Iriels may !w, he knows hy expe- 
rienfo liQw lo aympalhize with you. Has 
your Heavenly Falhcr lor^akoft you, so ih&t 
you wEdk iu dajkness and ana "o lis'" f He 
wcU remembtruwhat he]ell,wlionbe cried, 
My God, my Giid, why hB&t ihou forsEiken 
me'l Has Satau wounded yiiu wiib his 
fiery darrs ? He remembers how iorely his 
own heart was bTui^rd when he wrestled 
wiih pi]iioi]Jali1ies and powers, afld pmslied 
ihe Lfsad of ths pfmca of daibncss. Aia yon 
assaulted wUh varlons and distressing lemp- 
talions? Chris' was tempted to doubt 
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whether be were ihc Son of God, to presume 
upon his Falher'i luve, and to wot&liip the 
falher of He?. Are you prosifld down wifh 
afomplicalionof sorrows, so aa ro despair 
evPD o( Jifo ■^ The soul of ChriaS was once 
c^fceedinff sorrowfnl, even unlo dtsftlh, Aro 
you mourning tor Ihe dujiger of unbelieving 
friends f CLiri'il's own brelliren did not bi> 
{{eve in biin. Does the ivorld peisecute and 
despise y oily or arc your enemies iho^e of your 
owfl household ? Cbnsi was despised and 
rejected of men, and his own relalioiis slig- 
matizcdhim as a madman. Aieyou sdfer- 
ing Under j.landciou& and unjust accusations ? 
Christ was called a man gluttonous, and a 
wine-bibhnr, a friend ol' publicans and 
STiuerfl. Are yea sini^Ung wjili ihs evils 
of poverty 7 Jesug had not where to lay 
his head. Do Christian friend'^ forsafcc, or 
treat you "iikiJidly? Christ was denied and 
forsaken by his own disciples- Are you 
distressed wjili fears of death ? Christ has 
fifiicred Ihe dajk valley thai Jie miglii destroy 
deudj- O, then, banish all your feara. Loo!: 
at year mere ifj] IJi^h PriesLwlioiA |>as3ed 
unto Ihe heavens, 0n<1 irjumphaallj esclaim 
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[E rHlllSTIAS'3 t'OflSULATlOW, I'l^ 



wiih llie apoBllCj Wlio gb=ill separale m from 

Eke love of Chri^ll 




The profesaed diseiple of Christ, who de- 
sponds Eind Ireinbles, when he' henrs bi^ 
Miisiir calling Mm to go ^n lo perfettioa, 
mey dtiive courage Jiiii] support fcom look- 
ing at the pruniUes of Chri^l, and Ot ifieir 
AuilioL- Among- ilie blesslugs proniiaed, 
you will find every lliing which any man 
can ni?t:d, Jo asiisi bim in arriving: at perfce- 
lion. Thftc are prnmi&cs of hghl and 
direction l" find die paiJi ivliich leadpf to it; 
pronii^g of assi^tanec lo walk In ihai palh i 
promi&i^? of strenglll 10 resist and ovprccnne 
all opposition ; pj-oinises of remediej lo heal 
us whoa wounded, of coidi&la to invi^rale 
us-whiin faint, audof mosi g;loriojs rftivEirds 
to crown the end of our c^inr^c. You will 
heaf Jehovah saying, Fear nol^ for I am 
wiih Ihee i be not diamayod, for J am Uiy 
God ; I ^vill slron^ihcn ihei^ -, jea, I will 
help Ihoft^ yea, I will uphold Ihe^ viiih the 
ri^hl hand of my rigbleoJi^ness. Tlioagh 
Ikon cjl in ihyself but a worm^ ibou shall 



iSircsh the Tnouinplns, and bcal Vhom small 
as die du=i. Look neM ai Him who gives 
Ihese promises. It is one who is almighty, 
and wiio ihofcfore can fulfil lliem. It ia one 
whocannol ]]e,!ind ihcrcfore iciW fulfil Eheni, 
li is erne ^ko possesses all power in beav-en 
bnd on earth 5 one ivliose licasnres of grafio 
are unsearchable and ineshanfiilble ; one in 
whom divtllfl all ihe fulness of die Godhead 
bodily, -Wiih all ilils fuilne^?, faiiSi indisso- 
lubly unites us. Say,lhen, ye who despond 
and tremble, wken you conlcmplale iho 
almoal iimneasurablc dislance heiwecn 
your own moral charaders and lliat of 
Chrisi, wliiii^ excepi faith in ilie^P promises 
and in ilicir An'hor, is nccejsary, to snppori^ 
encourage, &nd aninkiiE^ yoii in going on to 
perfeclionf If Christ him^'tlfifi perfect ; if 
faiih make^ you members of iJiig perfect 
head ] if if causes his fLilness lo flow inio your 
souls, — then it is most evideni ihal he can 
and will eligible all, whooKotriw faiik in him, 
loimiiaie his example, and finally lo l>cconia 
pcrfecl OS he is perfecl- 
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J50 THE cnniaTiAs's cossolation. 

LeE not ihe CbrL^tiaa listen 1o Ihc siiggca- 
lloiia flf induleiico, deapondencj and iiubc- 
Jiff; but ki bim lislen ralter lo liic calls and 
promises of Chnst. Suewhal he Laa alrnndy 
done for those ofonr riicewJin relied od liis 
i;TiPC, Look at Iiuoi:li, who walked with 
God', al AbraJiixni, the IricuJ nf God; flt 
Mosos, the f onFidcEiUal sfirvaul of God^ al 
Daijio!, lIto man ^teaily beSovcd ofGoil ; at 
atepheo^fiill of foiih andoflhe Holy Ghost ; 
aiSl.Paulj glowing wjilli an. ardor like UiaL 
of " the rapl sersph, wlio adores and hurna ;'* 
end at liie nifiny olhar worihies -with wiiom 
the hislorian and Ijiographef liave made as 
afqiiainteJ. See Id '^^liat hcighw Uiey 
soared, how nearly lliny approached lo per- 
feciinn. And ivhn enal)HCd ihem lo wake 
Ihese Eipproachea^ to soar to ihcae heights? 
He, I answer, who now calls upon yon to 
follow liiem ; He who now olTers you the 
fiarae asgl^tamic whlcii he alTocded iheni. 
ILofVj Ihen, with full confidence, on lily pcr- 
feolions and promises, and recommence with 
new vifQF your Chri'itian warfarCr Do you 
iUU hesitate and linger? O Ihoii of lilUe 
faiiiif wherefiirfl dosl Ihou dunbt 1 Why cast 
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round a Ircmbling, desponding gtimcc upon 
the roarmgwind and iitormy waves .iivhi eh 
oppose ihy progress T Look raihcr al hini 
who calls (hen ouwiird ; at the onmipotont 
enn, which i^ lo lie lli;y strength and support. 
Look till you feel failh, and hope, and 
coor!^, reviving in your broasl. Then say 
10 your Lord,l come- 1 will follow where thou 
[eEidesL llae way. I will otice more oiin, with 
renovated sirengllv at die perfection which I 
have bng deemed uuaiiajnable. 



Thiy world i^ the pla^u far labor, and nol 
for rest, or cnjoynteui, encept that enjoyment 
which may ho found in serving God. We 
shall liave time enough In ihe coining world 
to rest, and lo converse wiih our friends^ 
and it may well reconcile Vi to separation 
here, if we hope lo bo forever with ihera 
there. 



The young Christian thinks it would be 
best that he shoulil bo always lively, acaloua, 
imd engaged in religion \ thai he should feel 



\h'i THE (;HHJ!i^lA^'5 cos^oi.athjk. 

ffliihj love and l]iin)iliiy in coiistaiil ejrvrci?Q, 
anil l>c like n flame of fire In hit ilaslet'a 
service. Uiit our blasted Teather Uiiiiks 
oi.lii?riviw. He Icuowa lljal the niosl elfect- 
ualj and J i[nlett<l,l!ie nnJy way, Icunirilfyfiin 
ill iiiiJ" licatL^, is 1o make us hiiii^ )t ; anJ the 
ivay to niiikc ui iittle it iq lo sulTer US ic fficl 
il. He knoivs thai ilie only way lo make ii9 
fer\'ciil am! rlilifjeril '\J\ jicayer, is lo sViow us 
how miioy tilings we liBve in pray for, and 
fiojjvifioe ui of t'Ur nb^oluie need of his a'i- 
sJsLauce. Hp kiiews thai ihe best vmy lo 
inakft us humble and ct^ifiired i^ In ahow U9 
whjit we are, and what wc 'Ic^crve ; and 
iliai ilie only KSy lo wtan n^ from ihe wnrld, 
ig, to render il a place of iViilgue nnd iinca- 
siDes:^. He knuws Ihat there is nollting lilie 
the want of his piefieiioe to teach us Ihe 
worth of il i and nolhiug like a senao of ihe 
dangerous nPHirc of our disease, to show OS 
the valuft ef au almighty Physician, Upon 
ihls plun, iherbfore, it is, that aW his va^lOl^3 
ilkpftusai'ons lowards ChrisliEin^ are con- 
ducred : and till ihey i4reai'quaintedwuh this, 
tlioy riiPijioi understand tliem. 
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Asf sinld all the ncrssilndes of Ilie seasons, 
Ihe fioccession of day and nighlj end ihe 
changes of Ihp M'ealter, ihe snn remains and 
shines in .(he i^anie parL of ihe heoveus -, so, 
amid all thp daily changes which Ihe Chris- 
lian experienccii", from darkite^^ IQ h^i, and 
fhnii summer to winter, iu calms and tem- 
peslB, [he Snii of Tighleousne&s iilH eofiiliiues 
the same^ and 'lis the same love and, wisdom 
which leads him lo bide oi lo unveil his face. 
Bui Ehc Clirislian is at fit^l ready lo Imagine 
thai Ihe changes iri hi^ feelings precpcd from 
chan5;en in Christy ps iho&c who donoli-on- 
fiidcr ihe moijoa of ihe earth, fancy Ihal ihe 
£iin really rises and seis. 



Above all, T would eay to Ihe ChriBfian, 
Never distru si the kindness, Ihe love, the 
wisdom yiid faiihfnlneiis of your Savior; 
bill coiifide in him who has promised ihalrdl 
things ^hall work logether for youf ^od. 
Though you may not now know what he is 



doing, yon ilijJI know herenftcf . You will 
scis the ceafion of tJl tjin trials and Tfiiip^- 
lioug, lie Jark and cbrnforllGS^ hours, llie 
dialreesin^ doubla auil Jbsira, iho long; and 
tfdioiis cciiifliclaj >'Jlh which jou ma now 

' i^Hciaed 3 and you will }ic couvmced ihai 
■ not a sij^h, noL a tear, not & siiiyle unesisj 

■■^ ihoughli^'aa alJoUird you, wilhool S'niie wise 
and gracious design. Say nnl, UiOLi, like 
Jaiitth of old, All tlie*e lliiugs are against 
me -, say iiol, like iJavid, I ahall one day 
periali by the hand of Saul; for all ihcsc 
Ihinga ate for your good, and you idall never 
perish, neilliOF shdL any pluck you out of 
Chrisl'B land. Why should you, who &ro 
sonsoflhe King of heaven, be leEiii and dis- 
conicnied from day lo day 7 Remember 
Ihal, if you otc in ih<! paili of rlic joe!, you 
are (he heir of God and jomt heir wiili Chri&l 
of &n liihpriTance incorrnjUJblc, eleinel, and 
iliat fiidolli not tLway. Be not discouraged 
al ihG Bmall progress yon appetf m make, 
or ihe dirticnities you may meet with. Why 
ihoald ihB Infanl be discouraged because he 
has not tb(? sLfcugrh of maiibnodj or ihe 
^-iedoiiL of old BgK ? AVail on tiie Lord la 



I. 



■the diligent nse of \Ai appolnled means, and 
he will sLien^dieii yonr hcaifSj so thai you 
shill monni U|> aa on oagle's wingsi you 
shall inn, and II oL be weary; you shall walk, 

and not faiux- 



Who is be thai walkeUi in darkness and 
halh no lighi T Let hiiu (rast in Ihc name of 
Ihe Lord.and stay himself upon hi^ God, 
LeL him go lo /esu^, ihu toinpassionflle 
Savior of sinners^ wlio heals ihc brukcJi ia 
hear!, who gaibers the lambiJ Inliis wmsj and 
carries them in bis bosom. Go, 1 say^ to 
him ; lell him all your griefs and sorrows ; toll 
him that your souls d<«iveUi Ibe du&ii "hat 
ini<juilies, double and fears prevail BRatost 
you ; that yen are poor, and misMifble. and 
wrctcbyd, and bhnd and naked. Go lo his 
merey-aeal, where he slla as amert'ifalHigh 
Priest, on purj'ose lo give ropentejice and 
remission of sinB 3 1^ arid embrace bii feet, 
lay open your wholB bearLSj stale all your 
diflieidlies, complauiis and diseasesj and you 
will find bim inGniloty moic gracious i\i#i\ 
youcancoucelvei infinilely mote willing lo 
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MY BELnVJJD IS BirSE. A 
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^rniiil yoUT TcquGflU lliim jnu ;ire Iq make 
Ihem. lie is lovelfsplf; 'lis Iji:^ vtry iioturc 
W [illy. Have jou a liard hflarl f — carry ft 
lo [jini, and hcrtnll suflcn ii. Have you a 
blind mtlld?—^le will tnli^bicii ii. Are yua 
opju'C^^'id 'vUha load of guilt T — lie viiW take 
It ofT Are yoif <lcfrkd and poJImcd ?— lie 
wHI wash you in his ovn blood. Have jcm 
hact^iLidden ? — liirn unto iiiej says he, ye 
backsliilin^ eVirlrlren, and I ivlll htnA your 
backilJdJDg^- Come, iheo, Id CLn^l, and 
oblfliii tlifHC infliu'iiCGs of hi? Ep[rii by wliieh 
yousbali he enaMed logruwin p^frLH' siad 
in die kiiowleJpe of your Lord and Savior 
Je:ju? ChTl^l, So sliaH your podi be aa ihc 
"■"'ahinin^ lighEj Ihat shinelLi more and more 
unto ihe p«f«c1 day. 

MY BEtOVj;]> IS 1ISE. 

How (p^eat eri? itie privilegea which reduli 
from an abiJliy to say, Chrisi i'S mine! If 
Cbri^l h yi^uifl, ilien sll ihai he poBsesses is 
yours. His power ia youri, tn defend you; 
lii'q wl^dfun and knowledge are yours, to 
^deyou; bis riglitetmgness is yojR, to jii3- 
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tify you; Ill's spiTit aad grace ace youi'Sj lo 
sanctifv you ^ his heuvcnis youra^ lo rececve 
y»u. He is O'S inurh youi3 as you yrp his, 
end as he reqnlrU'; all that ytm lisve iifbe 
^ven LO liiw, f^ Jie gh-ca aJl ihfti he lia* to 
you. Come in him, tlien, wiLli holy boldness, 
aud lake whal is your own. Remember you 
have elieody received whal h ma^i difficult 
for him ID givE»— his body, his bloDil^ bis life. 
And turely he who has "iveil lliese, will not 
refuse you smaller ble:3sing». You v-iH 
nave: live happily or usefully, ynu will never 
highly tfUJuV or greally adorn religion, uulil 
yDU can feel ihai Christ, and all thai he pos- 
sesses, are yourSj and leain to come and 
taTie dicm as your orni- 

THE niULE ENTIBELY PH.S.tTHiALr 



We may chellenge any man lo poini nut 
a single passage in Ihe Bible, which does 
iioi eiiher iiiacli some duty, or inrul^aie its 

perfonnance, nr shoiv the grounds on which 
it reals, or ci^hibit reasons why we sbouU 
performil. Forinslanccj all Ihe preceptive 
pa/Ls of ScnpLuia prescribe our duty ^ alt 
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the invilfiiions invlle "5 to peTfi>rm il; all 

ihji promisepi and tliraalGiiin^s are inolives 
lo im pi?[fyrmaacc i all ihe cuinions anO a'l- 
momiions warn us ujI lo iieg^ecl il ; ihe liiiS- 
torical parls iufnrm iis ^I'liat have been llie 
cou&eqtioii'iea of neglfffling ajifJ of pciiforin- 
iji^ il; llie propliPlkal partB show us wtiat 
ihe^B eonaequtfiiccs wiU be hptciifEer; and 
lliu dotiriiJEJ parlii show 05 on whal grounds 
tht wholo supprttlruclure of duly, or of prac- 
tical religiojj, nsals. 



Ill die judgmejil of Qo& ihrre is no more 
bcinojs SID Tlian thai of hoarlng-, wiGi un- 
concerOf liia messages of lovis and mptcy- 

Dolh nnt my worrl do ^ooJ to liiin Ih^i 
w&lkrslh uprightly 1 It aiways does. Yet 
Chfiatiaiis oflen gfl oway from hearing tho 
word unaffecled. 

DUTT OV aTUDlI^'li THE flinLE. 

Tlio Scrij-lureB are given to iw as a rich 
miue, ill ^vhich wc may labor, and appro- 
prialc lo oursdvea all diE Ireasures v/^ fiaJ > 
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gnd the more diU^illy^« Iwbor. and ihe 
nirr^ svealdi we obtiiin, so much .he more J3 
the Giver pleased. Aa ^.-e cannni be loo 
careful not K» pry inlo things iecrel, &0 wc 
tannotbeinodilieeniinsearcbinsin"'^^"'^ 
lldne ^^tich God has revoaled. And if 
vre scaidl. b die fl-annpr which he hits pre- 
snLbed, we shall .nak« ell ihc good tlirngs 
coDl^pd in the SrriptuEca our own in a eldl 
hicher acnse. We shall make Uiai God, 
tlial Savior, ihal holiness, ihnl he&v?n,l 
which Ihe Bible reveals, oar o*-n forever, 
our owit lo possess end lo enjoy, lu short, 
every irulh ^^■hich it reveals is oura to en- 
lighien us; every precepl is o.ira to -ineo.t 
us ■ every ndmomtiun is oura to vani ua ; 
every promUe is "ir^ tn enfoura^ aud 
animate ua. For these purposes God has 
given, aud for thcf.e purposes we are lo 
■ receive them. 

PPtlTEfl. 

We may judge of the siaie of ouf hcarig 
by the eameatness of eur prayers. You 
CEmnol make a rich ir-an beg like a poor 
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man ; jun cannot mate a man iIj^i is fall 
cry (ot food like one That ia hiingfj : no 
mora i*l1I a, man wIiq lias a good opioion of 
liimselfj cry for mercy like ojie nho feels 
Ihnl lie ia poor and needy. 



The gvmpiomsorspjriiual decline are llko 

Those wJiiiiJi aiifnd the dsuay of bodily, 
JitiUh. It generally eommences wiih loBs 
of appelUe, aud a disrelish far spirhual Food, 
prayer, reading the Bn^riptures, and devnTloDal 
book^, WhsiisviiT you perceive ilipse symp- 
tom^j be Blarincd, Tor your spiritual health 
ia in riaiig'sr; apply Inimcdiaiely lo Thegreat 
PhyaiciELD far a cure. 



The best meang of keeping near to God 
is Ihe dosol^ Here The faallle ia won or 



If a man begins to be Irapatielil becaiufl 

hi? prayers forauy blesainj; are iio[ answered, 
it is a cerlak proof, that a seif-Hghleous 



depeodeiioe on hiaonu merJis prcvFiils In jjii; 
heart to a great osictit ; for the language of 
iiDpaticnec is, I deserve ihe ble^BLJig ; I had 
a right To eipecl IhaT 'n ivoulrf he be^Towed, 
and [\ ought 10 have been bepitowed ere 
Ihidr It 15 evident that a man vi'lio feels 
that he deservea nothirhg, ivi II never be un- 
palient because he receives nothing^ but 
'will Bay, I have nothing lo eoriipjaiii fif, I 
receive aa much aa T de^erv-e. Again, when 
a man ivonderij or thinks it strange, thai he 
docs uol receive a blessing for ivhich he has 
prayed, it rIiows thai he relies on Mb own 
wcjils. The language of ^iufh feelings ia^ It 
is vctj- siran^B Ihall, »ho have prayed so 
woll, and 3d long, and liad so miirh reasoi^ 
To expect Q blcflsiijg, do not leceive it. 
Persons i%|ir> Jeel truly humble, ota ihe con- 
trary, are snrpriMd, noi ivlien bleasings ere 
withheld, but fthen they are bcsEiiwe<?, It 
appeals very alrauge anil wonderful to theim 
that God should bestow any favors on trea- 
lurag fci iinivorlhy as IhoLitselves, or pay 
any regard To prayers &□ poUuLfid as their 
own. This is Ihe temper to which evtrv 
II 




Ifi2 



FVaiSE. 



THE T-OnD's SUI'l-Ell. 



1G3 



[K'Taoii must be brought before God will 
uutwer his prayers. 

PB\I3K. 

Ho one upeds to be loM, that iln? suresr 
melho<l lo obtain new favora from an evirlhly 
bniiefactor, is 1^ l>c ihauliful ibr tbose whicb 
iio has already besioweJ. It ia "li*^ same 
wi(h regpeot to our hoaTenly Bfinefaoior. 
Traise and Ihanks^iving ari! even more 
prevakcntlhan sacrifices ot prEiycH. I have 
soniewliere mel wiib sn aceounr of o Chris- 
tian^ wbo was shi[iwrcckei! apon a dusolale 
Island, Mhilt all Ws companioiis perished in 
ihe waves, la ihfs fiiWaUon, he npcnl mfltiy 
days in fesUng and prayer, ihal <Jod would 
opoij a wey for Ms deliverance^ but his 
prayers rccraved no ausuTsr. At Icnsth, 
mu^iii^ on llie goodness of God, in pieiicrv- 
liig him fiom Ihi? dangers of Ihe spa, he re- 
solved to spfind a day in lli-iuksglving- and 
praifiOj for Ihls and olbcr favors. Before (lio 
cnnclusiou of Ihe day, a vessel arrived, and 
resWtred him 3n safely to bia fonnlry and 
frienda. Anolher instance, equally in point. 



we find in ihe Lialory of Solomon. At tha 
dedication of Jhc tompk'j many piayers 
were made, end mfijiy saciificcs oli'ered, 
wiiJiout any token of the divine acceplflncc. 
But^hHn i:m^rs and players nn itisimments 
begau as one to make one sound lo be heard, 
in prwyng: ^l^d thanking ihc Lord^ j^ayingj 
For he is goodj for his increy endiireth 
forever i then ihe glory of tlie Lord de- 
'scended and Jilled ilic temple. The rea- 
son why praise end ihanlL&giving are thus 
prevalent wjlh God, is, that Ihoy, above all 
oLher duties, glorify Him. Who&o ufFereth 
praise, says he, gloiiJiell] me; and tho^e who 
thus honoE' hijii, he will honor. 

THE j,on.»'s iUPPEir 

At the communion tablo u'c arc in fact 
a,iscnab|fid lo attend our Savior's funeral, 

lo look at -his deed body, as we look aT Jho 
eountenaneo of a deceased friend before Ihe 
cofiin is dosed. And if every wron^, every 

wotldly le&ling should die away, while we 
are conli?mpliiling ihe corpse of a friend, 
How rnuch moro ou^bl ihis to be Ihe case, 
when this friend is Christ [ I Ihink it ni&y be 
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protiLable somclimeg tu thotonrspb-eB up, in 

jmagiiiaiitm, in oui'Saviar'ii inmb, ami feel 
afl if he v.erc lliefe l.nried wilh as. 



At the tabic of oui Lnrd, each of ug sliould 
tecollecr Che personal Tavor^ and marks of 
kindness J which hehe^ hi in^olf received from 
Christ, or (hroiigh his rnedlalioii. Our lem- 
porrLl mercieg, our apicitaal ])rivikge5 should 
oil pass 111 review. We slnuld look back 
IQ Ihe iievor lo hfi Toi^oUfii lime of love, 
when \ia fomi'l us puor, miserable, ivretched, 
bijfsd and uakt J ^ doad in Uc*ipasses and 
sini, having no hope, and -wUhoiit God in 
tins world. Wb should romember how he 
pilipd us, awakened ii^, qQiivmcPd us of sin, 
riLid drew u^ to himself by Ihe cords of Icve. 
Wefll^oulJ reiiifinibcrlioiv often he hni^ince 
healed our backslidiii^s, pard<nicd rmf fin?, 
borne isith our niibelief, iiigraliindc, and 
slowness to leariii supplied our wanlSj 
lisleued to our complaints, alleviated our 
sorrows, and revived dot drooping spirits 
when we we/c feurdy lo faint. In shoTi, ive 
TQusl rRiiieiisher e''. sje wi.y by whicli he hss 
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led us, ihf^c majij jearsj thMiu^Ji a wllder- 
nesfl of sins, Sorro^vSj liials iind lemplationa. 
TJiLis we ^liall be eoni'inccd ihal no sickly 
inlUnl ever cobt lU moEher a ihousumJlh 
pari of ihc care, and lubor, and sullcrlng;, 
whicJi ^'c haVP cost ourSfivioc^ iind ih&t no 
pioiiier Jias ever ^hown her infaiil- a lliou- 
sandlh pail of llie v^'alehriil leudeniefis, 
which Dur Savior has ^hown lo us. 



Wa^ Chrisi a man of sorrows, and ac- 
quainted with gnef ? TJien, ChriatianSj we 
need nol be surprised ot ofTendcd, Ifn'C sua 
oflen cdled to drink of lie cup of bortow-s; 
if we £nd (his world a vale of Lears. TJiis 
is one "f the ways in which i^e mnsT be con- 
formed to our glorious Head. Indeed, his 
e;<aniple Jing yanetilind grief, and almojl 
rendered it pleasant lo mourn. Oife would 
ihink ifiai ChrislJan^ cnuld scarcely wish (o 
go rejoicing" lhroug;h a world, wliich ifieir 
Masier passed ibroug-li moiir^jin^. The 
paths in which we follow him are bedewed 
vi!h liJs leers, and siained wifii his Mood. 
It i^ ii\>&, that from Ihe ground thus watered 



^'r*^ and fcnilized, many r[ch ftnwera ami r.uits 

of paiadise spring up lo refresh "5, in ivLich 
v'G jnay, aiiJ oughl lo rejoifl':. Bnt stll! our 
joy fihfluld lie snAcned and saiiclifled by 
godly Borrow, Wii'm wc. are patTaJiing: of 
Oio renKlwliit.liJufi lovR h&a spread for ^% 
wo nUiJulil never forget how deaily it was 
|iurcl]Bacd> 

"'I'hfre'i HI* a 51H bin hrni'l l*af owa 
Em cwt bit Wnrl 4 jni3D." 

T3ie joy, (he lienor, Ihs glory, through Rler- 
liky, Jih^ll be oura; but ihe sorrows, Ihe 
6iilTctTiigSj Ihe agunjes which puFebn^ed Ll, 
were all hk owe. 

JtltATlVE DUTJTIB OF CHRISTliHS- 

Since all Clirisllans are menibeTS of ihe 

Hiinnj body, tbej oogbi. not to envy each 
other. Whol could be more wljsucd ihna 
for tliR eye le envy The deiclerity i>f liie 
liand, or ihe fret to envy ihe penpiciiily of 
ibf eve which directed Iheir moliond^ ajid 
, prevented Ihem from riuining inlo danger* 
Still more absurd ia il, if possible, for one 



Clitisdau ir> tnvy the gifrs, of graces, or 
naefuliicsa of HUoiher, sbce Ihe whole hody, 
and he aniongat Ihe fesi, enjoys the benefit 
of tliem. The faci is, whenever God be- 
siows a fivor on aiiy Chri&tian, he dooa, m 
GlTeei, confer a favor oil ell ; ju^' as wheil a 
man he&U, or clolhes one pari of ll]fi body, 
h« confers a benefit on ihe whole- Re- 
joice, and bless God, Ihcn, Chi^sdans, when 
he honors or favori^ any fellow ChrisUan, 
for it is aii act of kindness donu lo you, end 
will promQle your praaeni and denial fe- 



No Chrislian should be dissalifified wiih 
bis lot if poor and despised, or indulge pride 
if honored and prospered. Every one Ls in 

Ihal place whieli infinite ivi^dom sees beet 
for him^ and Ihe mnsi highly favored Chris- 
tians are, in rnany re^pwls, dependent ou 
i)ie loweal. The eye cajiiiol say 10 the 
hand, I have no need of lliee, nor Ih*? hand 
lo tbft feel, 1 have no jieed of yen. If The 
whole body were aJi eye, where were the 
hearing 1 fmd if the whole body were hear- 
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TtELATlVE inTIEft- 



ingj ^vhero ivere Ihe smelling T Riil. now 
Gin! liilb set Urn nipmbers in the bo-lj, 
every tmc ag it hath pIcaBcd hiin, and it ia 

iliR same in l]ic great body of Christ. 



ll 13 infruinbeQl on cvciy Christian to 
as<rer[iyu for whal he is qiialillcd, and what 
BBrvice he 15 C&Ucd lo perform, tff ihc bocCy 
of wliich he IS a niemh^r. You can oii^Hy 
conccivo "'hai would be the c^ouseq^en^:eJ m 
ibe humnii body, should the R^et eUtinpi lo 
pRrforiD llioivork of the Lands j or the hEmds, 
Ihe offipc oflho oj^. Almost e<|ua]ly per- 
nicious an<l fiilieuloaa fUG Ihc consequenceg 
Mcasioneiil by ihff self-ignorenco, vanity, or 
false modesty of Tiiony Christians. They 
CLiiicr do iiiji loinvh' iheir pW^j "rif ihey Ho, 
will ool perform ihc duties of it. Hciiec 
some mill actcmpt lo jujrfnrm the duly of 
social prayer, or. of eshorlatim, ot of ex- 
pinind[ii^ Ihe Scriptures, whom God never 
de4?ne<l, flud therefore never (Qualified fnf 
ihal work, and wlm, of course, caiinol per- 
forin it in nn edifying, pccc[>cable mnnner s 
while others, whom be haa Ihui:? qualified, 
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for some r.iuse or other, decline attempt- 
ing U. Hence il is iiio uflen ihc case, thai 
a church of Christ, instesul of Hsiembling ^ 
well-orgoniKcd body in which the teveral 
members kaow and keep iheir place, and 
perform lis duties, resembles a disordcriy 
family, in i%ljicli "o one knows his employ- 
mciiL, and, ol conrte, ihcre is nothing bul 
confiijiiDJi ajid complajnl- 

I.DVtt oyC ANOTU^a, 



There are some christians wham it is noi 
very eaay lo lovy^ on account of snnie disa- 
greeable peculiariliei: (Lbuut ihemj but me 
shall love iheui hereafter, es we fove our 
own 50uls, and they will love us, In a similar 
manner. Besides, our Savior loves ihcni, 
iioimii[i'3tandin^ alt these imperfections; and 
oughl nol our EilTeeiions lo folloft' bis 7 Tf 
he were now >iably on cEirib, and we were 
permiucd lo aland ty his side, if me aftw 
him bend a leiik of love OD any individual, 
wDuld not our ehe<'iious immediately flow 
wil lomard? that person, howe vet disagreea- 
ble or imperfect be fliight be ^ Such a look 
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BEIOEVOLESCE^ 



our Savior doea bend on lie moil unlovely 
of lii? di&fiijlloSd Lei na, then, love them all, 
far bU snke, 

TJNIVILK9AL LAW OF EEFEVULtfiqe. 

'■^Not for ourselves, bul olLiei^ " — \s (he 
griind la"-' nfiiaiLirc, insfiritied by ihc hand 
ofOoil nu every parr of ercadau- Nol fi^ir 
jlseir, bi^t olhera, does ihe 9ua dlspea&i? il^ 
tfeatna i nol for themselves, but oLlicrs, do 
ilie clouds diatil ihcir sliowcrs; Lor for Lcr- 
sclfi but ollierSj does the ecirLh unlock boF 
iretL^urtis^ iioi for Hieiasclvcs, bul others, (To 
(lie treea pnxluce Ihcir fmils^ of ihe flowers 
dciTiiso (heir fragrance and displny their 
various ]nii?3. Sci,iiutfoTbim^BJf. bucoihcrs, 
are Eho blessings of Heaven beslowad ou 
man ^ and wheuevcr, instead of diflusing 
iheiTi around, lio devotes iJiem eaclu^ivcly lo 
bis own ^lahdcalion, 3nd shuts himself iip in 
[|>J2 dark and flinty taverns of eclrSshne^R, ho 
Irfmsgresses (he greal low of Crealioo — he 
cuts him&cif off from (he frealed universe, 
and ltd Author— he sitcrife^siously converls 
(o his own u^e the favora whiob were given 




BENITIVOLENCE. 
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him fortlie rtlief of olhers, and muEl be con- 
sidered, not only as iui unproliiable- but <ia a 
fraudulent servani^ wlio lias worse Ltian 
vasletl his Lord's money. He, who ihiis 
Jives only to Ijiiiiself, ajid consumes llifi 
bBiuity iif Heaven upon liis luata, or conse- 
cistea it to ihertemnnofavaricQjisabaircfl 
rock tna fcrdleplEiin 3 he i^ a (horny bramble 
iu a rmjlful "vmcyanE ; he i£ the grave of 
God'a blessings 1 he is (he very Arr>bia De- 
scriaoniie moral woild. And if ho is liF^li- 
ly e:fa]ted in wealih or power, lie standi, 
inaccessible and strong, like an insulated 
(mverii)^ clilT, ■^vhich eKhib[(s only gpoLd and 
cheedess prospect, inlerccpid iho genial 
beams of (he sun, chills Uic vales belo^v' i^iih 
its gloomy sb^e, edtis Ireih kpenness to Ihe 
free^inp blasl, and lempla down (he ligh(- 
nbgs of angry heavRii- How different this 
ftom die gcndy-risin^ hill, clothed to ila 
summit svflh fruits and f|owi?rs, vvhinL 
atEiac(s and reccivea the dews of heaven, 
and retiiining only sufficient (o supply its 
nmiicrous oSspriiig, sends (he remainder in 
a (hoiiseud streams 10 bless the vales which 
lie alil£ feed 




DITTIES TO THE HEATHIlV. 

It is a fatt that vi^roui! and persevering 
Cietiiojiq 111 favor of religion abroad^ iinHi- 
rally cKcilCj ajiil oco inseparably conneclad 
wIUl &imi]9f nnd succcbsful cscriiDU? at 
home. Wiciieii ihe csumplc of Gieat Brit- 
ten, Wliile she was leaphing tiio full cup 
ofJilcanii siiLvalioD to olhcr couiiiries, Ihe 
drops whieh fell from Lt refreshed atnl ler- 
tiilied ijcr own. Wilnp^s ihe present reli- 
gious sitLialion of our own counlrj. PJever, 
in Iho samo space of lime, -was ^o miich <lone 
forils amelLoralien 3 iiovcr were Ihe Scrip- 
lures so generally dlflbsecl among ua ; never 
were our domeatic missions in so prosperous 
a slate ] never were their ende&vors crowned 
with so much success, ag sinee we begsu lo 
send Bihles g^iid mi^^iionaiies to ihe hcaihen, 
God has been pouring 0"t spiritual blessings 
upon our ehurches, our lown^, our villiigc^ 
mid our schools; Bikd ihus, fur every mia- 
^ioiirtry Aviioiii we have ient abroud, he lias 
given us ten to labor at homer If wc wiih 
Lo ohiaiii greater blessings of a similar kind, 
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wemusl sect Ihem in & similar way. If 
viec and infidelity are 1o be finally con- 
quered, and Ijaiiisbfid from out CDUiiIrj, ihe 
bailie must be foughi, and the viclory won, 
on the plaius of Indisr 



True charily receives her inelmclion^, as 
well as her eiisicnce, from faiih in God's 
word ;iuid when faith puinis to human beings 
in danger, ehrirjlj, wiliioul delaying to pro- 
pose questions, haslens lo iheir wlieF. 



Onr bouses are built, our vineyards nre 
planled, around ibe base of a volcanu- 
They raov be Fair and flojrisbing to-day — 
lo-morrow, auhes m^y be all lliat remains. 
Open your liaiids wide, ilienj w3iile lljcy 
eontai^i any blessings To bestow ^ for of thai 
whicii you give, you can never be deprived, 

RTF- fllAT VK A POUND fS THIS GRACE 
AI.SO- 

UnlesB we Glrenunuslj aim al universal 
holiness, we can have no salislaclory evi- 
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ItT.I IfilOCrs Cl>n£ISTtNCV. 



rlfintCj th^l wft ate ihc servants of ChiisL 
A serviuU oi Christ is one w^l^ nbflys Christ 
as Ins iiiasli^r; and makes CLrist'a fevealed 
word the ruk Of Ilia 0<i"i:lacL. IV'q man, then j 
cat! )ifiyQ any evidence ihat he h a scivani 
of Christ enj rurllicr tlian he obeys Ihe will 
of Chrial. And uo mjin ran iiEivo any pvi- 
(leiico ihai lie 'ihcj's Llie will of Chri:^i iji iijie 
particutar, uiikag ho sincerely aud sirenu- 
ouplyaiinto obey in eyery panic ultu— for 
ihi? will of CJiriet is one. 



In conacqiitnce <if Uifir iialural con^Utu- 
tion, of ihc cirr.uinsiaiices in which ihey Eire 
platted, or of the absence of tcni|ilation, 
moal Chfiyllaiiq find il comparatively easy 
V, avoid gome alus, to hv Ciemplaiy in (he 
peribniiiiiee of some du|ie5,and Id cultivate 
soina bi'anches of the Chri&Uaji lompcr with 
snccesg. QiiS tn^a, -for iifstanw, enjoys 
much leisure ajirl has a I3filc for study: 
benee Ihc iicquisidon of religious knovledg* 
heranies easy to him. AiioUjfir is blessed 
with a mild and amiable disposilioUj Eifld of 
vuiir^e can ^^^late iu^ i«mper without muck 
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difficulty. A third is consiitulioniilly lihcial, 
and can therefore cotilriijuifi readily lo reli- 
gious and charitable obJBCiS- A fourth ia 
quiQi aikd Ttititing;, and is for this FeasoLi liiile 
templed lo priJe, inithiticm^ or discontent. 
A fifth is naluralfy hold and ardeTti. Of 
course hs cau easily overcome indolence 
and the fear of man- In a xvord, the^e are 
vEry fewChrisliaos, who, for these ajid oihci' 
similar -reasunA^ dn noi in some respects 
excel' But die evil is lhat they are iiroTie, 
(hough perhqis wUhoot bciiig .icnsihTe of it, 
to attach an iiudue importance to that graeo 
ot diiij ill which they Picel, to iDake tlie 
-whole of religion consist in it, jmd lo neg- 
lect oLhEjr things of eqaal importancej the 
performaijce of wljicli ihcy would find more 
difficult. Nay, moie^ Ihcy Eccrcily regard 
&e eminence which they have attained in 
some respects, as an excuse for great defi- 
ciencies ill others i and endeavor lo atone 
for a neglect of self-denying dntioR, by a.T- 
tending with peculiar ^eal to thoae duties 
which are more essy- 

One mauj for rnslance, h lukewarm In Ijis 
afTeciiou?, formal iu bis devoUoo^, and mates 
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1l(l]c propTCSi^ ill subduing hig sinfiii propea- 
sjiie^r UuL lie eomforlg hijnadf wiiti itie 
hope Ihal hia knowltrfge of religinua trulh is 
increasiDg'. AnoOier, who neglects to tmprDvc 
D]>pQruuiilie5 for acqniriug raljgitms kaDw]- 
edge, derives conBelaElui). from llie wwmih of 
hh -zeal, and ihe livelioea? of hia al1i;i:(ieD?. 
Oni? person is by no iriftana dinpu^ed lo lon- 
ttibaifi liberally forihe premotien of Chrisl'a 
Cduae end Ihe relief of Ihe poor; but he 
hopes Id alone for his deflciciiizy in this re- 
spafii. by ihc frequency bqJ feivency of his 
prayer:^. Another nejjlects pra^er^ irieUiici- 
ilon and coiitinunion with God, i»itl he quLels 
himself by pleEiding the preaauro of ivorldly 
business, and by liberal ceiiirilmiiinifi fer 
religiou? ttad churiiable purpoaes. Thus, as 
there are few Chiiatrans who do not pxpel 
ill soniG rftspefiis, (here fire few vAio ere not, 
in some res peels, eieeedingly deQeieni, 
Small indeed h the number "f iliDse who 
sedulously slrive lo alEmtl perfecf and com- 
plete in oU Ihe will of God. 



nELHiinua consistency. 
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Neihing is mare common than lo meet 
with Christians who in uiDoy respects Eire 



emmcntJyand esempljjrily pfoi,a, hiH who, 
by some sinful imprudence or defecl, render 
their eh ataclers vulnerable, destiey all Uk 
good efleeta of their osflmpfc, and dia- 
hoDor m&iend of edomiDg' religion. Thcv 
resemble abeanliful and u-eJI-proporlioned 
body, which has been disfigured by « wound, 
m which hifs lost a fimb, or some memlier of 
which fs drsproportionably latgB. While in 
some respects Ihey &re gionis, ^n others Uiej 
are mere dwarfs, ^;ence not ooly Iheir jop- 
Hiaiinn, but their influence, fbeir qomforl, 
their uacfiflness yre imp^red, ajid they 
adorn religion less than many ethers ^b<t 
are in many respects greatly tfieir inferiors, 
bnt who arc more uniforifl aad conaial«nl in 
thftr conduct. 

Christ conimands qs, whether we enl or 
drink, or whatever we do, to do all ie the 
gloO^ofGed. Perhaps some willa^lr, How 
i^ this possible 7 We cannot be always 
thinking of God ; we must attend to our 
business, provide for our own wants and 
those of our families. Tme^^ul look al a 
man about lo .■icnd a ship lo a foreign port 
IS 



. 



■ 
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A^ he jjurthjws his carg^j, and makpa ihe 

lequi^itft prepamljoiia, he considers whal &r- 
[Iflea ere inosi suilililc for Iht nisiTkci ; what 
provi&iQiis mo&t necBSsary for Vhe voyage^ 
how Ihe ship ia in be rigged and inauued -, 
in iiljorl, all hifl plana art laid willi feffireni^G 
10 ibo end of (lie voyage. So ihe Chriatiao, 
though not dwa.y:iihinkirigofhe!iven,&linuld 
lake cam that all liii busintis and all hi? 
pleasures may forward his jonmey ihUhe^r, 
and promoie his greai objcri of preparalion 
forihat abode of hle&stidnc&s. 

fiHKlST CLOPIFIEP I^ HIS f HtlRCH- 

When we look at tlie sun, Wfi only per- 
CPive That it is a bright end glorious lumina- 
ry. But when we behold iheeiirLh in spring, 
in Slimmer or auriimn, clothed with ln'iuilafli 
vegetation^ aileTUcd will) flowers, and enli- 
vened by myriads of spoilivfij liappy beings } 
when we compare (his stale of ihings with 
lie rigors, ihe frosl, the hmrenness of winicr, 
recollect thai the sun jb, instrumcntelly, the 
cause of lliia mighly diflecenee, and reflect 
how gSooniy and deioJalc oar woild would 



be, if wholly dcptjvcd of iiy beams ^ we 
ha\"P far more oleyi and enlarged coneeplions 
of Ihc value ^d excellence of Ihis luminary. 
The Kun is Ihen, if T nifty so Cicpreas it, glo- 
rified in Uie earili, and adinfred ;n all ihe 
productions a"d beneficial eCTeds whieli ra- 
snli from hia inflaene?. In a aimlJar manner 
will Christ, the Sun of righleoustiesa, be g-Jo- 
rified and admired in his people. Ti wHl 
Ihcn be i^lefltly seen Ijou' much Efiercy wag 
neeessary lo pardon their sii]^, how much 
grace was required lo nanctify, preserve 
and glorify ihcm ; l)ow much wisdom, gcod- 
nesa ond power ivere di?.play?d in devisin^^ 
and evecuiiiig the wondmus plan of their 
redemplion- They ivill not, therefore^ bo 
admired, but Christ will be seen and admired 
in ihem. The a^embled ujiiverse will be 
ready to ejfclinm, wiili ojie voice, How infi- 
nitely pou-erful, wi'fi, and good mnat he be, 
who oould Iraiisrorm sinful, guiUy worm? of 
Ihe dust, inio beings so perlecUy glorioia 
and lovely ! 



Wh&t God calls a mats lo do, he ivjil carry 
hi in through. Iwuuld underinke 1o govern 

hiUf it dozed wnrlnJa, if God calk-d mc torto 
ii; buE J would nnl midetl^ke 1o govern half 
3 doiirn sheep unlead God called JJie to it. 



To a person wlio bad been thiatraied In 
tieuevolent design— "I congratulalr: you, 
and aQticinaie your evcnlual suceca?. I do 
not fccollccl ever 1o have aiicceeded in any 
iliin^ oHmporlanne, iJi v^'hich I did not meet 
with aunie rebuff, at ihe comraencenienl." 



Suppose you were lo pass over & pit 
which had no botloin ; wjiild you endeavor 

*o fiU it up, or bridge it ovei ? 




ISO lyKECTlOWS TO CTTRIBTIAHS 



MI3CELLASEQU& DIBE(5TIOS3 TO 

CHPrlSTlA^S. 

God ciommands all men lo ropeni. 
Oiirlfltiang have eneifi^ lo rttpcnt of daily -, 
rtiid if th'iy are no! m a ponltcnl frame, ihey 
[Ualily iinpcnilejjr Einners. 

Lei your great Physic;iftii lieal you in hi* 
own "ay. Only follow his direcHnns and 
take Ihe medicine which he prescribeaj end 
then quietly leave the lo^isltivith him. 



DIBECTIDNS TO CURIiTlANS. JHl 



COVETOUS SFIEIT. 



Anticipated fiofrows are harder lo bnar 
than real ones, becauRG Chri^L does not siq)- 
port us under diein. In every sloLigh we 
may lice ihe foolbleps of Chiisi's Bock who 
have gonp before us, 

Chfislian friends, when separated from 
e&ch oiher's society, may derive comfort 

from Ihe rEfleclion thai God is oble tocxiend 
e liauil \o iwo ol his childriiq at Ihe same 
timtij however ceiiiOle may be tlielr places of 
hahimtjon. 

Every thing w-e do or say should be iin- 
Tnediately irlod by a little cdotI wiihLn our 
ouTi breasts. Ouc motives should be exam- 
ined, an J a decision made ou the spot. 

Our best rule rs, to give God the game 
nlace in our licarls, that he hoMa in ibe nui- 



13S blUEtTIOBS TO CHRISTIANS. 



veiMr We inusi. i'na][4> liiin all in all, Wc 
.sboulJ uul aa if lliure wtrtt no (nh<;r hciijgs 

^ ihe univefse buL Gtnl Eind ouiselvEs. 



As Uie eye wbicli h^s gazed ai ilie sun, 
cflliiiot imiuedialelj tUicern anj oilier ob- 
jeuT J a^ iKe man "wlio has hci-n accMstomcd 
to b^liolJ iliy {»cvau, luni!; wiili [^^>[^^empl 
flora B slagiidUl pooJ^ so tlie miD<l wJilch h&fl 
contciaplaled elemily, overlooks and de- 
spises the Uiinga o( time. 



If aE any lijnc you have enlargeioeni iu 
piajer »nd ero favored mih access To the 
throne of ^race, do not gg away satisfied 
and seff-coniplaecnt. Pride Bays, " I have 
■iunH Very well now^ God will acc^ipl ihis." 
You perhaps discover that ikis ia die sug- 
gesiLOLi of pride; ii Ihea lakes a new luri^. 
Another wnuld rjot have discovered ir fo be 
pride; I raiisr be very humble to see il thus. 
Tlias [f you continue Ihe search, you villlirid 
pride, like ihs diffcrem eoais of an onion, 
lurking one beneath aiioil^ei lo llie very 
centre. 




TO IHIHISTKR3, 
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Praise Christ for every thin^. He 'a, llie 
foufldalion of cver3' good itiouglit, desire and 
Section, It should be our aim ici dram all 
vjo can from him by prayer, and lelurii him 
all vp^ can by pr^se. 

O ERATtl ! WHtltE IS TffV SXISG T 

The power of dcalh, the JasI eneray, is 
destroyed, a^ it respects all ^vho be[levc in 
Christ. Instead of bebig Uie jailer of hell 
Hiid the grave, lie is now, m it re'pecis 
Chrisl's people, ihe porler ol' paradise. All 
he can now do is <o cause ibem lo sleep in 
Jesua, leleasn their immorlfd spirits from Ibe 
fetors which bind iheni to carJh, and depnsil 
their meary bodies in Uie invnb, as a place 
of resi, till Clmsl cumes at the Last djiy, to 
raise thern incorruptible, glorious, and im- 
morial; and leumie them lo iheir souls jn a 
Blate of perfect, never-ending felicity. 



TO T1flE MINISTERS Of CHG,IBT, 

Every benevolent peison is gialilied by 
being made llic bearer of pieasiog iolelL- 
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g^Dce. The messenger, who is dommiB- 
sitmeil ill Open ihe prison doors of an In^ol- 
veii! deblor, or ^ardrntOLi ciimiusd, and 
re&iom bim io Ibe embracea of hta fainiJy ^ 
the officer, vrLols seiiE by Ills coiiiiihainler in 
chfef Hi entry lionie lidiii^s of an JmpoiTanl 
vicforjj anclslill moreUji! a^ljassadorj who 
ig cTiT'pvijjEod ii> jimcldim pardon aoid peace, 
in hh HovereJ°Tj's name, to coiiquerod rebef a j 
duuka himself, and is lIioughL by olhors, to 
liave received do oomuion favor^ Siiould 
Godpul into your liaudB Ihc wotder-morkiflg 
rod of Moses i slkould he cuxiimis'siou and 
enable yoii io work oiiractes of bcneCecuce, 
to enrich die ponr, to coinforl (ije miserable, 
to restore sight to Ihc blind, hearing to ihe 
deaf, henlth lo ihe diseased, oad life Jo Hic 
deail ^ yuif would esJQejn il a favor and 
honor, iueomparably [jrealer tlian earlhfy 
niODarchj can bestow. Uiii la cojnni tiling 
ihe gospel to yoar tare, Go*! Ijaa conferred 
on Vim liiirtorR iijid favors, compared wllh 
v.hich, even the poiyer of working inir&cltfS 
J3 n trifle. He hM put inJo your hand9 difl 
cross of Ghristj an iii^iriimcnl of ihr giealer 
efficacy ilian ihe rod of Moses- Ho has 
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fifinl yoj !o profilaini llie it>j>s( jovful Litlings 
that heaveu can desire, or ihat eanh can 
hear, lie has scnl you lo preach 'feliver- 
aiicc in capiivea, ^e re<^ovcrj of sighl lo 
the blind, the brihn nf Gilead and ihe greal 
Phyaiciaii lo the spirilually ^sounded and 
diseased, salva(ioii lo Tie self-desdoyed, 
and cvctlasting lift lolhe dead. Ins word, 
]ie couinii'»sions and enabte.r ihent lo work 
uuraclcs, not upou i}ie bodlea, bul upon Ihe 
aouls of men ^ iiiiractes nolmerely of poi^er, 
but of grace aad mercy ; miracles, lo perform 
which, an ajigel would think himself Itighly 
honored, in being sent doMn from heaven i 
mirnclpq from llie performance of ivhich if 
IB dJDieulL le say whether gre&ler glory re- 
dounds to God, or grealer happincas lo man. 
Well ihen may every minister of Chrisl ex- 
niaim willi Faul, I ihank my God for tlial 
Jie counted me faithful, pulling me inio ihe 
mmisiry. 

ThuEigh, in comuiilling the gospel to iheir 
IrUsI, Cod haa conferred on miniistcTa ihe 

UrcaiQSl honor and favor whii^h can be given 
U) iiiortalsj yet, like all oiher favors, il brings 
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HEAVEN-. 



■wilh il a greal .im^tciiPC ol' reipoDsibllily, 
Remcmbnr iJjsi i)ib more Lijjhly niiy one is 
cx^iUed. ID liiij rEjpeetj llic more (lifficuli it 
bBComea 10 sJantlj iind ihe more niang^roua 
11 is in foil. He who f&Hs from a jiijpil sel- 
dom slops shori of the lowesl abyss inheU, 

HAPPINESS OF HEAVEN. 



Oaly !o be penniUed lo coHtemplale such 

al'fLiig na Jehovah, ro see goodness, holL- 
Ecs^j ju&lice, mercy, loo^-siiffuring and 
sovereignly pcrflojillied end condfliiged ; lo 
iwe irhem united wflb elemity, jnrinile power, 
unernng wisdom, omnipresenfe and all 
j^ufRcieDcy^ to m« ail ihese natural and 
(noral perfecliona bdissoliibly milled snd 
blended in smeet harmony id a pure, spirii- 
ual beings and ihal bcln^ placed on Ihe 
thrnne of ihe uqiversfi | — I iay to src ihis 
^ould be happiness -enough to fill Jlie mind 
of any crealiire m cxislaticer But in ad- 
dilion lo Ihis, to have ilug ineffable bijirig; for 
our God, our portion, our all ; lo fie permil- 
tod losBy/i'his God iwoiir God forever aad 
ever^ lo have liis tesplendent douLilenauce 



HEAVEy. 
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sraiJu ypoQ lis I lobe enciicled inhiseverlasl- 
in^ arnii of power, and fEiiilifubics^, and love -, 
lofiearhi* voice saying loua,! am yours, and 
you are mine ; uothjrig &!je>1I ever pluck you 
from my bands, or Separate you frojii my 
love, but yuu fiball be vvtlh me -wbere I am, 
behold my glory, end live to mign wilh me 
forever aud ever; Ibis is loo much ^ It ia 
bonor, it is g-lorv, it i^ bappiuess loo over- 
wholmin^, loo IranspoFlitig fur morial minds 
to conceive^ or for morlal frames lo siupporl; 
and it is perhaps well for us that here we 
know but in pari, and ibai it duih nut yel ap- 
pear Unliol ivc shall be. O then, in all cjr- 
cumalnitceH, under all inward and outward 
aniicLiom, let God's Israel iKJoico In ihoir 
Crcalor, lei the cblldren of Zion be joyful in 

IhoJrKing. , 

■ I 

You have, donblless, olteh observed that 
when your minds have been inicady and 

plensJngly oiscupied, yoii have become al- 
most unconaeioiis of Ibe fllgbt of lime ; 
mlnuiM and hours have Hown away, wiib, 
"|)paienlly^ iiiimuaL swiftness, ami the Sfit- 
li»fj or fising 5Uu has surprised yoii, long 



isa 



before you o^tpcdeii its appm&ch. But Ijl 

heEivuaj Uie ^ainla ^'iJl be euLircSy iosi sad 
aivjjlowed up jii God ; atid iJieir inijids ivjIJ 
he ^0 complelely iiltiarbed in Ihe conltmpk' 
lioinJf Ills ineflable, iiifioile, uncreated glo- 
rrcB, ihji iliey wi|] be ■■"isllj' iim^uuaciou^ 
huw liiiiCj or, rnlhi^r, bow eleruilj passes; 
and not. unly yeara, bjl jnilUou^ of ages, 
such aa wo oalJ age^j will be flown ero tijey 
are aware. Thus, ^ ilionsi^rLit ycara wiD 
seem lo ihom biu aa i>ue day, and yet go 
grea(, iD ec^laL[e wjll bo Jljeir happuiess, 
thai OTi<^ diiy will be as a ihoLLiaiid ycfira. 
And as there will be noUiiiig io interiupt 
thcoi, jiQ bodily woiilg ro call off Iheir atlen- 
litui, no we-arlne^a to compel tlicni to ros(, 
BD vicissitude iif seasuM or ufduy and night 
lo di'jiiirb tbcir conleinpliitLons ^ it ig nrnre 
ihan possible ibuE innumerable a^es maj 
pjjpq avi-ay, befoie Ihty think of asking how 
long- ihey have been in heaven^ of even be- 
fore iliey are twaeciuug thai a single lieu* 
haselajised. 

Huw often, Chrislinns, have your hearts 
been made lo biini wiih love, and g;raJ- 






iiude, iuid ad»iira(ion, and joy^ while ChiisI 
hoR opi^upd to yoj Ihe Scriptures^ nnd 
C3ii5cd joy 10 know a liule of ili^t love 
whicii passelli knowledge I How often haa 
one irani^Lertt gliinpse of the light of God'a 
OQunlGlianco turned your Ijighl hito day, 
baiiislie<l >'"i]r soirow's, supported you under 
heavy aiflictions, and taii&ed yoQ lo Te;ioice 
with joy unspeakable and full ef^lory I Oh, 
tlieii, wha( must il bii to egoape lljrever from 
error, and ignorancej and darkne^?. and ^m, 
into ilic region of blight, uuelnuded, eleroaJ 
day^ loseeyouf God and licdcciner, fice 
10 liLcc 1 eynticually to coiilemplalo, with ini- 
inorlol ^iren^th, glories so dazzliugly brighl, 
Ihat one momenl's view of them would 
now, IJtie a siream of lightning, turn your 
frail bodies inio dusl; in see ihe demal 
«o!,inie of "lie divine pounsela^ llie mighty 
map of the divhie iniail, unfolded lo your 
eager, piercing gaze ; (o ejfplore the heights 
and deplhi, ibe IcngiliB and breadlhi of the 
Redeemer's love, and still lo see new won- 
ders, glories and beaulics pouring npoD 
yodr minds, In coa'iiant, endless succession, 
calling forth new soijga of piaiae f— songs in 




ithicli you will anile, iioi, as nowj w[ili mor- 
ini coinpauioi]£ ami 'mwlal voii?ea^ but wiUi 
the innumerable Lhoir of jjngrli, wiih ihe 
couiitlBS^ -myriads of Jhe redcemyil, all 
BlioiLlmg wjlli ii vnii^e like tlie voleo of ra^inj' 
waiers, Alleluia, for Ibe Lord God oinnip- 
oieBl f eigneUi I 

Thfi fuUpwiog- aiiizedoieg are cifiracted 
from the E-eflgioii? Magaziner 

One day, he wenl to vi?[t a moQter, who 
was drseonsolflle from Ihe lo^? of a child. 
He Said to het as folJows: — 

" Suppose, Qowj some one wa^ rnFikui^ a 
bo&mirnl crown for yon to u'enrj and yon 
knew it ■wag for you, and th^t you ■wore ro 
rMftivc ji and wtsaritsa soon a.q it shoidd 
be donOr I>Jow, if the maker of il were Jo 
roms, Slid, in order lo malie ihe crown more 
beauiifi]] and splendid, were to Ijifie some of 
yow jevjsls, lo put into il,— should you be 
fiorrowfuJ and unhappy, betsuise tlicy ^\ere 
taken nwiiy for a little while, when you 
kiir>w ihey were ^onc lo make up your 
croivD ?" 

The jnotlier saidj Ihal no one could con- 
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ceive of ihe rt'lief, llie soothing", quieimg 
influence which Ebis comparrson had on her 
min<l. 



On anoih^r occasioii ho woiii to see a sick 

[>erson, who was very much IrouWed^ be- 
cause she could Lioi kocp her mind all Ihe 
IJmo fixed upon Christ, on account of the 
dialTaclin^ inflQeiiPO^ of her sufferin^^, and 
|])e vorious objecls and occurronees of Ihe 
£ick room, whiob oon&tanily called olT her 
atlenllon. Slie wqa afraid she did not love 
her Savior, as ihe found if -iu dilUcult to Sx 
her nijnd opon him. Dr. Payson said,— 

"Suppose you is'ere lo see a filtle sick 
uhihr lyijig in ila mother's lap, wiih iis fac^- 
ulties impaired by its sufferings, So that il 
wail, genexrilly, in a Iro^iWed sleeps bat 
now and then it just opens its eyes s lliile, 
aod gfii9 s. ghmp^p of lie molher'a face, so 
as to be recalled lo ihe recollection tiiat il 
is in ii9 moiher's ermsi and suppose thai 
nlways, a1 such a lime, it should smile faint- 
ly with evideni plea'iijrclo find where it was, 
-— should you doubl whether Uia.t child fcoved 
jifl mollior or not ?" 
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THE ^vol^.^■DtD doyit. 



Thi^ poor sufferer's dbuhis and despoud- 
eacy were goiii? in. ft moofGnf- 



A gnQtlamiin, wlin saw m<l eoii^eraed 
^lib Dr, Pa^-son m Boaton, v-hea [ie visiteJ 
Ihis city, towards the Uucr pari of b's life, 
■wife ^d, bj hia pTraeiiipg and conversation, 
£> a fOJiaiderable de^reo of serioub concern 
fnrhrssouL Ria wift vva^ slill ]ii n greal 
nfpa&Hre Indjlforiint 1o |Jic i;ubJecJ. One 
I'sv, nieeiJn^ her in companj, Ins sjid Lo 
h^r,— 

■' IVrorlam, I think Jcflir hiisband is looUng 
ii|nvards,— making some effort lo rist ahovo 
the wrtrld, towiirds God ,-ind bcavRii. Von 
muat no( Icl him try alone. Whenever I 
^ llic iiushand sioig^Kn^ alone in auch 
fiJerlfl, it mates me Jliink of a <Jove, pji- 
d&iv-Dj-JLfg to Synp'^i'arils, lA'liile il Jias ona 
broken wiifg. It Inapa and llutters, snd 
ficriiaps raises itself Et'liltJc way, and then 
it bpoomea wearied, atid dropir back agaifl 
to ihc gfdund. Jf boib wiifgd co-operale, 
(lien it'inouflia easily." 



